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CLASSICAL LITERATURE. 


Arr. 1. The Works of Cornelius Tacitus; By Arthur Murphy, Efq. 
With an Effay on the Life and Genius of Tacitus; Notes, Supple- 
ments, and Maps. 4 Vol. 4to. About 2000 pages. Pr. 4l. 4s. 
in boards. Robinfons. 1793. 
Tue wifdom of Tacitus 1s become proverbial; his fentences 

are the oracles of cabinets; no period of time could therefore 

have been feleéted for publifhing a tranflation of his works more 
appropriate than the prefent, big with the conyulfion of empires 
and the machinations of ftatefmen, if it were poflible to obtain an 
attention to events now only remembered, from thofe whom every 
moment furprizes with fome unparalleled novelty ; or practicable 
calmly to apply maxims abftracted from undifputed forms of go- 
vernment to a ftate of elements at war, toa chaos of feodal, re- 
publican, defpotic, and patriarchal incongruities. The deitruction 
of all rivatthip, the acquifition of unlimited dominion, it’s attend- 
ant wealth and luxury! had formed at Rome a towering arifto- 
cracy, fubverfive of all fubordination amongtt it’s members, and 
pregnant with theanarchy of theirinferiours, tillthe genius of Carus 

Cefar {wept all oppofition before him, and laid the foundation of 

a monarchy, confolidated and ornamented by his fuceeflor. The 

Romans, with what folidity of argument time willfhow, had per- 

fuaded themfelves, that, if the fpring be infected, it is abfurd to 

look for clearnefs in the ftream; that a corrupt race may be ex- 
tirpated, but cannot be rendered an innocent one; that one ruler, 
fhould he even degenerate into a tyrant, is preferable to a thou- 
fand anarchs ; ‘and that negative virtue is no contemptible fubiti- 
tute for the dangers of unfuccefsful heroifm. On fuch a feries 
ot events, on a race fo tutored, Tacitus formed his precepts :-—- 
aud to fimilar events, and to a race of fimilar perfuafion, thefe 
precepts are eminently applicable. But had the grave bittorian 
graced our days, he would himfelf finile at the attempt to draw 
rules and inferences from his theory applicable to the events that 
furround us. Phyfic can only apply to medicable cafes; when 
the atmo{phere teems with death, when Jove hangs his poifon in 
the fick air, the healing art is mute. 

Such were our thoughts with regard to the ufefulnefs of the 

Work, when firft we caft our eyes on the fplegdid volumes of Mr. M.-» 
Vou. xviz, N° 110 s the 















































we 


ee 


we 


4 





te tee ee ale ok Ke 








242 CLASSICAL LITERATURE. 


the elaborate work of many cliffic years. To have dedicated 
fo much of his time to grave literature, amidit the allurements of 
public applaufe and the avocations of dry profeflional tudy, as 
it confers no trifling praife on the tranflator ot Tacitus, exhibits 
fome diftant refemblance between him and his great model. He 
is rnore than tranfator:—what light the mo‘ indetatigable ree 
fearches into the geography, the local and temporary cuttoms of 
his author’s time; what the moit fludious comparifon between 
him and thofe writers who give an account of the fame occur. 
rences could produce, has been accumulated in the notes; he has 
prefixed an efilay on the lite and venius of his author; he has 
added fu 


upplements to thofe parts ot his works which we have 
obrained only in a mutilated itate; and fuch was his amore, that, 
rather than lote any thing that might belong to his author, he 


has added what 1s perhaps not his. With what fuccefs all this 
has been done, it is now our talk to inquire: but before we pro 
ceed to this, it may not be fuperfluous to quote a paflage from 
the dedication; for Mr. M. has dedicated his book, and, 12 our 
Opinion, not without propriety, to Mr. Burke: the paflage ss 
this: yp. Wil 

‘ It is now acknowledeed, fir, that your early vigilance, your 
zeal and ardour, have hindered this country from being made 3 
theatre of rapine, blood, and matlacre. Toe whom can Tacitos, 
the great flate{man of his time, be fo properly addreffed, as to 
him, whofe writings have faved his country ? Scenes of horror, 
like thofe which you have deferibed, were acted at Rome, and 
Tacitus has painted them in colours equal to your own. He has 
fhewn a trantic people, under the pretorian bands, amd the ger- 
man legions, Sighting for anarchy, not for civil government. 

‘ Though ik ts not for me to tell you, fir, what its to be found 
yn Tacitus, Ll beg leave to obferve, that in thefe volumes there 
are three tras of great importance. In the manners of the 
Germans, we have the origin of that conftitution, which you have 
fo ably detended; in the lite of Agricola, we fee that holy flame 
of liberty, which has been for ages the glory of Englifhmen, and 
the wonder of fo: eigen nations. The dialogue concerning oratory 
ss, perhaps, one of the moft beautiful pieces that have come down 
to us trom antiquity. Thofe three tra&ts have been always ad 
mired, and have now, in a great meafure, occafioned this addrets; 
for, to fpeak my mind with freedom, if 1 knew a man in the 
kingdom, who underilands thofe fubje@s better than yourfelf, ] 
fuould have {pared you the trouble of this dedication. 

In this fummary account of the works of Tacitus Mr. M. ha 
pafled in filence the Annals, which, whether written before or 
after his hivlory, delineate the horrours of that defpotifm, which 
produced the ebullitions of anarchy defertbed in the hiftory. 
who reads the works of ‘Facitus according to the arrangement with 
which they have been tran{mitted to us by all the editors, will 
find, that they inculcate the important and terrible maxim, that 
anarchy is the legitimate offspring of defpotifin, and that the 
took: of oppreffion end in becoming the engines of revolution. 
the peopic be fuch as Tacisus deicribes, the dregs of a matiomy 
brougit 
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brought up by liberty, perverted by conqueft, and, ovetwhelmed 
by it’s own weight, finking into defpotifm, the anarchies that 
enfue will be little more than the temporary contef&s for rule 
of factions equally criminal ; and the vital {parks of public virtue 
being in fuch a nation entirely extinguifhed, and that of private. 
energy reduced to a tame remembrance of antiquated heroifm, the 
bulk will fubfide again under the tyrant of the ruling party, and 
in degenerate filence fubferibe to the laws of force. The decifion 
of force alone gave a fanétion to the contefts equally facrilegious 
between the pretorian bands of Otho, the german legions of 
Vitellius, and the eaffern armies of Vefpafian; the hereditary chain 

of oppretiion was fhattered, and he who had ftrength cnough to 
rule longer than a moment was the legitimate god of Rome ; 

neither that * holy flame of liberty,’ which the dedicator afcribes 

to Agricola, nor the indignation of Tacitus himfelf, would have 

prevented the one, had Ortho or Vitellius been victorious, from be- 

coming the rool of either in making profelytes of flavery by war; 

or the other from holding the chain, and conducting to the jaws 

of a prifon the victims of that virtue he profeffled to adore. Had 

fuch been the ¢ flame of hberty’ which animated Hampden, 

sydney, Ruffel, and all the boafted worthies of our glorious re- 

volution, Mr. M. would not now probably have had an oppor- 

tunity of pronouncing his panegyric on it’s bleflings. 

Mr. M. begins his eflay with athgning to his author ‘ the highett 
rank amongit the hitlorians of Greece and Rome.’ To difpute 
this we leave to the votaries of Herodotus and Livy, or of Thucy- 
dides and Salluft, the two models of ‘Tacitus. According to the 
definition of hiftory produced from Cicero by the tranflator, the 
Roman ranks, no doubt, among the foremoft. His diétatorial 
and fententious fiyle, like that of Virgil, when compared with 
Homer’s fublime fimplicity, may not, perhaps, with fome, pre- 
ponderate againit the artlefs graces and even the credulity of the 
father of hittory, or be fuffered to rank with the ample magnifi- 
cence and uniform execution of the Paduan. But Tacitus {peaks 
like a man who has power: con{cious that he who fimply relates 
is inferiour to him who aéted the tale, he erects himfelf, as the 
tranflator hints, into a judge, and cites before his tribunal men 
and times : carelefs of being turned over by inferiour hands, he 
preides in the recefles of the ftatefman, infpires his meditation, 
and directs his motions. With readers of mere tafte, and whom 
circumftances preclude from making ufe of his precepts, he leaves, 
however, more an impreffion of himfelf than of the facts he re- 
lates: he 1s read and ftudied not fo much for what he tells, as for 
‘’€ Mannerin which he tells it ; and that this in works of literature 
and art is not the higheft praife, we believe necds no proof. 
This affertion is not invalidated by the pains the tranflator takes, 
yy fuccefsfully takes, to reprefent him as an unrivalled painter 
of the pafiions: his works, no doubt, abound with the moft pa- 
thetic icenes, to ufe a favourite word of Mr. M.’s; but thefe 
— would not be the lefs impreilive, if there were lefs art in 

© apparatus, were the hand lefs vifible that brings them before 

S 2 us. 
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us. Such as they are, they furnifh the painter and poct of the 
drama with endleis materials of pathos. 

But Mr. M. is not content with having afligned to his idol the 
central nich among hittorians, he difturbs the manes of the bio- 
grapher and the writer of anecdote; * the gazette ityle, the calm 
unimpafioned tone’ of Suetonius are arraigned to eftablith the 
fuperiority of Tacitus. Could Mr. M. confound plans and ends 
fo diffimilar as thofe of biography and hiitory ? Whiltt this admits 
the man only in his public character, in his official garb, the 
prince, the leader, the itatefman, the features, the actions which 
connect him with the interelts of fociety and the fate of nations 
at large; that condudts us to the inmoft receffes of his habitation, 
examines his form, his phyfliognomy, and fhows the father, the 
fon, the hufband, in domettic difhabille. ‘To demand from the 
calm anatomift of the individual at reit and unobferved, the pathos 
ot him who obferves him in a¢tion and under the fway of pathons, 
is to demand of the painter of portrait the vigorous imitation of 
the hittoric or dramatic artift. He whe diffects a tiger, and he 
who cfeaped trom his leap, grant an equal degree of fenfibility to 
both, will be affeéted and attect us in their account of the animal 
in a very different manner. The points of fight, at which the hitto- 
rian and the biographer fix their reader, vary not more than the 
fidelity which is prefcribed to both ; the motives from which the 
former bids his hero a€t, or the fpeeches which he delivers from 
his lips, are more the offspring of analogy than reality, it is 
fufficient that both be characteriitic : but the biographer has little 
to do with motives, and confines himfelf to literal tradition, of 
the words he heard. Mr. M. confiders the animated life of 
Acricola as a model of biography : it would, indeed, be a matter 
ot wonder, had the fon-in-law of to admirable aman, recapitulating 
his virtves, proceeded as calmly as the anecdotiit of Caligula; 
but the fympathies he has called forth, the tears he bids flow, 
only ttiimulate the wifh that he had tranfcnibed more peculiarities 
ot his original, that he had enlarged more on the individual o 
Agricola. We venture to affert, that he whom the plain tale of 
virtue and vice leaves without emotion; he who fhuts th 
bumble volume of Suetonius, without being fenfible of any othe! 
effect than that of cunrtofity gratified, can only impofe on cre 
dulity when he boatis of impretiions left by the more animated page 
ot Tacitus. ; 

After an ample and well-digefted account of his author’s lite, 
as far as it can be traced, which, in a great meafure, coimcwe 
with Brotier’s dignified pretace, Mr. M. roceeds to anf{wer 
what objections have been ftarted againit him. The firit, an ob 
jection we think fcarcely delerving notice, is, as Mr. M. & 
prefles himfelf, that ‘ of having written bad Latin ;’ but bemg 
taken up, we are of opinion, that the manner in which it 6 
iwered is equally unfatistactory and humiliating. If the goldes 

ec of Roman diction be the Auguttan, the vocabulary of Tacit 
cannot now always claun it’s janction; if a longer period 
gianted, if it flourithed down to Hadrian, the objection 15 futile; 
ut whether we adopt the one or the other, the * cooks ae 
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drivers’ of Rome, the vulgar whofe bufinefs it was, and always will 
be, not to fpeak but to pervert a language, cannot be called in as um- 
ires—the appeal to them was fome of that {moke which Muretus was 
{o fond of felling to the literati of his time. 

The objections of being a mifanthrope, and an atheift, are 
next confidered: to the firft the pathos, the agonics of humanity 
which he excites in his reader, are an irrefragable anfwer; he mutt 
have felt the emotions he infpired: with regard to the fecond, we 
could have wifhed Mr. M. had dwelled on the paflages which ¢ difcover 
2 mind impreded with the ideas of an all-ruling providence ;’ the ob- 
fervations, which Tacitus makes * on the related interview between 
Tiberius and the aftrologer Thrafyllus at Rhodes, exhibit him to us in 
the ftate of a man perplexed between the extremes of immutable 
deftiny and bfind chance. 

The paradox of Boccalini, ¢ that the whole defign of the Annals was 
to teach the art of defpotifm,’ is next confidered, and as foon difmiiled 
by the tranflator, with the obfervation ‘ that it might with as good 
reafon be faid, lord Clarendon wrote the hiftory of the Grand Re- 
bellion, with intent to teach fchifmatics, puritans, and republicans, 
how to murder their king.’ Every reader of humanity mutt do 
ample juftice to the intentions of ‘Tacitus ; but mifapplication is In- 
feparable from writing. A ftatefman of determined character may 
find inftru¢tions of tyranny in the fubtle fyitems of Auguftus and 
Tiberius, fo admirably developed in the Annals, and fhut his eyes 
againit_ the reft; Machiavel’s Prince has been refuted by the 
pen which adopted it’s fpirit: the author of Pamela has been faid to 
have perverted more females than he ever inftru¢ted; and Roufleau 
declared her a fille perdue who read his Heloifa: fo much for Bocca- 
lini; an anfwer lefs paffionate than that of Mr. M. would, perhaps, 
have been a more favourable fpecimen of that temper, which ought to 
diftinguifh the tranflator of an author, who made it his great boaft, 
that he had compofed his work fine ira et /iudio. 

We are next prefented with « an account of our authors works, 
from their appearance after the revival of letters ;’ and this is ollowed 
by an enumeration of his tranflators down to Gordon, with who. 1 Mr. 
M. declares himfelf utterly diffatisfied, and whofe want of fuccefs. \ro- 
bably provoked his own exertions ; fpecimens of which we now hale*n 
to lay before the reader, referving for a future opportunity, fuch ob« 
fervations on the paflages feleéted, or criticifms on the whole, as may 
appear tous neceffary. Annals, Vol. 1. Book 1. P. §- 

‘1. The firft form of government that prevailed at Rome was 
monarchy, Liberty and the confulfhip were eftablifhed by Lucius 
— Brutus. Diétators were created in fudden emergencies only. 
Che jurifdiétion of the decemvirs did not extend bevond two years ; 
and the confular authority of the military tribunes foon expired. ‘The 
domination of Cinna ended in a fhort time; and that of Sylla was 
oe of long duration. From Pom y and Craffus, the whole power of 
the ftate devolved to Julius Cefar, and, after the ftruggle with Lepidus 
and Anthony, centered in Auguftus; who, under the mild and well- 
Known title of Prince OF THESENATE, took upon him the manage- 
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ment of the commonwealth, enfeebled as it was by an exhaufting feries 
ef civil wars. But the memorable tranfactions of the old republic, 
as well in her day of adverfity, as in the tide of fuccefs, have been re- 
corded by writers of fplendid genius, Even in the time of Auguftus 
there flourifhed a race of authors, from whofe abilities that period 
might have received ample juftice : bnt the fpirit of adulation growing 
epidemic, the dignity of the hiftoric chara¢ter was loft. What has 
been tranfimitted to us concerning ‘Tiberius, Caligula, Claudius, and 
Nero, cannot be received without great miftruft. During the lives of 
thofe emperors, fear fuppreffed or disfigured the truth ; and after their 
deaths, recent feelings gave an edge to refentment. For this reafon, 
it is my intention fhortly to ftate fome particulars relating to 
Auguftus, chiefly towards the clofe of his life; and thence to follow 
downward the thread of my narration through the reigns of ‘Tiberius 
and his three immediate fucceffors, free from animolity and partial 
affection, with the candour of a man who has no motives, either of 
Jove or hatre d, to warp his integrity So 

Vol. 11. p. 296. 2. 15.——£ Lxv. A report was at that time current at 
Rome, that Subrius Flavius and feveral centurions helda private meeting, 
with the knowledge and confent of Seneca, and there refolved to open a 
new and unexpetted fcene. The blow for liberty was to be ftruck in the 
name of Pifo, and as foon as the world was freed from the tyranny of 
Nero, Pifo was to be the next victim, in order to make way for Seneca, 
who, for his virtues, was to be raifed to the highef elevation, with an ait 
of immocence, and of aman unconfcious of the plot. The very words 
of Flavius were reported among the peaple. He is fuppofed to have 
faid, ** What good end will it anfwer to depofe a muinftrel, if we 
place a tragedian in his room?” ‘The faétwas, Nero played on his 
guitar, and Pifo trod the ftage in the bufkin of tragedy. 

‘ uxvi. The part, which the military men had taken in the confpi- 
racy, did nor, long remain a fecret. The double game played by 
Kenius Rutgs, at fir a confederate in the plot, and then a judge pro- 
rouncine fentence on his accomplices, provoked the indignation of all. 


In the «<amination of Scevinus, that officer prefled his interrogatories 
with ver-atted zeal, and by menaces, endeavoured to extort a confef- 
dion Scevinusanfwered with a fimile, «« No man knows the particulars 
b.ter than yourfelf. You now may fhew your gratitude to fo good 


A prince. Rufus was covered with confufion. ‘To fpeak was no 
hs ——e A : 4 lp 
s2 HIS power, and to remain filent was dangerous. He trembled, 
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taultered, and he 


figated an anfwer. His embarrzaffment betrayed his 
guilt, Tlie reft of the confpirators, with Cervarius Proculus, a Roman 


~ 


Knight, at their head, were eager to depofe againft him. At lengtha 
foldier of the name of Caffius, remarkable for his robuft ftature, and 
tor that reafon ordered to attend, laid hold of Rufus by the emperors 
order, and loaved him with irons. 


Lxvil. Phe fame witneffes gave evidence againft Subrius Flavius 
Te , i Wak alles OS ie... > os “ 
‘ { uA Fri« charge, he ) gene Le much on his courfe ot life, and the 
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' 140 OF Manners be tween himfelf and his accufers. 66 Was it 
robable that a foldier, inured to the profeffion of arms, would 
aibociate with an efeminate fet of men, itrangers ta danger and 
enterprife!” Finding himfelt preffed by the weight of 
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ce, he changed his rone, and, with heroic fortitude, avowed the 
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the folemn obligation of his oath ? «* Becaufe,’” he faid, “ i hated, I 
detefted you. ‘ih re was atime when no foldierin your army w2s more 
devoted to your fervice, and that was as long as you deferved the 
efteem of mankind. Jd began to hate you when you was guilty of 
parricide ; when you mardered your mother, and deitroyed vour 
wif-; when you became a coachman, a comedian, and an iracen- 
diary.” I have given the very words of this intrepid confpirator, 
becaufe they were not, like thofe of Seneca, publifhed to the world ; 
and the rough fentiments of a foldier, in his own plain, but vigorous 
language, merit the attention of pofterity, 

« Inthe whole diftovery of the plot nothing made fo deep an im- 
prefiion on the mind of Nero. ‘Though his heart never knew remorfe 
tor the worft of crimes, his ear, unaccuftomed to the voice of truth, 
fhrunk from the found of freedom, and ftartled at reproach. Flavius 
was ordered forexecution. Veianius Niger, one of the tribunes, led 
him to the next field, and there directed a trench to be opened. The 
prifone. furveyed the fpot, and, finding it neither wide nor deep enough, 
turned with a fmile to the foldiers, and ** This,” he feid, ‘* fhows no 
military fkill.” Niger defired him to extend his neck with courage ; 
“ Strike,” faid Flavius, ‘* and prove your courage equal to mine.”” 
The tribune was feized with a tremor in every joint. He fevered the 
head at two blows, and made a merit of it with Nero, giving the 
name of cruelty to his want of firmnefs. He made it his boaft, that, 
by repeating the ftroke, he made him die twice. 

‘ Lxviil. Sulpicius Afper, the centurion, gave the next example 
of magnanimity. Being afked by Nero why he confpired againft his 
life? he anfwered fhortly, «* I knew no other relief from your 4 a 
tious deeds.”” He was inftantly put to death, The reft of the 
centurions underwent their fate, and all died worthy of their charatters. 
Fenius Rufus had not equal conftancy. He betrayed an abject fpirit, 
and even in his will was weak enough to bewail his unhappy fate. 
Nero lived in hopes of feeing Veftinus, the conful, charged as a cri- 
minal. He knew the chara¢ter of the man; an intrepid daring {pirit, 
ambitious, and fufpected of difaffetion, The confpirators, however, 
had no communication of counfels with that attive magiltrate. Some 
declined him on account of former animofities, and others, becaufe 
they thought him rafh and impetuous. Nero’s rancour grew out of a 
clofe and intimate friendfhip. In that familiar intercourfe Veftinus 
faw into the very heart of the prince, and defpifed him for his vices. 
Nero fhrunk from a man, who had the fpirit to fpeak his mind with 
freedom, and, in his farcaftic vein, had often made the prince the fub- 
ject of his raillery; and raillery, when feafoned with truth, never fails 
to leave a fting that fefters in the memory. A recent incident gave an 
edge to Nero’s refentment. Veftinus married Statilia Meffalina, 
though he knew that the prince was one of her lovers, 

\ XIX. No witnefs appeared again Veftinus; no crime was laid 
to his charge, and, by confequence, no proceeding could be had in 
due form ot law. But the will of the tyrant till remained. He feng 
Gerelanus, one of the tribunes, at the head of a cohort, with orders 


f ° r 
_ © to take his meafures, that the conful might not be able to ftand on 


the detenfive, and, for that purpofe, to inveft his houfe, which, like 
4 proud citadel, overlooked th: forum, and contained a numerous 
Wain of young and hardy flaves, in the nature of a garrifon, bss 
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had that very day difcharged all the fundtions ‘of his confular office, 
He was at table with his friends, free from apprchenfion, or, it may 
be, affecting an air of galcty, when the foldiers entered, and informed 
him that the tribune had important bufinefs with hie, He rofe and 
left the room. ‘The fcene of death was inftantly laid. He was thut 
up ina chamber; a phyfician attended ; his veins were opened; he was 
condu¢ted to a warm bath, and, being put into the water, expired 
without a complaint, and without a groan. His guefts, in the mean 
time, remained in the banqueting room, imprifoned by the guards, 
it was late at night before they were releafed. Nero heard the account 
with pleafure. He faw, in the fport of his imagination, a fet of men 
aflembled at a convivial party, and every moment expecting their final 
doom. He laughed at their diftrefs, and faid facetioufly, ** They 
have paid for their confular fupper.”’ 

« 1xx. Lucan, the famous poet, was the next facrifice to the 
vengeance of Nero. His blood flowed freely from him, and bein 
foon well nigh exhaufted, he perceived that the vital heat had left the 
extremities of his limbs. Huis hands and feet were chilled, but, the 
warmth retiring to his heart, he {till retained his fenfes and the vigour 
of his mind. ‘The lines in his poem, which defcribe a foldier dying 
in the fame condition, occurred to hismemory. He repeated the patflage, 
and expired. His own verfes were the laft words he uttered. Senecio, 
Quin¢tianus, and Scevinus, fuffered in a fhort time after. The diffo- 
Jute foftnefs of their lives did not difgrace them in their end. They 
net their fate with refolution. ‘The reft of the confpirators were led 
to execution. In their deaths there was nothing that merits particular 
notice. 

« txxt. While the city prefented a fcene of blood, and funerals 
darkened all the ftreets, the altars of the capitol fnoked with victims 
flaughtered on the occafion. One had loft a fon ; another was deprived 
of his brother, his friend, or his near relation; and yet, ftifling every 
jentiment of the heart, all concurred in offering thanks to the * gods 
they adorned the prince’s houfe with laurel ; they fell at the tyrant’s 
feet ; they clafped his knees, and P srinted kiffes on his hand. Nero re- 
ecived this vile adulation as the token of real j joy.’ 

rp. 335. B. xvi.—* xxx. Amidft the tumult and diftraétion which 
nt butinefs excited, Oftorius Sabinus, the accufer of Bareas Soranus, 

ntered the fenate. He opened at once, and charged as a crime, the 
frien rdfhi ip that fubfifted between Soranus and Rubellius Plautus. He 

added, that the whole tenour of his adminiftration in Afia was directed, 

not for the public good, but to promote his own popularity, and to 
{pread a {pirit of fedition th rt. gh the provinces. ‘Thefe accufations 
had been long fince fabricated, and were then grown threadbare ; but 
the Pi iccutor was ready aoa allegation, which involved Ser- 
ta, the daughter of Soranus, in her father’s danger. ‘The charge 

ig aintt her was, that fhe had diftributed fums of money among men 

{ im judicial aftrology. The fact was, Servilia, with no Y other 
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motive ‘ an thofe of filial piety, had the imprudence, 0 natural at ber 
time ot life, to apply to a fet of fortune-tellers, in order to fatisty 
her mind about the fate of her family . and to learn whether Nero's 
rei« nu ment was by any pofthil ity to he appeat ed, an 1d what would be 
the ilue of the bujinefg in the fenate, 
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¢ She was cited to appear in the fenate before the tribunal of the 
confuls. Onone fide ftood the aged father; on the other his daughter, 
in the bloom of life, not having yet completed her twentieth year, but 
even then in a ftate of deftitution, ftill lamenting the fate of her 
hufband, Annius Pollio, lately torn from her, and condemned to 
banifument. She ftood in filent forrow, not daring to lift her eyes to 
her father, Whom, by her imprudent zeal, fhe had involved in new 
misfortunes, 

‘ yxx1. The accufer preffed her with queftions. He defired to 
know, whether fhe had not fold her bridal ornaments, her jewels and 
her necklace, to fupply herfelf with money for magic facrifices? She 
fell proftrate on the ground, and wept in bitternefs of heart. Her 
forrows were too big for utterance. She embraced the altars, and 
rifing fuddenly, exclaimed with vehemence, ‘* I have invoked no in- 
fernal gods; I have ufed no unhallowed rites, no magic, no incant- 
ations. My unhappy prayers afked no more than that you, Cafar, 
and you, confcript fathers, would extend your prote¢tion to this 
bet of men, this moft affectionate parent. For him I fold my 
jewels ; for him I difpofed of my bridal ornaments ; and for him I 
gave up the garments fuited to my rank. In the fame caufe I was 
willing to facrifice my life: the blood in my veins was at his fer. 
vice. ‘The men whom I confulted were all ftrangers to me; I had 
no knowledge of them. ‘They beft can tell who they are, and what 
they profefs. The name of the prince was never mentioned by me 
but with that refpect, which I pay to the gods. What I did.was 
my own act: that miferableman, my unhappy father, knew nothin 
of it. If any crime has been committed, he is innocent: J, and 
alone, am guilty.” 

‘ xxxi1. Soranus could no longer reftrain himfelf. He interrupted 
his daughter, crying aloud, «* She was not with me in Afia; fhe is too 
young to have any knowledge of Rubellius Plautus. In the accu- 
fation againft her hufband fhe was not involved; her filial piety is 
her only crime. Diftinguifh her cafe from mine; refpect the caufe 
of innocence, and on mv head let your worft vengeance fall. 1 am 
ready to meet my fate.” With thefe words, he rufhed to embrace 
hischild ; fhe advanced to meet him, but the li¢tors interpofed to pre- 
vent the pathetic feene. ‘The witneffes were called in. ‘The fathers 
had hitherto liftened to all that paffed, with emotions of pity; but 
pn was foon converted into a ftronger paffion. The appearance of 
*ublius Egnatius, the client of Soranus, hired to give evidence againit 
his patron and his friend, kindled a general indignation. ‘This man 
profeiied himfelf a follower of the ftoic fect. He had learned in that 
ichool to retail the maxims of virtue, and could teach his features to 
allume an air of fimplicity, while fraud, and perfidy, and avarice, lay 
lurking at his heart. ‘The temptation of money drew forth his hidden 
chara¢ter, and the hypocrite hood detected. His treachery gave a 
flanding leffon to mankind, that, in the commerce of the world, it is 
not fufficient to guard againft open and avowed iniquity, fince “the 
Proteflors of friendthip can, under a counterfeit refemblance of virtue, 
nourifh the worft of vices, and prove, in the end, the moft pernicious 
enemies, 

“xxx1r1. The fame day produced a fplendid example of truth and 
honour in the perfon of Catiius Aiclepiodotus; a man diftinguifhed 
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by his wealth, aod ranked with the moft eminent ir ‘itants of Bithr. 
nia. Having loved and followed Soranus in ' ofperity, he did 
not defert him in the hour of dittrefs. He ftill ac icred to ‘ike with 
unaltered friendfhip, and for his conftancy was ceprived of his all, 
and fent into bani thn vent; the gods, in the: r ju difpenfations , per: 
mitting an example of virtue, ven in ruin, to ftandin contralt to 
fuc cefsfal villainy. ‘ihrafea, Soranus, aiid Servilia, were allowed to 
choofe their mode of dying. Helvidius Prifcus and aconius Agri 
sinus ‘were banifhed oct of Italy. Montanus owed his pardon to the 

ufluence of his father, but was declared incapable of holding any 
public ofice. The profecutors were amply rewarded, Eprius Mar. 
cellus and C offatiaous received cach of them fifty thoufand fefterces, 
Oftorius Sabinus obtained a grant of twelve thoufand, with the or. 
naments of the queftorthip.’ 

Vou. rir. Hilt. p. 204. B. 111.—* 11. This re afoning was oppofed 
by Ant onius Primus, the grand promoter of the confederacy. ‘ Adcti- 
vity,” he faid, ** will give every advantage to Vefpafian, and prove the 
yuin of Vitellius and his party. ‘The conquerors have gained nothing by 
their victory; on the contrary, their vigour ts melted down i in floth and 
luxury. They are neither enured toa regular cai mp, nor trained to 
arms, nor kept in exercife by military duty. Difperfed through the 
municipal towns of Italy, they have loft rheir martial {pirit, and now 
are foldiers to their landlords only. Their tafte of pleafure is a new 
acquirement, and they enjoy it with the fame { {pirit that formerly in- 
cited them to the moll ferocious deeds. The circus, the theatre, and 

the delights of Rome have funk their vigour, and difeafe has rendered 
them unfit for military duty. Allow them time, and they will recruit 
their flrength. The very idea of war will animate their drooping 
‘Their refources are great; Germany is near at hand, and 

from that hive new fwarms may iffue forth; Britain is feparated by a 
nariow cha iach, Spain and Gaul lie contiguous, and from both they 
iy draw fupphics of men, and horfes, and money. All Italy is theirs, 
ad the wealth of Rome _ at their mercy. Should they refolve to 
ace a diltaat war, they have two fleets, and the Illyrian fea lies 
open to their operauons. In that ep what will be the ufe of polts 
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snd @ations on the Pannonian Alps? and what the advantage of draw- 
Ig toe war into leng pi Wait for another campaign; and where, ia 
the mean time, are + to find fupplies of money and provifions ? lo 


et with vigour is our bet, our only expedient. The legions of Pan- 
vonia were farprifed, not conquered : they are now breathing revenge; 


they with for nothi 1g fo much as an Opps en: ity to { lif gnaljze their va- 
leur in the field. The forces of Meatia have nei icher wafted their 
freoeth, nor have they been humbled by a defeat. If the flrength on 
a oe 
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a bys Bs nee lree the . . 1 - t +) 
ah nacs ts to be eflimated oy the rr, of the men, and not of the 
ojons, the jupenos ty ison the fide of Vefpafian. In his army 00 


eorraption, no liceatioufne%S. Even former misfortunes are now of 


tt have feen theirerror, and the fenfe of fhame has cila- 
‘ CifcirEne and good order. In the laft aétion the cavalry fufier- 
aiorace: on the contrary, though the event of the day was 
*, ther broke through the ranks of the enemy. And if two 
, ns of horfe, one from Pannonia, and the other fro. n Meiia, 
en wear d wi) ill betore them, what may not be expected d from the 
yorat force of fixteen fgugdrons, whofe banners glitter in the feri icg 
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of Vefpafian - Their impetuofity in the firft onfet, their uproar, the 
clangor of their arms, and the clouds of duft raifed by their horfes 
hoots, will confound, diftract, and overwhelm a feeble enemy, who 
have loft their warlike fpirit. What T advife, I am willing to exe- 
cute. Thofe, who have not taken a decided refolution, may, if they 
will, remain behind. Let them detain their legions. Give me the 
light-armed cohorts : I afk no more. With thefe gallant foldiers my 
jntention is to force a paffage into Italy. The Vitcllians will fhrink 
from the attack; and when you hear the tidings, you will then purfue 
the footfteps of Antonius, glad to follow where vittory leads the 


way. 
am Such was the reafoning of this aGive partifan, He deli- 
yered the whole with a fpirit, that convinced the prudent, and roufed 
the timorous. His eyes flafhed fire; his voice expanded, that the 
eenturions and foldiers, who had preffed into the council-room, might 
hear the fentiments of a brave and experienced officer. All were car- 
ried away by a torrent of eloquence. The crowd extolled his courage, 
and defpifed the other officers for their want of fpirit. He, and he 
alone, was the man of enterprife, the general worthy of the command. 
In a former council of war, where Vefpafian’s letters were read to the 
whole meeting, Antonius had announced his charatter, and made a 
deep impreffion on the minds of the foldiers. Upon that occafion, he 
entered with warmth into the debate, difdaining the little policy of 
ufing equivocal terms, which might afterwards receive the conftru¢tion 
that fuited the views of the fpeaker. Intrepid and decifive, he laid 
himfelf open at once. He fpoke with that frank and generous ardour, 
which is always fure to captivate the affections of the army. ‘The 
foldiers admired a general, whom they faw ready to fhare every dan- 
ger, and to be their partner in the rafhnefs or the glory of the enter- 
rife,’ 

We conclude oyr extraéts with the following fragment on the politi- 
cal inftitutions and religion of the jews. 

P. 397. Book v.—* v. Thefe rites and ceremonies, from whatever 
fource derived, owe their chief fupport to their antiquity. They have 
other inftitutions, in themfelves corrupt, impure, and even ahomina- 
ble, but eagerly embraced, as if their very depravity were a recom- 
nendation. The fcum and refufe of other nations, renouncing the 
religion of their country, flocked in crowds to Jerufalem, enriching 
the place with gifts and offerings. Hence the wealth and grandeur of 
the ftate. Conneéted amongft themfelves by the moft obitinate and 
inflexible faith, the jews extend their charity to all of their own per- 
fuafion, while towards the reft of mankind they nourifh a fullen, and 
inveterate hatred. Strangers are excluded from their tables. Unfoci- 
able to all others, they eat and lodge with one another only ; and, though 
addifted to fenfuality, they admit no intercourfe with women from 
other nations. Among themfelves their paffions are without reftraint. 
Vice itfelf is lawful, That they may know each other by diftinétive 
marks, they have eftablifhed the pra¢tice of circumcifion. All, who 
embrace their faith, fubmit to the fame operation, The firft elements 
of their religion teach their profelytes to defpife the gods, to abjure 
their country, and forget their parents, their brothers, and their 
children. To encourage their own internal population is a great ob- 
yet of their policy. No man is allowed to put his children to — 
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The fouls of fach as die in battle, or by the hand of the eaecuieas 
are thought to be immortal. Hence two ruling patiions ; the defite 
of multiplying their fpecies, and a fixed consems st of death, The 
bodies of the ~deceafed are never burned: they choofe rather to inter 
them, after the example of the egyptians. With that people they 
agree in their belief of a future ftate; they have the fame notion of 
departed fpirits, the fame folicitude, and the fame dottrine. With 
segard to the Deity their creed 1S different. The &2\ puan sw orfhi 
various animals, and alfo certain fymbolical repreientations, which 
are the work of man; the jews acknowledge one God only, and him 
they fee in the mind’s eye, and him they adore in contemplation, con 
demning, as impious idolaters, all who with perifhable materials, 
w rought i into the human form, attempt to give a reprefentation of the 
Deity. . The God of the jews is the great governing mind, that diretts 
and guides the whole frame of nature, eternal, infinite, and neither 
eapable of change, nor fubject to decay. In confequence of this 
opinion, no fuch thing as a ftatue was to be feen in their city, much 
Jefs in their temples. Flattery had not learned to pay that homage to 
nye own kings, nor were they willing to admit the ftatues of the 
efars. Their priefts, it is true, made ufe of fifes and cymbals: 
they were crowned with wreaths of ivy, and a vine wronght in 
gold was feen in their temple. Hence fome have inferred, that Bac- 
chus, the conqueror of the eaft, was the objet of their adoration. 
But the jewifh forms of worthip have no conformity to the rites of 
Bacchus. 7 he latter have their feftive days, which are always cele- 
brated with mirth and caroufing banquets. ‘Thofe of the jews area 
gloomy ceremony, full of abfurd enthufiafm, rueful, mean, and 
jordid,’ Ze Le 
(7 0 be continued, | 
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Art.it. Tranfations of the Society inflituted at London for the 
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Premiums offered in the Year 1792. Vol. Xe 472 pages, with 
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a Print. 


AmonGst the great vanety of temporary matter which the 


prefent agitated ftate of Europe has daily produced, this volume 
br fome means was laft year overlooked at the time it fhould re- 


As the information however which 
uns en 0 ties it to the faine degree of attention which we 
have paid to ti ep receding volumes, we truit an account of she 
this volume of the Society’s Trantat t10DSy 
our ufual manner, although la te, will not be deemed unfeafon- 
able. The firit c lafs in order, as it Certainly is in importance, 1S 
AGRicuULTURE. Planiing of Trees.—A gold medal was this 

: M: endi e, of Hedingham ca file, Etfex, ef; 
planted 5,300 oaks in two feparate enclofures. The 
paints were two years saa: feedlings removed with the great¢ it care 
trom the feed bed by undermining the roots fo qs to bring them 
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which they were tranfplanted was dug one full fpit, and the turf 
‘averted ; below this a hole was made to receive the tap root of 
the plant without doubling it, fo that thefe plants were as little 
changed as poflible from their original itate, in being tranfplanted, 
By thefe means Mr. M. thinks he fhall obviate an objection which 
has been long made, that the timber from trees tranfplanted, is 
not near fo valuable as that raifed from acorns without tranf- 
planting *. A common prattice in planting oaks is to fow the 
acorns in a bed, and after one or two years to tran{plant the feed- 
lings into a nurfery, and after being there two or three years, 
they are finally planted out, a part of the long tap root having 
been previoutly cut off. As in this procefs the plant receives two 
checks in it’s growth, Mr. M. thought it would be an improve- 
ment to take the feedlings immediately from the bed, and plant 
them entire in the place where they are to continue, and in this 
manner his plantation was formed. In order to afcertain the dif- 
ference between planting the feedling intire, and cutting off a 
part of the tap root, he feletted fome plants exactly alike, the 
roots of which were 27 inches in length, and the height 15 inches ; 
from fome of thefe, 18 inches otf the root were cut oft: at the 
end of five years, fome were taken up and meatured, and the di- 
menfions of two were as follows: 

Feet. Inches. 
Of the oak planted with an entire root, the ex- 


treme height trom the bottom of the tap root 11 2t 

Was - = ° ° = as ” 
Height from the ground - : - 7 ’] 
Circumference clofe to the ground - - ) 6; 
Extreme height from the bottom of the root of . 

the oak planted with atapped root - - - i 5 
Height trom the ground ° ° . 6 y 
Circumference clofe to the ground - - o 6 66 


Mr. M. does not pretend to draw any conclufion from this 
experiment, as it mult require long experience and a courfe ot 
years to form decided opinions concerning a tree of fuch flow 
growth as the oak ; he, however, intends to continue his remarks 
upon thefe trees, by digging up others from time to time, in 
order to obferve their comparative progrefs. 

Another gold medal was given to Mr. Holliday, of Dillorg, 
Staffordfhire, for having planted 113,500 mixed timber trees on 
his eftate. Mr. H.’s obfervations relate chietly to the beauty of 
thefe plantations when properly mixed. He alfo informs the So- 
ciety, that by means of ploughing deep, burying the gofs or furze 
(the principal produce of the moor-land hills in that part of the 
country), and crofs ploughing the following year to kill more ef- 
tectually the roots and fibres, he a few years ago let 20 acres 
of this new improved land, meliorated with a good white coat of 
lime, at a rent of fifteen fhillings per acre, which in it’s priftine 
ftate was not worth 2s. 6d., and the tenant applied for more of 
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of waite land in the vicinity of this metropolis might, by a fimilas 
procefs, be rendered capable of affording employ ment and pro- 
vifion for thoufands, at an inconfiderable part of the fums ex. 
pended in cultivating the reluctant foil of Botany bay, or em: 
ployed in deftructive wars ! 

In addition to the obfervations of Mr. Majertidie in the pre: 
ceding volume refpecting the ules of the fpanifh chefnut, Mr, 
Henry Kent remarks, that on a fandy or loamy foil it will grow as 
fait as the afh, or fatter, and be m: uch more valuable for hop-poles, 
gates, and hurdles, &c. — As timber he coniiders it equal to the 
oak, except tor fh ip- building, and in common buildings and out- 
door work, much fuperi yur. In confirmation it is ftated, that a 
branch or hmb of a chefnut was put down as a hanging poft 


for a gate in 1726, and carried that gate 52 years, when on als 
tering ‘the enclofures ‘of the farm it was taken up, and appearing 
pertectl; y found, was put down for a clapping poft in another 


place. As anothes inflance, in 1743 a large barn was built of 
this timber, and is now as found in every part, beams, prin- 
cipals, and fpars, as v hen firtt built. Mr. K. alfo mentions 
other inftances of the durabiliry of this wood for pofts and rails, 
where it has been found to excel oak of the fame age, ufed for 
the fame purpofe. Mr. K. however obferves, that this is thé 
worlt of he timber if iuffered to ftand beyond the time of it’s at- 
taining it’s full growth, as it is apt to crack and fly into fplinters, 
and + dt Aa it fhould never ftand longer than the points of the 
branches and the complexion of the bark indicate it to be ina 
healthy flate. Ifit be cut when it fquares only fix inches, it 
will be as durable as an oak of fix times its age and fize. This 
is accounted for by this tree having fo little fap i in proportion to 
other trees, and from it’s being iefs affecled by worms or in- 
iets than other timber. 


A gold medal was alfo adjudged to Mr. Pattenfon, of Ibornden, 


Kent, for planting the sled or red willow. In the {pring of 


%780, he finifhed two plantations amounting to 72 acres, with 
+742 plants on an acre. ‘The firft fummer they grew very well, 
the fecond they fhot from eight to eleven feet tn height. 
Potatoes.—A filver medal was voted to Samuél Dunn, efq;, fot 
the continuation of his account of the advantages to be derived 
from planting land with potatoes in the fpring previous to fowing 
it with wheat, inftead of having a fummer fallow to kill the w eeds 
and grafs. This experiment is mentioned in our Review, Vol. 15 
page 122. It was made on an acre and a nat overrun with 
quick grafs. The profit trom the potatoes was ve rv con ifiderable, 
and the land being immediately, in october, after taking them 
up, ploughed and_ “fown with wheat, produced $! quarters of 
clean corn, and two bufhels of inferiour. The valu e of this at 
from 4: to 48 fhillings per quarter, amounted to 18], 125+, t@ 
which, ; og rl. gs. tor fh raw, the whole produce is 20]. 18. 60-4 
the expencr attending the plox ughing, fowing, reaping, carrying 
home, thrathing, rent 4 taxes, &c., Mr. D fates at 61. 7s 34-5 
leaving a profit of 131. 148. 3d. According to this ftatements 
the bufineis of Antik may be made, by planting potatoes firit 


and 
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and wheat afterwards, prodigioufly profitable. This experiment, 
however, it 1s to be obferved, was made only on 12 acre; the 
wheat fold at a good price, and Mr. D. computes his expences 
at a rate contiderably lower than we fhould imagine he could get 
the neceflary labour performed tor. But the conclufion he draws, 
« that this method of tiHage may very prudently be praétifed in 
future,’ is fo modeft, that we fhall forbear any remarks on the 
extravagant appearance, the profits et a large farm, computed 
on the fame fcale, would make. 

Drill hufoandry—Mr. Rogerfon, of Narborough, im a field 
containing 48 acres, drilled 21, and fowed broad caft 29 acres, 
with wheat; the produce of the drilled was about four combs 
three bufhels per acre, and of the broad caft, four combs 2} pecks, 
being in favour of the drill two bufhels 1} peck per acre, te 
which, adding one bufhel lefs teed, the drill was better than the 
broad cait by three bufhels 1 peracre. In drilling a large quan- 
tity of barley, oats, peas, and tares, at his former farm, (Narford) 
Mr. R. found, that what was drilled early produced a tolerable 
crop, but taat drilled late (viz. in may) was very indifferent. 

Mr. Smith, of Hornchurch, received the filver medal and twenty 


4 


guineas for an experiment on 12 acres, halt of which were 
drilled, and half fown broad caft. One bufhel was drilled on an 


acre, and 22 fown broad catt. The produce of the drilled land was 
34 bufhels one peck and four quarts per acre ; of the broad catk 
32 bufhels one peck, making in favour of the driil two bufhels 
four quarts, which added to the feed faved gives 3} bufhels and 
four quarts. [The bufhel is eight gallons and three quarts. } 
This Mr. S. eflimates at about 20s. per acre, belide which the 
land received confiderable benefit from being horte-hoed, &c. 
The part which was drilled fuffered trom the rocks, and by being 
overflowed with water, otherwile Mr. S. is of opinion ‘the drilt 
would have beat the broad caft at leatt one fourth part.’ In aa 
experiment on half an acre, Mr. Dann found a ditlerence in fa- 
vour of the drill at the rate of two bufhels and fix quarts per 
cre. 

Culture of turnips by drill and broad cafi.i—Mr. Dann, who lat 
year received the filver medal for his comparative fatements, was 
this year voted the gold medal tor a further account of his expe- 
nments. The beginning of july Mr. D. fowed a field of feveu 
acres, which was worth about eleven or twelve fhillings per acre, 
three broad caft and four drilled; in december he weighed five 
perches of each at different parts of the ticld as nearly equal as 
poilible. The broad caft weighed 1345lbs., the drilled 1430]b. ; 
difference 85 lb., or 17 1b. per perch, which is at the rate of 
1ton 4cwt. one quarter 4lb. per acre in favour of the drilly In 
another experiment made on eleven acres, four perches of the 


x» 


drilled were weighed againft four of the broad caf felected as. 


impartially as poffible; the refult was a difference at the rate 
of2ton scwt. 3 quarter 12lb. per acre in favour of the drill. 
In another experiment the difference was computed at three ton 
per acre in favour of the drill, and ina fourth at 1 ton 37 cwt. 
A filver medal and ten guincas were voted to Mr. Ambrofe, of 
Coptord, 
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Copford, near Colchefter, for experiments of the fame natures 
the refult in favour of the drill was 1 ton 12} cwt. per acre, 
The profit Mr. A. computes at 6s. 6d}. per acre more when 
drilled than fown broad calt, befide the land being better cleaned 
by the horfe hoe. 

Feeding cattle quith potatoes.—Mr. Dann fent to the fociety a 
variety of ftatements re{pecting the culture of potatoes, the ex. 
pence attending it, the produce in bufhels, and the profit in feed. 
ing cattle. Mr. D. conceives, that long dung is preferable to 
fhort for potatoes ; the moft expeditious method he has found is 
two ploughs following each other, the horfes not going in the 
furrow. Four women and four children are fufficient to drop 
after the two ploughs, which, as they return, of courfe cover 
the fets, and leave a fre‘h furrow for the next row. The rows are 
about twenty-two inches from each other. By this method he 
plants 2} acres a day, at the expence of 13s. 6d. per acres 
‘Two acres Mr. D. planted between hops, which he found were 
confiderably injured by them. In the whole; 9g acres, 3 roods, 
20 perch were planted, hoed, dug up, and carried home, (in- 
cluding rent, tythes, &c.) at an expence of 7g]. 7s. 2d.$; the 
produce was 3732 bufhels, which is fomewhat more than gd. per 
bufhel prime coit. With part of thefe potatoes mixed with a 
{mall quantity of hay, feventeen bullocks were fattened. Each 
ox eat 14 bufhel of potatoes, and 8 lbs. of hay per day. Mr. D. 
charged the potatoes at 6d. per bufhel, and the 8lbs. of hay at 
2d., making the expence of keeping 11d. a day. Fourteen of 
thefe oxen were purchafed for 2241. 8s. 6d. ; they were kept on 
an average about 106 days, and fold for 2961. 4s. 11d., being a 
gain of pil. 16s. sd. At Od. per bufhel for potatoes, and 2d. per 
day each for hay, the charge of keeping would be 671. 173. 7dvy 
fo that thefe bullocks paid more than 6d. per buthel for the po- 
tatoes by feeding. ‘The other three bullocks being of his own 
ftock, Mr. D. ejtimates the gain at 4l. 10s. for 134 days. The 
quantity ftated to be eaten in the whole by the bullocks, is 2733 
bufhels. Six flieep that were put up to potatoes, were near three 
weeks before they would cat them; they eat the thatch from the 
fhed, and the ftraw with which they were littered in preference. 
They afterwards eat about Sibs. a day each. The potatoes were 
given unwathed to both oxen and fheep, but the dirt was mofily 
rubbed off when they were picked up. The hay was given it 
equal portions at noon and night; the oxen w ere twice in the 
day loofed to drink, which in general was but little. Twice oF 
thrice un ox was nearly choaked by a potatoe, and therefore 3 
large {tiff rope was kept ready, foft at one end, to force down the 
threat in cate of aceident; ftri@ orders were alfo given that ne 
potatoes fhould be left in the troughs at nicht. For thefe com 
munications, the gold medal was voted to Mr. Dann. Mr. 
Hunter, ot Gubbins, Harts, alfo informed the fociety that he 
had practifed feeding cattle with potatoes two years; that 18 

790 he fattened 103 oxen, principally with thar food ; and if 
1791 had 73 capital cattle feeding on that provifion, which he 
bnds wonderfully nutritive, but will ret fatter an ex in 2 rea 
{onable 


—- Lh oan Gin Gh 





Tranfact. of the Soc. for the Encouragement of Arts, Sc. Vol. X. 259 


fonable time without hay. Mr. H. recommends, that, after a 
crop, the land be ploughed in boughrs [or (mall ridges ], to be 
bit by the froft in winter ; that the potatoes be fown in april at 
four teet diftance, that room may be left for the plough to pafs, 
‘a order to kill the weeds in fummer. Thus about 200 buthels 
pet acre may be obtained, which, at 1s. per buthel, is a great 

turn, and the land at the fame time ts equally  clednted as by a 
Finmer fallow, and in the month of october may be perfecily 
ft for wheat. ‘This Mr. H. experienced 1 in a field of 38 acres in 
izqgt. We have already had oceation (Rev. Vol. xvi. p. 387.) 
to exprefs our hopes, that this practice was coming into general 
ufe. 

Rhubarb.—A gold medal was adjudged to the late fir William 
Fordyce, for having raifed, in 1791, upwards of 300 plants of 
the true rhubarb, rheam palmatum of the London Pharmacope@ia. 

Improvement of mar, Ib land, Se.—My. Poynter, of Canewden, 
near Rochtord, Filex, received a gold medal tor having ¢ cained 
upwards of 70 acres of land, in Wallis’s iland, from the fea, which 
is now as good land as any in the illand. ‘To do this, a wall was 
made, the feat of which 1s 21 feet wide; it is ix feet high, and 
five teet wide on the top ; in length 6 96 feet. ‘This was done 


in the {pring of 1790, and refifted the high tide in february 1791, 


‘withour which the whole ifland, containing between two oand three 


thoufand acres in high cultivation, would probably ‘have been 
inundated. ‘The expence is itated at 3441. 2s. 

A gold medat was ulfo adjudged to Mr. Keyfal, of Moreton- 
upon-Lugg, Herts, for improving 272\acres two roads of marfh 
laad by vnder-draining, by oon the annual value was increafed 
trom 1631. . 6d. to 23 381. zs. Thewhole quangity of under- 
draining is 31,000 vards, “te fhallowelt a yard deep, many of 
hoe much deeper : the materials ftone. A wooden cut Is given 
to explain the manner in which the trenches are imade, and the 
luitruments made ufe of. Thefe under-trenches were made about 
45 feet Geep, one toot wide at top, and four inches at bottoms 
two flat ftones are then placed on cach fide of the drain ede. 
ways, and other ftones thrown in, which leaves room for the 
Water to run; on thefe the turf is placed, and the trench filled 
up. By thefe means, and opening large water recourfes a making 
a new road through the eilate, bridves, &c, 2205 acres in 
Moreton were increafed in value 561. 8s. 6d. per annum, at am 
expence of 6981. 11s. 8d. ; and Mr. K obferves, that dirty 
= orcton, as it was ufually called, no lon ger deferves t chat appel- 
ation. A filver medal was voted to G. Pearfon, ceiq., for having 
rendered 100 acres at Harperley, near Durham, fit Salt cultivation 
by underdraining, which was before entirely a bog ; two thirds of 
it worth nothing, and one third only three fhillines per acre. 
This was done by making 7735 yards of drain, at about 6:d. per 
yard on the av erage. The land is now worth 14s. per acre, and 
Sepals of further improvement. Another filver medal was alfo 
voted to Mr. W edge, tor defcribing his mauper of draining land 
at Bicknell, near Coventry, Mr. W., with confiderab le inge- 
huity, divides the feveral kinds of bogs into three claffes, and 
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lays down rules for draining each of them, which he illuftrates 
by examples of confiderable tracts of land, which he has rendered 
fit for cultivation by draining, that were betore of little or 
no value. In fome places the expence was confiderable, but 
in general this procefs appears to yield a very profitable return 
for the money employed; befide which, to the honour of this 
fociety it fhould be remarked, that the rewards held out by them 
have certainly been a confiderable ftimulus to this and other ex. 
ertions, which have not only proved beneficial to individuals, 
but to the country at large. 

Cyemistry.—The Rev. Mr. Swayne, of Pucklechurch, near 
Britiol, has tried fome experiments to afcertain the proportion of 
aftringent matter contained in the leaves of oak-trees, compared 
with that in the bark, in order to fhow, that, by increafing the 
quantity, leaves may be employed in tanning leather. The res 
jult he deduces is, that halt a peck of leaves contains nearly as 
much airingent matter as halt a pound of bark. By an act of 
parliament, the tanner is coniined to the uie of afh and oak bark, 
which was probably paffled with a view of encouraging the growth 
of thofe trees, or at the fuggeftions of fome excifeman ; at pre- 
fent, however, it is to be wifhed that this act were repealed, as 
the high price of oak bark is a great temptation to proprietors 
to cut thofe trees betore they are of fufficient growth for timber. 

Porite arts.—Under this head a defcription is given of a 
pethod of uniting wax and maftich with water, to ferve as a ve- 
hicle tor the colours ufed in painting in wax, to imitate the an- 
cient encauitic; by mifs Greenland. An account of this lady’s 
method of painting was given in the fifth volume of the tranf- 
atlions of this fociety. 

Manuractryres.—The Rev. Mr. Swayne, in a differtation of 

venteen pages, has examined the different accounts which have 
been given relative to the culture of filk in England, and the 
raiing ot mulberry trecs for that purpofe. He obferves, that 
the white mulberry feems to profper in a moifter and fiiffer foil 
than the black would; and that if the foil be dry, fandy, or gra 
velly, we fhould choofe the black ; ashe conceives, that the trees, 
to produce proper food for the filk worms, fhould be in the mott 
thriving ftate. It appears trom his invefligation, that the largett 
quantity of filk produced from a given number of worms in ths 
country, was by Mr. Bertezen, who obtained five pounds from 
12,000 worms, which ts twice as much as others have been abie 
todo. Mr. B. 1s faid to have been poflefled ot a fuperiour breed, 
and of a fecret in managing the worms, neither of which he 
would impart. As there are fome who object to the unfitnefs at 
is climate for filk worms, Mr. §S. informs us, on the authe- 
rity of a gentleman of credit on the continent, that in 1789, not 
leis than ¢400 pounds weight of filk were raifed in the cold, 
moilly fandy territories of Pruilia—What could not be raifed m 
the milder regions of Great Britain and Ireland, under eq¥ 
encourarement ! 

Mr. Knight, of Norwich, fent for the infpefion of the foe 
cicty a counterpane made in imitation of the Eaft India a 
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four yards fquare, without any feam. Thefe fhawls are ftated 

to be brought to fo great pertection as hardly to be dillinguifhed 

rom Indian, althoug ch they can be fold for a twentieth part of 
the prices A tilver ‘medal was prefented to Mr. Knight. 

‘Mect ANIcs.—=Fitty guineas were voted by the fociety to 

Bell, a ferjeant of artillery at W sats ich, for his invention 

of iiecstine a {hell loaded with lead on thore from a mortar, to 


which a line be ing fixed, perfonsin the boat or veffel might draw 
themfelves to land. For the fhe I] being of confiderable weight, 
{inks in the ground, and has fufficient hold to futtain perfons on 
a ratt, &c. The experiment was made at 200 yards from fhore, 


the fhell fell about 100 yards inland, and Mr. B. and ssather 
hauled themfelves afhore on a raft sin afew minutes. We have 
heard that Mr. B. has been fince appointed toa lieutenancy. 
Captain E. Pakenham fuggeits, that it would be a proper ex- 
pedient to have the mafts of {hi ips ot war fo formed, that the heel 
may, in cafe of the head being wounded in an aftion. be changed 


to. the head; for as all line ot battle {hips bury one third of their 


lower mafts, particularly three deckers, it follows, that if the 
wounds are in the upper thira, ots turning the maft fo as to make 
the heel the head, it will be ne as good as new: and the 


© 


capt ain obferves, that out of 58 lower m: alts that were wounded 
in eight actions which he was in lait war, 32 had their wounds 
in the upper third. To obviate any objection againtt the wounded 
part of the maft being below, it is obferved, that being below 
the wedges, 1t may with eafe be both fifhed, cafed, and fecured 
to any fize or degree you pleafe, with the addition of it’s being 
v ae lon each deck. Capt. P. propofes, that in new madts the 
proportional thicknefs towards the top fhould be increafed, by 
v hich means the mafts, when inverted, would be nearly as trong 
as originally. A wooden cut is given in explanation. 

Thirty pounds were voted to Mr. Howells, of Kennington- 
lane, for an improved detached efcapement for watches and 
me without fprings. Of this a plate is given, and a model 
may be feen at the fociety’s repofitory . as allo may a model of a 
crane for afcertaining the weight of the body fufpended, the de- 
fc ription of which is “accompanied by a plate ; and fifteen guineas 
were given to Mr. Andrews, the inventor. Forty guineas were 
alio prefented to Mr. White for a model and defcription of a 
crane tor wharfs, of which a perfpective view is annexed. The 
princips il difference between this and thofe cranes which are 
worked by walking wheels is, that, initead of a wheel, a eecaer 
plane is made for the man to walk upon, which, being fixed ; 


nght angles on an inclined axis, makes an inclined plane for him 
to aicend, in endeavouring to do which, the plane, with the axis, 
turns a oan the rope coiling round the axis draws up the 
weight. Parallel to the axis a beam is fix ed, which prevents the 


machine from moving when a lever fixed to it is not preffed down. 
This lever is placed fo as to reach about the height of a man’s 
breaft, and the man leans on it as he walks on the plane, and con- 
iequently in cafe of accident, by letting go the lever, the ma- 
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chine muft ftop. This appears a fimple and ingenious con- 
trivance. 

Another bounty of forty guineas was voted to Mr, Hill, of 
Deptford, for his invention of a machine for drawing bolts out of 
fhips. The ufe of this machine is, to draw the kelfon and dead. 
wood bolts out, and to draw the knee of the head bolts: many 
of thefe were heretofore obliged to be driven through, to get them 
out, by which much damage was done. They are drawn, in this 
machine, by the means of ferews, of which a plate is given, and 
a model is at the focicty’s repofitory. 

Thirty-fix guineas were given to ten perfons for having thot 
fith with the cun harpoon: tome of thefe were fhot at ten fae 
thoms diftance. 

Corontes anp Trant.—A gold medal was voted to Mr. 
Unwin, for having been infirumental in reviving the tin trade to 
China. Mr. U. tiates, that in the year 1788-g about 3000 tons 
of tin were raifed in Cornwall; that the price was reduced ia 
confequence of the want of demand to 5$1. per ton ; but that in 
1790-1, in confequence of 8co tons being exported to China, (at 


621. per ton) the price to the « uropean market was railed to 72 l. 


per ton, being together 33,9501. per annum in favour of the 
country. This is av age Way of calculation : but certainly the 
export of tin by the India company has been of very great fer- 
vice to the county, and_a profitable {peculation for themfelves. 

Some famples of cinnamon from Dr. Dancer, at Jamaica, 
having been examined by a committee of the fociety, at which 
were prefent fome of the moit eminent dealers in that fpice, it 
was their unanimous opinion, that tome of the cinnamons were 
preferable to any cinnamon imported from Cevlon, both in colour 
and flavour. 

The remainder of this volume, confifting of 192 pages, containt 
lifts of rewards bettowed from ofiober 1791, to june 1792—#0t 
prefents and models received—of the officers of the fociety, and 
chairmen of the committees — of rewards offered for inven 
tions Or improvements in the feveral branches of art and fcience, 
amounting to 243—-and of the contributors to the fociety—with 


’ 


an index to the volume. A. De 
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Art.iit. Odbjfervations on the Hifory and Cure of the APhma ; in evbich 
the Proprie ‘y of ufing the Cold Bath in that Diforder is ull) con fidertie 
By Michael Rvan, m.p. and Member of the Royal Antiquarian 
Society of Edinburgh. 8vo. 227 pages. Price “3s. 6d, fewed. 
Robinfons. 1793. 7 
Frew complaints to which the human body is expofed are mor 

formidable in their nature, or more haraffing in their progrefs, than 

that which ts the fubject of the prefent inquiry. The opinion of it’s 
being an incurable difeafe, it’s threatening inftant fuffocation, and the 
frequency of it’s attacks, are circumftances fo alarming to the patient, 
that they frequently weaken and deprefs the mind, although codone 
Wi 
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with great fortituderand refignation, The difcovery of any remedy 
that tends to afford permaneat relief in fuch a diftreffing fituation muft 
heretore undoubtedly be entitled to the refpect and attention of man- 
In this refpect, however, the efforts of phyficians have hitherto 
heen very inadequate ; for in their treatment of atthma, they have 
rather confined themfclves to the palliative than radical plan of re- 
moving the complamr. It is however the intention of the author 
of the eflay before us, to advife a different imethod of cure in this 
fe, to that which has been generally recommended.—The remedy 


kind. 


Ca 


o } j 
that he appears chiefly to depend upon is cold bathing*, which, 
though it may not have been in general ule, has certainly been noticed 
by different writerson afthma. The plan of this etfay 1s firitto examine 


and conitder the effects of the cold bath on alihmatics, and thea, by 
fats and cautious deductions trom them, to eftabliih the prattice. In 
the firit part of his work the do¢tor enters into an examination of the 
difference of opinion between the ancients and moderns, concerning 
the nature of aithma; inquires into the caufes which operate in pro- 
ducing it; aod confiders the diferent remedies etnployed in it’s cure. 
heterm aiihma has often been ufed very indifcriminately, by being 
applied to different complaints of the lungs. The practical writers 
have confounded at with almoft every {pecies of dytpnaa; and the 
methodical nofologifts have principally diftinguithed afthma from 
dyfpnea, only by the former being a fimilar affection with the latter, 
but in a | igher deg ree. Thefe applications of the term do not feem 
either correct or very proper ; for the " te ingenious Dr. Cullen has 
well obferved, that the term aflhma can only be properly applied, and 
ought to be alone confined to cafes of ditliculty of breathing that have 
articular fymptoms, and depend upon a peculiar proximate caufe. 
Much attention is without doubt required in giving the hiftory of 
this difeafe, both from the nature of the complaint itfelf, and from it’s 
being frequently complicaged with other aifections of the organs of re- 


P. 


ipiration. 

Refpecting the nature of the caufes that operate in the produce 
tion of this diforder, there has been great diverfity ot opinion, By 
fome it has been afcribed to a defluxton on the lungs, by others to a 
plethora, and by a ftill greater number to an affection ot the nerves. 
Indeed, the matter feems to have been much influenced by the prevail- 
ing fyitems of the time. ‘The doctrines of plethora, debility, irritae 
bility, &c., by which phyficians have attempted to explain other 
{pafmodic afecttons, have (the author remfsks) with great plauiibility, 
been transferred by analogy to this difeafe ; and this may femetimes 
have been done with propriety: but, that in general, he is convinced 
from accurate obfervation of thofe who commonly become it’s victims, 
that no particular temperament o1 habit of body is more liable to ig 
than another: on this point, fo far as our own obfervations go, they 
are direily in oppofition to the conclufion the author has here drawn. 
\ ¢ fhall, however, give our readers a fpecimen of the dottor’s reafon- 
og with refpect to this matter. P. 24. 

‘In this country, [Ireland] the lower order of people who are 
daily expofed to the various viciflitudes of the weather, who are con- 
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* Sea bathing is principally recommended. 
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ftantly employed in bodily labour, and poff {s in confequence thereof 


a rigidity of fi bre and robuft conftitutions, are very frec quently affliéted 
with afthma—much more {fo indeed than perfons in the higher walks of 
life, whofe frames, enervated by indolen e, luxury, and a redundance 
of humours, become irrit: ssi ina high degree, and are prone to vari- 
ous other fpafmodic affe¢tion Befides this deicription of afthmatics, 
there is a clafs of artifans hes appear to, be the greateft fufferers by this 
difcafe, fuch as brewers, bakers, foap-boilers, blackfmiths, and m; any 
erhers *.. If thefe be tacts whofe authenticity cannot be called in 
queftion, any predifpofition from plethora, irritability, &c. either in 
the body at large or in the lungs 1n particular, does not feem to con- 
tribute fo eflentially to the production of this difeafe as is generally 
imagined. 

« The fymptoms of flatulence, indigeftion, hypochondriafis, &c. that 
fo conftantly accompany the afthma, have in all probability very much 
m ied pra€titione rs. Initead o conti idering them the natural confequence 
of the difeafe, as they ought to do, they bring them forward as an argu- 
ment in fupport of a contrary opinion. ‘They fuppofe that fuchfymp- 
toms always indicate a weak, lax, and irritable fibre; and that any 
diforder, as the afthma, aang in fuch a habit, and attended with 
con aplaints of this nature, mutt be the offsp ring a nervous debility. 
Hence the idea of nervous ae hyfteric aflhma frit took its rife. This, 
however, is a very falfe m ode of reafoning. 

‘ Take, for exan P le, a perfon of the moft vigorous conftitution, 
whofe ftomach, previous to the afthma, would fubdue the mott vifcid 
and indigeltible {pecies of aliment ; bebo ld him after feveral attacks of 
his diforder, and you will often find his appetite materially injured, 
the tone of his ftomach impaired, while Sisalendé . diftenfion of this 
organ, and various other nervous fymptoms, as they are called, will 
conftantly follow. This is tn faét fo often the cafe with afthmatics, 
that very few except ions occur to the Sentra: "Y. 

The fource o F the fe errours the author traces back to Willis, who, 
he ti inks, was the firit that confidered afthma as a fpafmodic difeate, 
and me ible of being induced by powers applied to the nervous fyftem, 
or moving fibres.— -After this we meet with the doétor ow ning, that ir- 
ditabilie ity or fenfibility, in certain habits, may fo far predominate in the 
lungs, as to expofe px fons to fits of aith ma from trifling caufes: but 
till he is convinced that this is not a common occurrence. What w2s 
it, that afforded the doctor this conviction? Was it the decifive ev 
dence of ta¢éts? or, was it not rather the difagreement of thofe 


dottrines with the theorv he has formed of the dife: ife ?>—The afthma 
has been foppofed by { writers to depend upon an hereditary 
taint: but thts do¢tor R. contends not to be the cafe; as in 99 cafes 
of too, the a; pplication of cold to the lungs, in this ‘climate, is the 


chiet and principal il caufe of laying th e foundation of the diforder, © 

bringing on the attacks, and of continuing the difeafe after it has once 
taken place. —W e tind the do@tor attempting the eftablifhment of this 
theory, of cold bet: Z the ge neral and principal caufe of afthma, 
through feveral pages; yet he allows that other caufes may fomevimes 
operate fo as to produce the difeafe. If the truth of the opinion here 
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contended for fhould be granted, we cannot find how itis to improve 
the method of treating the difeafe, or that it can poffibly lead to any 
thing new in the management of it—it’s fuperiority therefore to the 
other do¢trines, may juttly be queftioned. 

We come next to the author’s inquiry refpecting the prognofis in this 
difeafe. On this point Dr. R. feems inclined to believe, that the 
notions entertained of the eaufes of this affection have contributed 
very much to influence the decifions of phyficians. * If [fays he] the 
athma be a diforder which is in general tranfmitted from parents to 
their offspring by an hereditary taint, or if it originate in an idiofyn- 
crafy, as it is called, or a peculiar ftate of the fibres amped on the 
frame by the hand of nature; then a phyiician. is juftifiable in pro- 
claiming the diforder incurable, and in withholding that confolation 
from the afflicted, which neither his own character, the nature of the 
complaint, nor any expeétations he can have trom the common 
remedies, will allow him to give. But if, on the other hand, 
the majority of cafes that daily occur in practice be the effects of 
cold, and cannot be traced to any conftitutional infirmity, fome ray 
may be emitted from this light to diflipate the miit thrown over the 
fubje¢t, in confequence of the errors committed with refpect to the 
eficient caufe of the difeafe.’ From the facts and obfervations which 
the author has adduced, it appears to be his opinion, that the difeafe, 
in many inftances, is an accidental complaint, and that there 1s no 
true foundation in it’s nature for paffing the harfh fentence upon it, 
that has commonly been done by phyficians. Upon thefe principles 
the author refts his prognoftics and method of cure ; and the obftinacy of 
the afthma is charged to the account of the negligence of practitioners 
in the early ftages of the difeafe. 

The concluding chapter of this part of the work is taken up by an 
examination of the feveral remdies that have been in ufe in the cure of 
athma, and obfervations upon them. ‘The remedies that have chiefly 
been employed are, bleeding, bliftering, iffues, expectorants, anti- 
{pafmodics, tonics, &c. In order to direct the ufe of the lancet, the 
author thinks it neceflary to have attention to the caufes that induced 
the difeafe ; and as the application of cold to the lungs is the mot fre- 
juent exciting caufe in the do¢tor’s opinion, he concludes, that ftrong 
fymptoms of an inflammatory difpotition muft often accompany the 
firt ftage of afthma, and that hence vencfection muit be prefcribed, 
without our views being confined merely to the removal of the plethoric 
diate, or the abatement of fpafm. At other times it may alfo be necef- 
lary to draw blood, to prevent obitructions, and bring on a ftate of 
intermiffion neceflary for the operation of fuch remedies as are capable 
of putting a ftop to the progrefs of the difeafe. Blilters are to be ap- 
pied in the beginning of the diforder, or when a fit is brought on by 
the application of cold, at any period. 

The frequent ufe of tartarifed aatimony, fquills, ammoniacum, and 
other remedies of this kind, the author thinks, will be injurious to 
aithmatics, by increafing the force of the circulation, and thereb 
Overheating the body, and by impairing the funcuons of the ftomach. 
Lie therefore recommends emetics as the moft fafe, fpeedy, and effica- 
Clous remedies, In prefcribing for afthmatics, great attention Ought to 
be paid to fimplicity of compotition. Iffues are advifed in two varieties 
bi the difeafe, viz. where the patient is of a full and plethoric habit ; 
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and where, whether there be figns of general fulnefs or not, with she 
afthma, he has a catarrhal affeétion, 

Afier thus noticing the eyacuant remedies generally preferibed jn 
afthmatic complaints, the author pafies to the conhderation of thofe 
medic ines that are capable of alleviating or fulp nding the fits. On 
this fybjeét much diverfity of opinion has prevailed, and great variety 
of remedies have been at different times recommended. Doétor Will 
has contended, that the fetid gums and volatile falts have been highly 
ufeful in thefe diforders, while fir John Floyer and others have alto. 
gether condemned them. Our author does not think them intitled to 
the high encomiums of the one, or to the fevere and undiftinguithing 
cenfure of the other. Pp. ro4. 

« When in the beginning of afihma the fits recur at very hort inter. 
vals, after evacuations being premifed, and that fymptoms are fill} 
prefent which forbid the ufe of opium (as muft fometimes be the cafe}, 
will a phyfician look on with indifference, and behold the diforder ad. 
vance with Tay id firides, without taking fuch fieps as may oppofe its 
progrefs? No. | dare fay that every phyfician of judgment, 1n fuch 
a fituation, would prefcribe mufk, ather, and afatcetida itfelf in large 
dofes, in order to lengthen the intervals of the fits, and give himfelf 
an opportunity of throwing in the bark and other tonics with 
freedom. 

* Inthe hands of Dr. Millar, afafoetida, when given in large dofes, 
proved a very powerlul remedy in the afthma of infants; and it is 
highly probable that, on many occafions, with proper management, it 
may be adminiftered in the affhma of adults with advantage. It was 
cuftomary with him to join a portion of neutral falt with the afafectida 


ina tate of folution, forthe purpo e, J luppoie, of procuring a moitt 
fkin, having tound by experience thatit was often fucceeded by acom 
plete remifih not all the {; mpton 

‘ As cold is o tregueni!y he exciting caufe of—afthma, we are war- 
ranted from anai to fav, that {piritus Mindereri, and other medicines 
capable of procuring a gentle moifiure at the furtace, may with pro- 


priety he given in the eariv fiace of the aithma ; and that of courfe the 
practice of Dr. | r may be fometimes transferred to grown up per 
fons, and imitated with fuccefs. Of this, however, 1 have had no 
experience. 


« Among the various medicines of this clafs, opium unqueftionably, 
with certain refiriétions, holds the firft rank. Ever fince its introduc 
tion into the cure of althma, fome of the moft celebrated writers on the 
difeafe have con‘icered it peculiarly well adapted to the removal of the 
Spaimodic fits. Willis, Floyer, and others have given it with freedom, 
and it has frequently anfwered their moft fanguine expectations, 
Willis in particular feems to have made fome jult obfervations on 1s 
ufe; for though he fpeaks in high terms of its efficacy, yet he qualifies 
hem in fuch a manner as to euard again{t its rafh or indiferimuanate 


t 
. 1, , ~~ 
Sapp ication. 


Opium, ina fir attack of this difeafe, is advifed to be cautioully 
emploved ; but the author, notwithftanding, judicioufly directs the at- 
tention of the prattitioner, in a particular manner, to the early ftage : 
the diforder, asa period in which much may be effeéted by this aay 
cine when properly adminiftered. After obferving, that the bark - 
moftly been confined to eafes of nervous afthma, the author es a. 
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his opinion, that there can be no folid objection to it inany cafe, or any 
kind of the diforder, except where there is inflammation or tendency 
to it, a full habit of body, or catarrhal affections. Little can be ex- 
pected from me ‘dicine when the difeafe is become habitual in the con- 
fitution. On the authority of doctor Withers, the author fp-aks of 
flowers of zinc as being of great ufe in the different forms of afthma, 
Like the bark, our author feems to think, that they will be found 
moft effectual when given in the intervals of the paroxyfms, and in 
pretty large dofes. Refpe Cting the diet and regimen proper for afth- 
matic patients, the author avoids entering into any detail, becaufe he 
thinks the fubject has been treated with great judg me nt by other phyfi- 
cians. —U pon the whole, the author is of opini ion, that, 1 in order to fix 
the cure ot this difeafe upon a folid foundatioa, it is neceffary to call in 
eae aid of cold bathing. The eflicacy of this remedy has appeared to 
him fo very remarkable in many cafes, as well in the removal of the 
fi ts, as in the prevention of a relapfe, that he is firmly perfuaded we 
vevery few fpafmodic difeafes ot equal magnitude with afthma, fo 
compl tely in our power. We with other practitioners may find this 
rer medy equally powerful in fimilar cafes. 

In t! ie fecond part of our author's work, he goes at fome length into 
an inquiry concerning the ufe of cold bathing in the cure of the difeafe 
in queition. In the treatment of this complaint, the cold bath has 
fldom been employed either by ancient or modern phyficians. The 
tellimony of Calius Aurelianus in it’s favour the doctor treats as of 
little confequence, becaufe unfupported by facts; nor has the expe- 
rience of fir John Floyer, in the opinion of doctor R, afforded any 
thing fatisfactory on this head. To prevent any kind of uncertainty 
or dit truft with refpett to the ufe of this remedy, and the advantages re- 
fulting from the trials with it, the writer has been particularly careful in 
putting ¢ down every circumftance of the cafes which he relates; and 
trom the fituation of the different patients, before recourfe was had to 

old bathing, the inefficacy of other remedies, and the manner in 

_— the experiments were conducted, he is perfuaded that no fallacy 

n be detected in the inferences that have been drawn, 

“The cafes which the author has brought forward in proof of the 
good « eflects of cold bathing are undoubtedly clear and decifive fo far 
as they go, though they are much too few in number to afford a full and 
complete body of evidence on the fubje¢t.—But the fafety and i impor- 
tance of this remedy we find the author attempting to eftablith by ar- 
goments taken from other fources. P. 170. 

‘ On examining a number of perfons with various complaints, and 
of different ages and conftitutions, who have bathed for a feafon in the 
fea, it will in general be found, that few of them have been attacked 
with coughs or catarrhs, This may afford fome room for fpeculation 
to a pe rion who would confider that, perhaps, the major part of them 
repaired to the water without confulting any phyfician on the propriety 
of fuch an undertaking. It mutt, a Ty appear furprifing i fuch 
a num! ver of valetudinarians efcape with impunity 9 when we confider 
the da iger that is fuppofed to arife from the fuppreffion of perfpiration. 

‘ However, not only the vigorous and cig but alfo the feeble 
and enervated, feldom experience any complaint of the lungs from the 
Operation of this element. Even people of the latter defcription are 
@iten obliged to withdraw chenatel es from bathing, in order to avoid 
many 
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many difagreeable and diftreffi ng complai nts, among which a couh o 
catarrh is very rarely difcovered. What conclufion are we to dias 
from fuch array > "The moft obvious and natural one is, that though 
the perfpiration be fu pprefied, and the fluids be driv en from the external 
to the internal parts during the tu ne of immerfion, they are in general 
reftored to their former fitwation { after the ope ratio n of the wate 
isover. If this inference be not saeieet. at lealt it is natural to fup. 
pofe that, in the cuftomary way of cold-bathing, the action of the 
perfpirable matter on the Jungs is not of a very formidable nature, 

¢ From the well-known aftringent effects of cold water on the fur. 
ce of the body, it is reafonable to believe that a te mporary check is 
pat to the per{piration in every inftance of cold-bathing : but how or 
TI 


f, 
eat. | nag 
n what degree it is productive of difeafe, 1s probably a matter of 
difficult 3 inveti ligation. 
¢ Without being under the neceflity of indulging the imaginationin 
any fanciful theory, we can prove, from incontrovertible facts, thata 
very great latitude may be allowed in cold bathing, without any danger 
from the retention of the perpirable matter. 

Fifhermen often remain up to the middle1in water, for the greater 
part of a day, without rece iving any injury. Perfons who are em- 
ployed as affiftants at bathing places, have the greateft part of them 
bodies under water for feveral hours every day during the feafon, 
without finding any inconvenience from it by cough, catarrh, or any 
fuch diforc ler. 

The doctor urges a variety of arguments to prove that no mifchief 
con poffibly arife from the fuppofed power of cold bathing in checking 
pe r{piration in this complaint.—Perhaps not. But may not danger be 
{ometimes appre hended in debilitated habits, from the fudden and 
direc tly debilitating oper. ation of this favourite remedy of our author's! 
In this way we think it may frequently do harm, not only in this dif- 
weder, but in many others. After {tating different arguments drawn 
from the a¢tion of cold bathing in other difeafes, in “defence of the 
propriety of it’s ufe in oa he attempts to point out the forms or 
varieties of the diforder, that admit of it’s application. But the 
author confefles, ail his ideo Mae makes againft him, that the talk of 
poin wing out the cafes wherein the cold bath may be employed with 
fafety 1s attended with confiderable difficulty, both from the want of 
a fat ent number of facts to guide us, and from the complicated na- 
ti 
c! 


of wed complaint. Where, however, ulcers of the lungs, tuber- 
s, infl ammation, recent or continued catarrhs, local or ge -newal 
allies dropfy of the cheft, mal-conformation of it, and difhculty 
of breathing are evidently igen he thinks, they entire ly preclude 
the ufe of this remedy. ‘The author’s reafoning on each of thele 
heads is in general pertinent, and hi is obfervations, diftin¢tions, and dif- 
criminations, for the mot part, fuch as tend to elucidate, explain, 
and put in a more prominent point of view, the different circumftances 
which he aims to imprefs on the reader’s attention. In a few inftances, 
lowever, his remarks appear of lefs importance. The pulfe is by 20 
means always a juit criterion of the difeafed ftate of the lungs, n0f 
e the caufes ot the great difficulty of ET that fo freque atly 
eccur in this diforder always to be difcovered by the moft } judicious 
phwfician; theretore confiderable difficulty mutt attend the recom 
- ‘tion of thevemedy, ta the clofe of the work dogior R. res 
0 
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fome inftruGtions with refpect to the manner of ufing the cold bath to 
the greateft advantage.— We fhall conclude our analytis of this publica- 
tion by obferving, that the theoretical re afonings which it contains are 
not always fuch as afford conviction, confequently not of equal value 
with the praétical deduétions, which are frequently judicious and ufeful ; 
but the facts adduced in fupport of the ai athor’s Opinion are of inf- 
nitely the greateft importance, and if found by future obfervation and 
ex] serien e. to have been made with due accuracy and attention, are 
{i ich as mi nf confiderably widen the range of the ph) ‘fician’s practice i ia 
difeafe where it has been extremely narrow and circumfcribed. 


Art. iv. Ax Experimental Inquiry into the conftituent Principles of the 
Sulphurecus Water at Notting? on near Weymiuth: / og ether with Ob- 
ferva ns relative to ils Applic ration tn the Cure of Dif afes, By Ro- 
‘bert Graves, M.p. &c. Svo. 60 pages. Price 1s. 6d. Sherborne, 
Crutrwell; London, Johnfon. 1792 
Turse experiments, we are told in the introduGtion, were made 

origins wally | “ rh out any view to their p ublication; but the refult turn- 

ing out different from what the author had reatoa to expect, he has 
been ndeced to profecute his inguiry with greater accuracy, and to 
communicate his difcoveries refpecting the contents of this mineral 
water to public ; ; in doing which he has not merely confined him- 
felf to a detail of experiments, but given an account of the probable 
virtues of this water in the cure of particular ¢ difeafes, for the ufe of 
thofe invalids who may be led to employ it me ‘icinally. Direttions 
are allo interiperied with refpett to the beft methods of it” s application. 

The {pring, from which this mineral water iffues, is fituated at Not- 

tingto: 1, 2 {mall hamlet about two miles from Weymeuth. In the vi- 

cinity of this well the prefence of fulphureous matter is evident, par- 


t) ularly in wet feafons, when the water colle¢ts above the Wii tel of 
the gr ound. Some of the contiguous {l: inding water appears to be 
flightly impre gnated with iron, but exhibits no figns of a fulphureons 


quality. A whitihh circular border, marking: the  heig! it to which the 
water rife Ss, 1s di iftinguifhable on the infide of the well, and a copious 
yellowifh depofition is feen adherin g to the blades of grafs and 
ftones in the channel through which the water is difcharged. ‘This 
water, when taken frefh from the well, is in general as clear and tranf- 
. rent as fountain water, and emits a ftrong falphureous odour refem- 
ling the fcourings of a gun. From thefe circumftances, related in 
this work, and feveral others, it is pretty evident, that this water is of 
afulphureous nature. After afcertaining i it’s temperature and {pecific 
gravity, the author prefents us with the appearances which are induced 
in it by precipitants ; and then goes on to determine the proportion 
and nature of it’s fixed principles by means of evaporation, and of it’s 
aérial contents by diftillation. ‘The analyfis feems to have been con- 
duéted y a great care, attention, and accuracy; and from it the 
author conc lade S, that in a fingle gallon of this water, wine meafure, 


the followin g principles are contained, and in the following propor- 
tlons. 


Grains. 
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Carbonate of lime — —_ 7 
Carbonate of magnefia —_ ae F 
Alumine a — ame : 
Siliceous earth — iw al ; 
Cubic inches 
Azotic gas, or phlogiflicated air _— 4 
Carbonic acid gas, or fixed air —_ 6 
Sulphurated hydrogen gas, or hepatic air — 6 


Dr. G. objects to the methods that have been recommended for fe. 
parating anda afcertaining the refpeGiive proportions of fulphorated 
hydrogen, and carbonic acid gafes, when prefentin mileral waters; 
and to us likewifle there appears fomething folid in the obiettion ; we 


fhall therefore give the paflage in his own words. P. 30. 


¢ Before proceeding further in this inquiry, I think it neeeflary to 
gntroduce 2 few obfer. ations on the methods recommended to be em 
ployed, with a view to feparate, and thenee to afcertain, the refpec- 
tive quantities of fulphurated hydrogen and carbonic acid gas when 
prefent in a mineral water; fince they will ferve, in a great meafure, 
t© fhow my reafons for adopting the foregoing method in the prefent 
analyfs. Dr. Garnett, to whom the public is indebted for a vale 
able treatife on the waters of Harrogate, has provofed the ui of hme 
for that purpofe ; from a perfuafion that this iubftance will abforb and 
setain the carbonic acid, and leave only the fulphurated hydrogen gas 
to be extricated, together with the azotie gas which may exift at the 
fame time. it is evident that, allowing lime exerts no further ation 
on the exiftent gafes than 1s here fuppofed, it would prove a very pro- 
per and convenient inftrament for accomplifhing the neceffary fepare- 
tion of them. Bet from a variety of judicious experiments lately ine 
ftiruted, it would feem, that this opinion is not well founded ; for, 
according to thefe experiments, lime, as well as alkalics both fixed 
and volatile, poflefles a ftrong difpofition to abforb fo)phurated hy- 
drogen gas when falling within its {phere of attraction. How far in- 
deed tts power of attracting this aériform fluid may be diminifhed by 
the prefence of carbonic acid in the water examinefi, experiments 
alone can fufficiently determine; if, however, we may infer any thing 
from analogy in this cafe, it would teach us, that the effect of the 
acid, as now fuggefted, is fomewhat confiderable.—When heat is ap- 
plied to fulphures made with aérated alkalies, a portion of felphurated 
hydrogen is difengaged, along with carbonic acid gas; but, in order 
tO procure any extrication of air from cautftic fulphures, an acid 1s 
required, which in confequence of its greater affinity feizes the alkal, 
and by faturating this, gives occafion to the hepatic gas to efcape, 
heat of itfelf being totally infufficient for that purpofe. That carbo- 
nic acid, therefore, diminithes the affinity of lime for fulphurated hy- 
drogen, there is ftrong reafon to conclude ; yet lime I prefume can 
never be employed with advantage in feparating thofe aériform fluids, 
for reafons which the experienced chemiit, on a little refle¢tion, cal- 
not but readily perceive.’ 

Dr. ©. feems intentionally to have avoided entering upon the eX 
planation of the manner in which the aérial impregnations of this wa- 
ter are accomplifhed, though the inquiry would feem in fome degree 
neceilary, and to be connected with the fubject on which he treats. 


Neither the very ingenious obfervations of Screen, a — 
ghai 
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that Dr. Garnett has made on this point in his treatife on Harrogate 
waters, are fuch as render a further inveftigation of this matter un- 
necefiary - 

The co-exiftence of a€rated vegetable alkali and felenite, or fulphate 
of lime, which the author has detected in the Nottington waters, 
being uncommon, and not perfectly reconcileable to the knowa laws 
of chemical attraction ; Dr. G. endeavours to afford fome explanation 
of the manner in which it may take place. This is done upon Berg- 
mann’s fuppofition, that, from thefe fubftances being fo very ehinly 
fcattered through the water, they muft naturally a¢t very flowly om 
cach other, and from the aétivity of the alkali being likewife furthes 
ceprefled by it’s union with the carbonic acid. 

». 37. « From thefe obfervations, it is eafy to underftand how the 


+ 
’ 


vegetable fixed alkali and fulphate of lime, as contained in Nottingtom 
vater, may exit together, without any immediate decompofition. ‘Iho*® 
he quantity of felenite diffolved in this water, is more than double of 
what Bergmann found in Spa water; yet it may be fairly fuppofed toe 
incoafiderable to occafion any material difference, with regard to the 
particular now under confideration. Should any one, however, be in- 
clined ¢o expect any perceptible difference, or alteration of appearance, 
from the fuperior quantity of felenite as above mentioned ; he ought 
at the fame time to recollect, that che quantity of alkali difcevered am 
this water, is much lefs than has been found in Spa witer; the latter 
containing, according to Bergmann’s analyfis, near three grains to a 
quart, while the former I have fhewn to have but one. Any objec- 
tion, thereiore, made to the foregoing explanation of the fact, on ac- 
unt of the additional quantity of felenite, it is manifeft, cannot 
» be maintained ; fince it is clearly counterbalanced by the dif- 
proportion of alkali exifting in the two waters, as above itated.’ 

From the experiments of Bergmann, Fourcroy, and others, the fad 
of the vegetable fixed alkali being fometimes found in mineral waters 
as certain, bur yet it is difficult co fhow the manner in which they be- 
come uppregnated with it. ‘The trials of Dr. Ath, however, lead us 
to fuppofe, chat it is moft generally found combined with she nitric 
acid in mineral waters: but from our author’s analyfis it is evident, 
that it may eaift where the nitric acid is not prefent; for the only 
acids that the author found combined with the vegetable alkali in the 
Nottington water were the muriatic and carbonic. 

Here our author terminates the analytical labours of the prefent 
work, and proceeds to point ont the difeafes in which the Nottingtoa 
water has a probability of being ferviceable, and the beft means of em- 
ploving it in the cure of them. Long experience has futhiciently de- 
montirated the great utility and efficacy of certain mineral waters, de- 
hominated fulphureous, in the cure of different complaints affecting 
mankind ; but yet the author thinks it a queftion not eafily determined, 
whether their medicinal virtues are more properly to be afcribed to the 
‘ulphureous principle, than to the faline, or any other impregnation 
atiociated with it? It would feem that advantage may frequently be 
derived from an union of different principles in the fame waters ; but 
in a variety of diforders, efpecially of the fkin, which are commonly 
termed fcorbutic, the beft effects may be expected from the judicious 
ure of fulphurated waters. 

he water which our author has here examined is certainly not fo 
“congly impregnated with the fulphureous principle as the Harro- 
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= 


eate water, therefore it cannot be equally ferviceable in all the differ. 
ent dife afes, to which that water may be adapted, yet the author thinks 
that in many cafes it will be found hig ghly ufeful. In it’s chemical 
jualities, the Nottington water r appears, from the author’s trials, very 
much to refemble the Moffat {prin zs in Scotland, and Dr. G,’s experi. 
ence would warrant us in concluding it to be ufeful in the fame kind of 
difeafes for which that water has been celebrated. In the cure of impeti. 
ginous diforders the virtue s of this water, in the author’s opinion, may 
be improved by an ac ldition of fome faline fubftance. What he recom. 
mends 18 a C mpofition of two parts of common {alt to one of Epfom, 
Rochelle, or any other p urga ative falt; and fuch a portion to be taken 
in the w ater, as will make it gently laxative. No fixed or invariable 


directions can be given with reipect to the neceflary quan tity of water 
to be taken, as much will depend on the age, {tre ngth : conftitution, and 
nabits of the patient. For adults from one pint to three will g generally 
be fufficient, but care muft always be taken not to overload “the fy. 
mach. We think with the author, that too little attention has beep 
paid to the external application of this kind of water in the cure of 
cuticular ¢ laints, and feel difappointed that he | has not offered any 
information on thi | int which appears to be of fon ey h comfequence, 
A convenient method of applying it might certainly be eafily found, 


In cafes ot ferofula, we have our doubts of much permanent benefit 
—_ derived either from this, or any other mineral water; the cir 
cumitance, however, of it’s being rs ORT: ot being emp loye 4, together 
with fea bathing, 1s undoubtedly favourable, and deferves attention. 
Few intelligent furgeons, we apprenes id, will be of our author ’s opinion, 
that the alleviation of pain, and promotion of the healing proceis, con 
fequent upon the application of water to fchrofulous fores, originates 
trom the tonic and altringent Se cis of cold. his water is further 
recommended by our author in fpafmodic pains of the ftomach and 
bowels, and in affections of the bias, proceeding from {fabulous 
concretions. 

We fhall conclude our remarks on this little performance, by obfer- 
ving, that the author has confine Phi infelf in the chemica | part within 
too narrow limits, but fo far as his analyfis extends, it appea ars accurate 
and fatisfactory. In the medical part of his work, the obfervations 
and directions are fuch as may guide the invalid in his ufe of thefe wa- 
ters, but too > grea an attachment to th cory is frequently to be obfer- 
ved in the author's conclufions. A. Re 
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Arr. v. Moevtorres du Comie de Maurcpas, Minifire de la Marine, &e. 
lemoirs ot the Count de eee io Niintthes of the Marine, &e. 
Third Edition. 3 Vv ols. 8vo. About 240 pa. e ach. Printed at 
Paris in 1792, and imported by J. Bofle, Gerrard-flreet, Soho 
Tuese volumes co not contain any of the particulars of the 
life or adminifiration of the late count de Maurepas, who had 
grown hoary in the Fre nch cabinet, and was ac ual inted with all 
it’s intrigues; they confit ot a colleétion of papers, fome of 
which were drawn up by his order, and all arranged unc ler his 


butpection, by Mr. Sale, his confidential fecretary, during ie 
exu¢ 
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t Bourges. We fhall mention the contents of the feveral 


° SUC « 
is ros and tranflate fuch paflages as appear either new or in- 
cal rereiting. 
ry Vol. t. book I. contains an account of the laft years of the 
ri. reign of Lewis xIv, in which the influence ot madame de Main- 
of tenon, and the intrigues of the court, are enumerated. Here 
ti. fyllows a fhort character of the monarch himfelf : 
ay ‘ Lewis xiv died on the fir of feptember, 1715, after a long 
*. ‘linefs which he had born with great firmnefs. The extenfive 
n, authority which he poileifed, and the numerous taxes which he 
n was obliged to levy on his people, in order to fupport the dit- 
Je ferent wars that occurred during his reign, prevented him trom 
T being regretted, and even occalioned fome demonftrations of an 
d m decent 20) at hi s burial. 
ly ‘ He was, however, a great prance, as far as concerned the 
Je leiaal Ach ‘ronment of a itate, : sd he would have been fuccefi- 
0 fulin all his enterprifes, if he had continued to have had the 
if fame great men about him whom he confulted at the beginning 
y of his reign. 
te ‘ He poffeffed much firmnefs of character, and gave repeated 
. proofs of it, having oe feen his fon, the dauphin, madame the 
It dauphinefs, the duke “of Britanny, &c. all die before his eyes in 
R lefs than two ye ne, and having only one heir left, who had not 
T attained the age ofr re afon. 
. ‘ He difplayed evideut tokens of the fame firmnefs ons the 
, bad fuccefs which accomine anied his ente rprifes after 1704; and 
” to fuch a len sth was he driven at one time, that when te fet out 
5 rom Verfatiles in 17125 in order to go to Fontainebleau, he left 
amir to unroof the cattle in cafe Landre ecy fhould be taken by 
the encmy, as he ous no longer vifit Verfailles in fafety. In 
; cafe of this event, he had refolved to crofs the Loire and retire 
to Saumur. The battle of Denain, which was gained by 
: marfhal de Villars, re-eftablifhed his affairs; the hese of Lan- 
drecy was raifed, and the king returned to Verfailles. 
. * He was obliged, by way of fupporting the expences of this 
War, toiffue excheguer bills inflead of money. At firlt, the intereft 


was punttually paid, but this was afterwards difcontinued, and 
luch was the depreciation of this paper, that it paffed at a dif- 
count of from 70 to 80 per cent. ; at length it was funded under 
the name of rentes fur la ville, and two thirds of it were gotten rid 
of in 1714, The French never complained of thefe bankruptcies, 
lor the ajignats only gave birth to the followi ing fong : 

“ Du Peet pour ducats, 

Un bigo t pour Turenne, 

Une p itain pour reine ; 

Mon Dieu, Petrange cas 

Ne in’ nteudez- vous pas?” 

Book 11. 9 Of the minority of Lewis XF.—It appears, that this 

prince, who poffeffed much modefty, and evinced many fymptoms 


wf 


net _ —— 
: * This was an expreffion always made ufe of by the monarch 
When any fcheme happened to prove unfuccefsful,’ 
of 
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of virtue in his early years, was led into all his debaucheries by 
the vile courtiers who furrounded him. 
The following is intitled * the genealogy of Mr. Law’s fyftem: 

‘ Belzebub engendra Law, 

Law engendra la banque, 

La banque engendra Mifiiffipi, 

Miffiiiip: engendra fyfteme, 

Syfléme engendra papiers, 

Papiers engendrérent billets, 

Billets ont engendreé agiot, 

Agiot engendra larrons, 

Larrons engendrérent foufcription, 

Soufcription engendra dividende, 

Dividende engendra intrinséque, 

Intrin eque engendra Argent-fort, 

Argent-tort engendra compte-ouvert, 

Compte-ouvert engendra regiilre, 

Regiitre engendra billon, 

Billon engendra zero. 

Zero. 

Zéro s’eft enfin trouvé impuiffan:.’ 

€ Conduct of the prince of Conty during the mififippt 

fcheme.—* His highnets gambled by means of his lacquies, and 
his fubaltern agents. Law was prodigal of his billets and his 
fhares; at length he was tired with fupplying his patron’s de 
mands, ‘The prince, in a fpitetul inoment, determined to realife 
all his paper money, and accordingly fent to the bank and de- 
manded the payment of fo many billets, that it took three waggons 
load of /pecie to liquidate his claims.’ 

Book 111. Adminifiration of M. le duc (d@’ Orleans.) —The fol- 
lowing is the account here viven of a very celebrated ftatefman; 

‘ The cardinal Alberum, fon of the duke of Parma’s gar- 
dener, was born in the bifhopric of Sandommio. His father, 
who deiiined him for the church, placed him with the bithop ot 
his diocefe. Some inroads having been made into the territories 
of the fee of Sandommio during the war in Italy, the abbé Al- 
béroni was fent to demand reparation from the duke de Vendome, 
who commanded the army. 

* As he poffeffed a great deal of wit, the abbé foon in finuated 
himfelf into the duke’s good graces, and was invited to all his 

arties of pleafure. Withing to give a proof of his atrachment 
to M. de Vendome, he rifked his perfon in the capacity of a {py, 
in the enemy’s army, and fent him intelligence of what occurred 
there. This general was fo much pleafed with his fervices, that 
he admitted him to his confidence. 

* The abbe followed his highnefs into Flanders, and afterwards 
into Spain. 

‘ M. de Vendome happening to die while he commarided the 
army in Valentia, Alberoni repaired to Madrid, and waiting upon 
the princefs Des Urfino, who had been the intimate friend © his 
patron, befought that lady to make ufe of her intereft to proce 
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for him the appointment of chargé des affaires of the duke of Parma, 


at the court of Madrid. f F ; 

‘ The queen of Spain happening to die about this period, the 
princefs des Urfins refolved to choofe a new confort for the king : 
{he was defirous, that his majefty fhould efpoufe the eldeft daughter 
of John Sobiefki, whofe two other daughters were married to 
James 111, king of England [better known by the name of the 
Pretender], and the duke de Bouillon. 

‘ But the abbé propofed another lady (the princefs of Parma), 
fuggefting at the fame time, that if her highnefs had any chile 
dren, they would inherit the duchy, as there were no male heirs. 
The princefs allowed this fcheme to be preferable to her own, 
and it was agreed that it fhould be carried into execution. 

‘ Cardinal Aquaviva, agent from the court of Rome, was ac- 
cordingly commiflioned to fign the contraé, and conduct the bride 
to Genoa, whence fhe was efcorted by the Spanifh gallies to © 
Barcelona. 

‘ The artful ecclefiaftic, thinking that, if his patronefs, the 
princefs des Urfins, remained at the court of Spain, the pringefs 
de Parma would never appear to advantage, communicated his 
fufpicions to the duke her father, and pointed out the neceffity of 
obliging that lady to leave Spain, before the royal bride made her 
public entry into Madrid. 

‘ The bride was admirably calculated by nature to act the part 
afligned her. 

‘The princefs des Urfins, having advanced twelve leagues 
beyond the capital to meet the queen, inftead of receiving her 
majelty’s thanks as fhe expected, was inftantly ordered to leave 
the kingdom, and aéttually fent off, under a guard, in the very 
carriage in which her majefty had entered it. The bride imme= 
diately after this fet out for Madrid, difclofed the whole to her 
confort, and a good intelligence in refpect to this, and every other 
fubject, took place during the firft night they {pent together. 

‘ The queen of Spain now beftowed her whole confidence on 
the abbe Alberoni, who confequently enjoyed that of the king. 
He thought, that, previoufly to his being declared prime minifter, 
it would be prudent to obtain a cardinal’s hat, as he was well 
perfuaded the Spaniards would not patiently fuffer fuch a dignity 
to be beftowed on a ftranger, if he were not decorated with ec 
clefiaftical honours. 

* To fucceed in the latter attempt, it was neceffary that his 
friend, the abbé Aldobrandi, fhould repair to Spain in quality of 
apoftolic nuncio. He wrote to the pope on this fubject, and 
bis folicitations were backed by a letter from the king. Clement 
xt at length confented. ‘The nuncio, after a fhort flay at 
Madrid, returned to Rome, and having gained over the abbé 
Batelli, who was his holinefs’s fecretary, and made a proper ufe 
of the money with which he was intrufted, Alberoni was nomie 
bated a cardinal. 

_‘ No fooner had he received the 4at, than the king appointed 
him prime minifter, and conferred on him the bifhopric of Malaga. 
He was afterwards invefted with the archbifhopric of Seville, and, 
YOL. XvVil, VU as 
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as he was not very ferttpulous, he received the income of both 
without the ufual duils. 
The new cardinal’s elevation gave great umbrage to the em. 
eror, and the duke of Orleans. His eminence imagined himfelf 
able to avert the ftorm, by fomenting a confpiracy in France; 
but his plans were difconcerted, and the reyent foon after de- 
clared war againft Spain. This prince and the emperor at length 
fucceeded fo far, as to procure his difmifiion ; which was actually 
one of the fecret conditions of the treaty of peace. 
© The exiled cardinal crofled the kingdom of France, and hid 
himfelt during feveral months in the territories of Genoa. 
¢ The emperor and the duke of Orleans requefted the pope te 
rip him of the cardinal’s hat, and a comyregation was appointed 
for his trial: the abbé Florelli was the fecretary. 
¢ The principal heads of accufation againft him confifted in 
his having received the revenues of the fees of Malaga and Se. 
t 


} 


fame time, without having procured his holinefs’s 


difpeniation; in having levied a tax upon the Spamih clergy 
during his acminiffration, notwithit anding the he oe of the 


pope ; and in having prohibited the Spanith clergy from apply- 


ine fo Rome or pet nill on to receive their | ven refices. 


* His trial cominenced before the con; regatit, and was cone 


tinued under pretence of contumacy. He was at that time con- 

cealed in the neighbourhood of Genoa, ieiees he found an afylum, 

Hotwithflanding he was claimed by the court of Rome. Owing 

to this, the trial was procrattinated from time to time, and the 
ath of the pope occurred betore it was concluded. 

* Some of the cardinals of the facred college were of opinion, 
that Alber: ni ought not to be admitted to the conclave, but the 
greater number were for inviting him to Rome: in fhort, he fe 
paired thither, and contributed every thing in his power to the 
ecievation of ee cent XITI. 

‘ After this, there was no more mention of his procefs; he 
was even greatly admired on account of his zealous attachment 
io Spa 

¢ He purchafed two large houfes in Rome, out of which he 
formed a beauriful palace; and he alfo bought an eftate in the 
ecclefiattical territories, wi ich cof him $0,000 Roman crowns. 

* All this property was employed in founding a prelacy for his 


pro} 
hep shew, who is an ecclefi ‘Bie? 

Vol ti. Book rv. J he fH id ry of Paty Océ urrcad — ring the ad- 
minifiration of the duke ; Memoirs of the gucen dowager 0 t Spain; 
foundalous anecdotes relative io the courtiers ; fas ~via during 
the two Jaft centuries, feems to have been a prey either to the 


hes of her kings, or the vices of their courtiers. Every one 
difpute between Lewis x1v, and his miniftet 
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Louvois, about the proportions of a window, embroiled all 
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rope in hot! ilities; and we learn from thefe memoirs, that 
a Cilpute between two ftrumpets (one of whom, madame 
J neuf, was miftrefs to Mr. le Blanc, the fecretary at Waly 
while her es. iter, madame de Pric, lived in the fame capacit] 
with the regent duke of Orleans) occafioned a war with pve 
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Thefe women contended together in point of extravagance, and 
the mother, thinking fhe could not fatisfy her rapacity during 
peace, found means to induce her lover to occalion a rupture 
with the court of Madrid! 

Book v. Occurrences in France during the adminifration of care 
ginal Fleury, o.—The following is termed * a picture of the goe 
vernment of cardinal Fleury, and the great men of his time,’ 

* Tout change aujourd’hui dans la France, 

Nai uveau rival de Richelieu, 

Fleury s’arme de violence ; 

L’avocat fe plait au filence ; 
Le confeil femble croire en Dieu. 
Le parlement devient traitable 
Par la crainte des. chitimens ; 
Vintimille quitte la table 

our compoter des mandemens 3 
Les curés, d’un ton charitable, 

A leur brebts tont des lee ns > 
On brave Rome & ies oracles 
Ies appelans font des miracles, 
Et les jefuites des poupons.’ 

Vv ol. he Hi/ ffory of the regime nt de la cAlotte ; . of the difputes avih® 
we parliament ; the bed of juftice held at Verfailles in 17323 the 
famous letter, 4 ers to be written by Lewis XIV" to his fucceffor, 
during the admi iftration of xe cardinal de Fier ry 3 memoir on the 
commerce of Lrauce, prefe nted t a bis m usefty by the count de Maurepas ; 
ee, On’ peruling t the lait article, we are inclined to think, that 
Mr. Maurepashad a thorough knowledge of the interefts of 
France, as taras refpects trade. One fentiment at once pleafed 
and furprifed us: he gives it as his opinion, that nations at war 
fhould trade with each other ; or, in other words, that that fpe- 
cies of predatory warfare carried on by | tegrey &c., for the 
fake of booty, thould entirely ceafe He founds his opinion on 
the mutual intereft of belligerent powers, and quotes a recent ex- 
ample in behalf of his argument. 

Of the interiour of the co uyt of Spain, Se., in 1731.——* The queen 
ides Philip v. from the Spani: rds, whom fhe detefts, “and by > 
whom fhe herfelf is abhorred. The king is not vifible, even 
during his repafts; he eats with his confort; they ate at- 
tended upon by the lords and ladies of the be d- chamber, who 
ferve them on their knees. The king fhows himfelf to his cours 
tiers for about a quarter of an hour only, and, left their cunofity 
fhould prolong the audience, it is the eitablifhed etiquette to go 
to mats at the ewpiration of that period. 

‘ The queen permits Philip to have tine gardens, in which he 
livesin a very folitary minner, and, in order to remind him of 
France, fhe caufes the walks of St. lidephonfo to be laid our in 
exact imitation of thofe of Verfailles.' “Thus the king ef Spain 
bag never forgotten that he is a Frenchman, forall the objeéts 
around him remind him of the places which he-either vifited, or’ 

refided at, during his youth—fuch as Marly, Fontainebleau, i 
z ‘ hen 
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¢ When the duke de Villars paid a vifit to the duchefs d’Offuna, 
on alighting from his carriage, he found twenty lacqueys, who 
conduéted him to the middle of the ftair cafe; there, twelve 

ages introduced him to the fecond antichamber; a croud of 
walets de chambre united themfelves to this efcort, and then he 
found a multitude of gentlemen who carried him into the faloon 
occupied by the ladies of the duchefs of Offuna ; the principal 
lady prefented the duke de Villars, and then feated herfelf at her 
miitrefs’s feet. 

¢ The Caftilian generofity in the article of prefents, corres 
{ponds with the magnificence of the court. Vaugrenant, am- 
baffador from France, having fent a few trifles to the cuchefs of 
Offuna, was in return prefented with a large quantity of oranges 
in bafkets of fuperb porcelain. Withing, if poffible, to furpafs 
her grace, he fent her an aigrette of diamonds, worth 7 or 8,000 
livres. The duchefs, whom nothing aftonifhed, tranfmitted to 
him the moft diftinguifhed prefent known in Spain—fix mules of 
uncommon beauty, moft magnificently harneffed.’ 

We have already faid, that Mr. de M. underftood the coms 
mercial interefts of his country; we fhall now prefent our 
reader with the fubftance of another memorial prefented by him 
on this fubject to Lewis xv, obferving at the fame time, that he 
was no fooner intrufted with the department of the marine, than 
he began to augment the naval force of France, which had been 
miferably neglected during the adminiftration of cardinal Fleury. 

* Commerce is the fource of the felicity, of the ftrength, and 
of the riches of a flate. I will here give a proof of this. The 
obtaiming of wealth and of power forms the true intereft of a 
nation ; and nothing but commerce can procure either the one 
or the other of them. France, were it not for her trade, would 
be lefs feared abroad; and fuppofe that we could obtain a fuffi- 
ciency forthe purpofes of life, out of the bofom of our owa 
country, it yet muit be allowed, that we could never enrich ours 
felves by this fpecies of traffic. It is nothing then but art, and 
genius, or in other words commerce, which, by attracting foreign 
riches, can give and affure to us the neceflaries and the fuper- 
fluities of life. To decide on this fubje&, it is only neceffary to 
examine the difference between the towns fituated near the fea or 
great rivers, and thofe diftant from them. The firft, by means 
of commerce, procure a fufficiency for the accommodation, the 
luxuries, and the pleafures of the inhabitants, the others only 
glean as it were after their harvetft. 

* Commerce, by multiplying riches and luxuries, affords oc- 
cupation to the French, who but for this would be a nation of 
hufbandmen, like the petty ftates of Germany, Hungary, and 
Rufha, and covered with forefts inftead of manufaétures.’ 

After this, Mr. de M. compares the ftate of France with that 
of Holland, and fhows how much more advantageoutly the former 
is fituated than the latter, for commerce and manufactures. He 
thinks, that all the nobles ought to be permitted to enter into 
trade in the fame manner as was then colina in the province 
of Britanny; and he obferves, that a peer of France, who 
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become a merchant, ought to be far more efteemed than thofe 
wealthy, but defpicable people, who were ambitious of purchafiag 
patents of nobility. 

The French have ever been panting for fuperiority, and the 
count, in the true fpirit of his countrymen, here utters a with, 
‘ that France may become the common refuge ofall nations, and 
the centre of their commerce.’ 

We feleé& the following pafflage, as it may appear to be cue 
rious, if not interefting, at this moment: 

‘It remains to fpeak of war. This is a fcourge, which we 
ought always to endeavour to prevent, more efpecially as it dee 
ranges commerce, that is to fay, the ftate, and as it is followed 
by a thoufand evils. However, a naval war againft England 
and Holland has feldom proved prejudicial to France, and has 
always been infinitely more difadvantageous to thofe two nations, 
which fubfift merely by their trade.’ 

The flave trade is here reprefented as being fatal to the crews 
of the vefiels employed in that horrid and execrable traffic: thie 
argument againft it’s continuance has been made ufe of no Jefs 
than half a century ago in France. 

Anecdotes of the court of France.—We are aflured that Lewis xv 
was fo defirous of being acquainted with the intrigues of the la- 
dies of his court, that he employed fpies, and diftributed large 
fums of money for that purpofe. Not content with this, he ape 
pointed Mr. de Boisjourdain, one of his attendants, to form a cole 
jection of the anecdotes thus obtained, 

Such an afcendancy had Fleury acquired over the mind of his 
pupil, that he refigned every thing to his direction, even after he 
had attained the age of manhood. The cardinal is here repree 
fented as a man of a little mind, occupied about little things, 
and this we are told is the reafon, that none but /ittle men made 
their appearance in France during his adminiftration. 

* Yefierday the cardinal, on entering his majefty’s apartment, 
in conformity to his parfimonious difpofition, extinguifhed all the 
~— candles in the room, except fuch as were immediately nee 
¢cellary. 

* He difplayed an equal degree of economy in refpe& to hime 
felf: the only addition he made to his expences after he became 
cardinal was a /edan chair, and every thing was arranged in hig 
houfe with the fame nicety with which he arranged the expences 
of the ftate. 

* He dreaded war as much as the plague, and never regretted 
the expenditure of millions in order to avoid it, and to reftrain 
thofe who had it in their power to plunge France into hoitilities.” 

* Of Staniflaus,—-The adventures of Staniflaus, king of Poland, 
will be celebrated by future hiftorians, This prince, having 
efcaped by flight frem the refentment of his rival and fucceffor, 
Auguftus, and feeing himfelf profcribed, and even a price fet 
upon his head, faccefively took refuge in Sweden, Turkey, and 
at Deux Ponts. He ftill found means, during the reign of Charles 
x11, to fubfitt, by the generofity of that monarch ; on his death, 
finding himfelf entirely abandoned, he bad recourfe to the regent 
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¢ Affected by the misfortunes of Staniflaus, the regent per. 
mitted him to retire privately to Landau, and there fent him fuc. 
cour. From that place he removed to W eifleml OUTER, whe; re he 

efided when 1 ie unexpe: ed good fortune of his daughter af. 
fe ted him fo much, that he fell into a fwoon, and remained a 
long while de; rivea Of his ienics. 

¢ On his recovery, he jent for his wife and daughter, and on 
their enterine exclaimed, ** Let us tall on our knees, and return 
thanks to God!” ... * Ah, my father! (cried the princefg 
M: ir} ) you are then. reilored to the throne of Poland!” « No 
daughter, (replied Staniflaus) heaven is infinitely more fa. 
vourable to us... for you are quees ef France!’ The queen 
of Polund, although fhe did not love her daughter, was tran- 
fported with , and the princefs Mary was fo aftonifhed, that 
fhe remained during feveral hours in a flate of ftupetac tion. 

The appendix to this work contains eleven caricatures of the 
courtiers and pricits who difplayed moft zeal in procuring the ree 
vocation of the edict of Nuntz. Thefe were engraved by a pro. 
teilant who took refuge here, and were firit publithed j in this 
co INtrye 

Lewis xiv is reprefented by a fun, which was his favourite 
device, but this luminary is fhrouded in a cow/, while a torch, 
the emblem of his incendiary proceedings againit the proteftants, 
blazes in his mght hand. 

We thal! conclude this article with a oe w obfervations by the 
editor, who, after recounting the perfecutions of that period, 
— les thus: 

‘ I have heard the people of my own province, I have liftened 
to the inhabitants of Languedoc, while they recounted in what 
manner their children were torn from them, and how their m- 
niliers were tortured; in fhort, while relating the fanguinary 

necdotes of the dragons, (military executions) they bleffed 

thofe men of letters, who by their writings have given a new 
turn to affairs. Indeed, it is to our men of letters, and more 
efpecially to our men of letters iill fmarting under the rod of 
at fecution, that we are indebted for that change in opinions, 
which has humanized the military power of the king s of France: 
it isthey too, who havetaught all men, that toleration is an at- 
Bde of the Divinity, and thus overturned the atrocious prifi- 
ciples of the minitters of Lewis xrv. 

¢ That eternal Ps ‘ovidence, which prefides over the events of 
this globe, and which has bereaved our kings of their ufurped 
power, hath willed that Voltaire, Rouffean, Ray nal, and ail the 
periecuted hiitorians, fhould be the precurfors of a great revolue 
tion in France; and among the other phenomena which this re- 
volution prefents, that Rabaur St. Eti enne, the fon of a minifter 
who was one of the martyrs of the proteftant church, fhould be 
come one of the principal members of the new legiflature.’ 
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ArT. ¥!. The Theslogy of Plate, compar d with the Principles of Oriental 
and Grecian Philofaphers. By john Cegilvie, D.D, FAR.S.B. SVQ» 


os pages. Price 4. Deighton, 1793. 
Several circumftances occur to render the tafk which this writer 
has undertaken exceedingly difficult. Befide the general uncertainty 
which hangs upon the do¢trines of the ancient philofophers, ar lung 
from the remotenefs of the peried in which they were taught, and the 
impertect ftate of the reports which have been tran{mitted to pofterity 
concerning them, the ftudy of the philofophy of Pla‘o has difficultice 
peculiar to itfelf. “he do¢trines of this phile opher are not dell «red, 
like thofe of Ariitotic, in fimple terms, and in a fykematie metiod, 
but are conveyed in the indirect and doubtful form of dialogue, dif 
guifed by poetical ornament, or wrapped up defiznedly in ambigue 


sf 


> 


ous language, or in the myitery of table. And, in ependently of the 
language, the notions themfelves have a degree of tubtuty and refine- 
ment, which bids defiance to invettigation, and favours fo flrongly ef 
enthufiafm, as rather to prefent glowing pictures to the rmagination, 
than to offer fubjects of calm difcufion to the underitanding. 

After all that has hitherto beem done to decypher the philofophy of 
this ancient fage, it is ftill confeiledly involved in obfcurity; and we 
cannot promife our readers, that they will find the darknefs wholly 
difperfed in the view which is here given of his theology. Dr, 
O. appears to have read the works of Plato, as well as other :e- 
mains of ancient philofophy, with attention, and to have takea much 
pains in colle¢ting and digefting his materials, But we have, in the 
perufal, feen fome reafon to apprehend, that he has not been fufh- 
ciently careful, in reading the writings of the ancients, not to afcribe 


to them ideas and conceptions which are purely modern, and derived 
from a very different fource. Something like an accommodation. of 
the notions of Plato to modern fyftems we think we perceive, in the 
opinions Dr. O. afcribes to Plato refpecting the creation of matter, in 
his accourt of the origin of the belief in the exiftence of an intermediate 
race of beings between God and man, and in his ftatement of fome of 
Plato’s arguments on the immortality of the foul. ‘The work is, hows 
ever, the evident refult of diligent ftudy, and may be very ufetul in 
enabling young ftudents to become acquainted with the opinions of 

the ancients on feveral important topics. f 
Dr. O. firft undertakes to reprefent the dofrines of the ancients, 
and particularly of Plato, concerning the divine natur’, perfections, 
and providence, and the formation of the world. He fthows, that 
Plato uaderftood, and taught, the do¢trine of the divine unity; but 
withal entertained the notion of a Logos or Word, and a foul of the 
world, which proceeded from God, and were employed in the tormae 
tion and government of the world. ‘ibis do¢trine, and indeed every 
other senet ot the ancient phil wfophy, Dr, VU. confiders as fpeculations 
which were the mere offsprings o: human - ar and finds no reae 
fon to aferibe them to a higher origin. hether Plato’s I riad ape 
proach fo near to the chriftian do¢trine of the trinity, as to afford 
$00d ground for concluding the latter to be the offspring of the tor 
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mer, may perhaps be, in fome degree perceived, from the account 
given wim doctrine of Plato sahla fubjeéte P. 42. nane 

« Of the three perfons then, the firft, who is diftinguifhed particy. 
larly by the appellation MATHP, Father, is the TO EN of whom we 
have already feen, that Plato writes in terms the moft fublime, and a 
propriate; the @EOE ftriétly fo called, in whofe unfearchable e/ence that 
of all other beings is abforbed, and eg His fecond perfon 
is the AHMIOYPTOX, or AOTOE, to whom, as we fhall fee immedia. 
tely, the work of creation is particularly affigned by Plato, as it is 
the Evangelift. With thefe is conjoined the ¥YXH row KOEMOY, or 
foul of the world, as the peculiar caufe of the prefervation of animal 
and vegetable life. I fhall make a few obfervations at prefent, on the 
nature and offices of the two latter perfons ; of whom the departments 
bear a particular relation to the prefent fubject. 

‘ That Plato confiders the fecond perfon of his Triad, as havin 
prefided at the work of creation, is obvious from a paflage of his Epi- 
nomis, of which the mode of expreffion is email fignificant, 
«« The acTozr, the WORD, he fays, divine above all other Beings, 
fafhioned and rendered the heavenly bodies confpicuous in their varie 
ous revolutions. This Being, an happy man will principally reve. 
rence, while he may be ftimulated by the defire of learning, whatever 
is within the compafs of human underftanding : being convinced, that 
he will thus enjoy the greateft felicity in this life ; and that after death, 
he will be tranflated into regions that are congenial (epocnxerra) to 

virtue,” 

¢ By the term AOTOE in this fentence, I fhould be inclined to un- 
derftand nothing more than the command, or word of the great Crea- 
tor, which, no doubt, is its moft obvious import, were it not that 
the following circumftances feem to evince, that it hath here a more 
particular fignification. 

¢ x. The AOTOE here mentioned by Plato, is not a —? but @ 
perfon, who is held forth in this charaéter, in the detail of a great 
tranfaction. In the firft fentence, he is the Maker of the Univerfe: 
in the following one, the epithet ov is applied to him, in order to fhew 
that the perfonification is preferved ; and happinefs is {aid to be found 
in fupreme admiration of his perfeétions. 

« 2. Ido not find, that the epithet above mentioned is applied in 
any part of our author’s writings, to fignify the firft, and original 
eaufe of all thirgs. It muft therefore charaéterize fome other Being, 
who is diftinguithed from the former. | 

* 3. It appears from a paflage of a letter written by Plato to his 
three friends, Eraftus, 'lermias, and Corifcus, that he had framed an 
idea of the difference between the paternal and filial character of the 
god-head : and as we have already feen, that the term AOTOE is never 
applied to denominate the former, the latter acceptation is that which 
moft properly belongs to it. His words are, ‘* You ought to repeat 
the words of this letter frequently among yourfelves, invoking GoD, 
the fupreme diretor of all prefeat and future events, and the Fathers 
and Lord of this direétor.”” 

‘ When we add to thefe obfervations, that the profopopeia occurs 
more frequently in the writings of our great philofopher, than in thaf¢ 
perhaps of any other author, we have laid a foundation on which we 
way eftablith the following conglufion; that the AOTOE is not only 
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rfonified in the prefent cafe, but that this term hath the fame import 
sn the work of the heathen, asin that of the evangelift; and is ap- 
plied in both to denote the fecond perfon of the god-head.’ 

p. 62. £ The third perfon of the Platonic Triad is the Being, to 
whom, as the fource of univerfal animation, Plato gives the peculiar 
defignation, Yuyn Tov xeomov, or foul of the world. 

« This governing fpirit, of whom the earth, properly fo called, is 
the body, confifted, according to our author’s pr esc of the fame 
and the other; that is, of the firlt matter, and of pure intelligence, 
framed to a¢tuate the machinery .of nature. The Supreme Bein ’ 
after having created, placed him in the middle of the earth, rTM oy 
in the vivid idea of Plato, feemed itfelf to live, in confequence of an 
influence that was felt in every part of it. From this feat his power 
is reprefented as being extended on all fides to the utmoft limit of the 
heavens ; conferring life, and preferving harmony in the various and 
complicated parts of the univerfe, Upon this Being God is faid to 
have looked with peculiar complacency after having created him as an 
image of himfelf, and to have given beauty and perfect proportion te 
the manfion which he was deflined to occupy. 

‘ From the obfervations that have been made on this dogma, the 
reader will perceive, that the earth in Plato’s eftimation, is a /ivin 
avimel, informed as the human body, by a fpirit, whofe influence 1s 
felt in every part of it, and who atts in fubferviency to the ends of 
his creation. In order to facilitate the operation of this intelligence, 
the form of the earth is perfe€tly orbicular, a fhape of which the ex 
tremities that are in all parts equidiftant from the centre, become fuf= 
ceptible in the fame degree of an influence that is felt from this point, 
throughout the body. According to the doctrine of Timzus, the 
Supreme Being ftruck out from this original mind, innumerable fpirits 
. of inferior order, endowed with principles of reafon ; and he commit. 
ted to divinities of fecondary rank the tafk of invefting thefe in mate~ 
rial forms, and of difperfing them as inhabitants of the fun, moon, 
and other celeftial bodies. He taught alfo, that at death the human 
foul is reunited to the ¥Yuxn tov Kocuov, as to the fource from which 
it originally came,’ 

The author goes on to ftate the dottrine of Plato, and other ancient 
philofophers, concerning the inhabitants of the air and elements ; the 
formation and conftituent principles of man; the origin of evil and 
it’s effects ; the immortality of the foul, and the nature of future re- 
ward and punifhment. ‘The correétnefs of the ftatement of opinions 
from the ancients is authenticated, but fomewhat too fparingly, by 
references to their writings. M. De 
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Arr. vit. Pifurefque Views on the River Medway, from the Nore te 
the Vicinity of its Source in Suffex: with Objfervations on the publie 
Buildings and other Works of Art in its Neighbourhood. By Samuel 
Ireland, Author of « A Pi@turefque Tour through Holland, Bra- 
bant, and Part of France,” and of ** Pi¢turefque Views on the River 
Thames,”* I Vol. $vo. 206 pages. and 29 Plates. Price 
il, 118, 6d, in Boards. Egertons, 1793+ 
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Mr. I. obferves in the preface, that ‘this volume of pictorefane 
fcenery on the river Medway, may not improperly be contidered agg 
eontinuation of a former work on the fubjeét of the Thames *, 

¢ The confluence of thefe rivers fadds he,]} naturally led the author 
gnto a wilh to explore the beauties of this more gentle, yet in fome 
sefpects equally important river. ‘The views felected in the courfe of 
this work, form the natura} and artificial feenery of this rich and fertile 
country ; and are reprefented with that fidelity, which the authoy 
Hatters himielf will entitle him to the patronage of a difcerning 
public.’ 

Among the varions rivers which adorn and fertilize this kingdom, 
the Medway ranks as one of the firit. In point of extent and conf. 
quence, it is inferior to the Thames and the Severn; but it poflefies 
beauties peculiar to itfelf, and, although we cannot agree with the 
author before us, as to the * preemunence’ of it’s * romantic feenery,’ 
yet we will readily admit, that it is admirably calculated to attract the 
admiration of thofe who are delighted with the calm and placid beauties 
of rural land{eape. 

The Medway is faid to have been known to the ancient Britons by 
the name of Vaga, and from the Saxons it 1s reported to have received 
the addition of Med, by way of denoting it’s courfe through the centre 
of the kingdom of Kent: hence it’s compound appellation of Med 
Vaga, now modernized into it’s prefent name. Fhe entrance is de- 
fended by the extenfive battery and fort at Sheernefs, erected on a penin- 
fula, which forms the north-weft point of the ifle of Sheppey. The 
dock yard is calculated for the conftruction of fmall thips of war, 
yachts, &c., but it is more generally employed in repairing and refitting 
veifels that have been damaged in confequence of any fudden accident, 
The garrifon was formerly fupplied with water from Chatham, but a 
very deep well has been lately funk, and two tons of water can be 
saifed every hour, during a fmart breeze, by means of large hori- 
zontal wheels. Notwithftanding this, a veffel is {till employed in the 
fame manner as before, but ‘ it is rather confidered as a job, than 
matter of neceflity.” The old thips of war ftationed here are termed 
* water breakers,’ the halks are occ upied by fixty or feventy families, 
and chimnics of brick are raifed trom the lower gun decks, * which 
give them the whimfical appearance of 4 floating town.’ 

The firt object worthy of notice, on enter g th Medway, ¢ which 
by the depth of it’s channel and foftnefs «of it’s bed, is rendered not 
only the beft, but perhaps the only perfectly fecure harbour for large 
fhips in the kingdom,’ is Stangate creek, fituate about three miles from 
it’s entrance. Here lazarettos are built on the hulks of two forty 
four gun fhips, which, from their being roofed and tiled, have @ 
fmgular and * amphibious’ kind of appearance. 

‘The Keonrith hills, foon after pafling this place, begin to afford a 
pleafing profpect, but the marthy lands on either fide‘ yield but little for 
ground tor land{cape, which, to be perfect, requires fome promunent 
feature to attratt and compofe the eye.” On turning a point of la 
towards the village of Hoo, the face of the country begins to improve 
and the fcenery is more happily diverfified by the hills of Brompto% 
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dhe church of Gillingham, &c. After palling Gillingham fort, and 
Upnor caftle, which feem calculated, like many other eftablifhments 
of the fame kind, to produce falaries to governors, flore-kcepers, &c., 
the aquatic traveller arrives at Chatham, celebrated fo early as the 
beginning of the 17th century, ¢ for affording a dock to the beit 
appointed fleet that ever faw the fun, ready tur a€tion upon all oc 
cafions.’ : 

« The prefent naval dock ranges along the eaftern bank of the river 
for near a mile in length; the improvements and additional buildings 
it has received within a few years are aftonifhing. ‘The fail loft i 
which the fails are made, is 20g feet in length, and the largeft ftore- 
houfe 660. ‘The fpacious apartments and work rooms convey a grand 
idea of their contents; and the regular mode in which every branch of 
bnfinefs is here conducted tor the public fervice, mutt be highly grati- 
fying to every wellwifher of his country. In fuch precife order is 
every article here arranved, as, on any emergency, to be drawn forth 
with fo little confufion, that a firft rate man of war has often beerr 
equipped for fea in a few weeks, I ain informed that in time of war 
the perfons employed in and about this yard, exceed three thoufand. 
The royal wharf, in which the guns belonging to the fhipping in the 
river are depofited, the huge pyramids of cannon balls, and vaft range 
of ftore houfes, inwhich are depofited every {pecies of hoflile weapons, 
one would fuppofe need only to be fhown to the enemy, to intimidate 
them from an attack, ‘The noble fund eftablifhed under the appellation 
of the cheft at Chatham, was inflituted in 1 ¢88, under the direction of 
fir Francis Drake and fir John Hawkins: when every man voluntarily 
afligned a portion of his pay to the fuccour of his wounded fellosy. 
The inititution was fan¢tioned by queen Elizabeth, and has continued 
ever fince.’ 

The village of Frendfbury commands an extenfive and noble view 
of the river, Rochefter bridge, caftle, and town, with the diftanr hills 
of Kent, &c. Stroud is principally fupported by the oytter fifhery, 
which is conduéted by a company called Free Dredgers. Rochetter ig 
one of the moft ancient cities in the kingdom; the gothic bridge 
thrown acrofs the river at this place appears to have been completed 
about the fifteenth of Richard 11. 

The caftle is of far greater antiquity ; ‘ divers lands in this and other 
countries are held of this caftle, the tenures of which are perfeétly 
caltle-guard ; for every tenant who does not duly difcharge his proper 
rent, fuit, and fervices, is liable to have it doubled at the return of 
every tide of the Medway. during the time it remains unpaid, accord- 
ng to the ancient cuftom of this manor. On St. Andrew’s day, old 
ftyle, the ceremony of hanging out a banner at the houfe of the receiver 
of the rents is {till preferved. At Temple farm, formerly the property 
of the knights ‘Templars, the Medway, lofing all it’s impetuofity, 
aflumes the appearance of a gentle {tream. 

* North of Cockftone we approach the noble park of Cobham, 
amidft whofe fhady and venerable oaks appears, from the banksof the 
river, the newly ereéted maufoleum of lord Darnley. ‘This expenfive 
fone edifice is from a defign of the ingenious Mr. Wyatt, and is in the 
doric order; its parts and ornaments are judicioufly placed, and cannot 
fail to attra& the attention as well as command the admiration of eve 
ferver of tafte, But fiom thisapplaufe, we muft except the sap 
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dical finifh at top, which is both ponderous and tinmeaning ; and 
with all deference to the kill of its architect, would have had a more 
pleafin : and certainly a more claflical effect, had it been finithed with 
a cleceled dome: I am informed that this angular top is to be removed, 
The upper part of this building is intended as a family chapel ; its de. 
corations are fimple, and well fuited to the folemn purpofes of prayer: 
beneath it is the burial vault, in which are receffes intended to receive 
the laft remains of human greatnefs; for which awful ceremony ¢ 

rt is judicioufly adapted, and its fequeftered fituation renders jt 4 
owoll where (if fuch a with had ever exitted, but in the flight of 


poctry) 
‘«* Kings for fuch a tomb would with to die.” 
This celebrated maufoleum is reported to have coft ten thoufand 
unds.’ After pafling the ancient village of Woldham, on the eaftem 
ate of the river, but little variation of fcenery occurs until we ap. 
proach the ruins of Halling-houfe, formerly one of the four fplendid 
refidences of the bifhops of Rochefter. Bruham church produces a 
beautiful effet, on account of it’s fituation; at New Hythe the ftream 
diminifhes confiderably in breadth, and does not appear to be any 
longer navigable. After a fhort account of Malling Abbey, and 
Leyborne cattle, the author proceeds thus : 

* Hence returning to the river, we pafs Mill-hall, a pleafant and 
retired village, whofe inhabitants feem to derive their principal hap. 
pinefs from undifturbed repofe, and thofe fources of induftry 
which are conftantly fupplied upon the banks of this beautiful and na. 
vigable current. Po this rural fcene, on the margin of the river, 
the eye is gratified with a view of the richeft produce of this fruitful 
country, the flowery hop, : 

«¢ Which in the malt’s 

** Fermenting tuns infufed, to mellow age 

‘* Referves the potent draught.” 
‘The beautiful and picturefque appearance of this feene at the prefent 
period, renders it matter of aftonifhment that it has received fo little 
attention from the pencil of the artift, The leafing of the hop 1s pects 
liarly elegant in its form; and the curled tendrils writhing round its 
Jofty fupporters, add greatly to the beauty of this luxuriant plant; the 
growth of which is not unhappily defcribed by Phillips, in his populas 
poem on cyder; 

«¢ Lo! on auxiliary poles, the hops 

«« Afcending fpiral, rang’d in meet array! 

“ or profpect! Thefe, as modern ufe 

** Ordains, infus’d, an auburn drink compofe, 

*¢ Wholefome, of deathlefs fame.” ; 

* This epithet of wholefome, applied by our poet toa plant which has 
fo Jong and fo univerfally been infufed in that which was the natural 
and was ance the favourite beverage of our countrymen, dogs not 
feem to carry enough of compliment, unlefs we fuppofe it introde 
by him for the parpofe of adding the weight of his authority im opp 
fition to an opinion, which in one period of our hiftory, feems to haw 
obtained confiderable footing—that it was of a pernicious or poifonot# 
quality ; and that this was fo, we find among ather authorities, thate 
in 1428, the parliament petitioned againft hops, as a wicked ms 
it was introduced into England in 1524, from the Netherlands ; 40¢ 
two ycars preceding, encouragement was given by act of pars " 
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Ireland’s Pidturefque Views on the River Medway. 


to the cultivation of it, by exempting lands employed for thefe pur- 
fes from penalties. ‘I he produce to the revenue, in modern times, 

from the increafed trade in this article, amounted, in the year 1791, to 

ninety thoufand and fifty nine pounds, one fhilling and ten pence.’ 

On approaching Aylesford the eye 1s fuddenly attracted by the beau« 
tifal feat of the countefs of that name, called the Friars. On an 
eminence at a little diftance ftands the © rude and inexplicable monu- 
ment of antiquity’ called Kitt’s Coity Houfe. This pile is conjectured 
to have been defigned for a fepulchral monument. : 

After palling the ruins of Allington caftle, now converted into a 
farm-houle, the Medway receives the tributary ftream of Len, which 
runs through Maidftone, and here lord Romney’s ancient feat, called 
the Mote, Vintners, the refidence of Mr. Watman, Boxley Abbey, 
Leeds Caftle, &c. in fucceffion attract and engage the eye of the 
traveller. The river now begins to narrow confiderably, but it 
fill retains a depth of water of twelve or fourteen feet. At Eaft 
Farley, an ancient gothic bridge, partly overgrown with ivy, together 
with the lock and village church, prefents a combination of beautiful 
and even pidturefque objeéts. At a little diftance from Barming ftands 
Tefton Houfe, and a few miles weftward, Mereworth Houfe, erected 
by the late earl of Weftmoreland, after a defign of Palladio. 

Nettlefted is fituated on the eaftern bank of the Medway. At 
Twyford bridge, the river takes an eafterly dire€tion threugh fertile 
meadows, famed for producing the largeft and beft breed of cattle in 
Kent. The next picturefque object that prefents itfelf is Brantbridge. 
‘ The retired and romantic fituation of this fpot is fo peculiarly ftriking 
{fays our 7 as to render it impoflible for the eye of obfervation to 
pas it unnoticed. It is one of thofe fimple and interefting fcenes, 
from the ftudy of which the Dutch and Flemifh artifts, as well as the 
judicious of our own country, have eftablifhed an everlafting fame, 
Nor is this fpot the only one in this vicinity to be admired for it’s 
pi€turefque beauties ; the various meanderings and receffes of the river 
affording perpetual fcenes of that fimplicity in nature, which produces 
the elegant in landfcape.’ 

Within two miles of Tunbridge, the Medway branches out into 
feveral ftreams, five of which unite at that town. ‘The venerable ruins 
of Tunbridge caftle are well worth the attention of the traveller, A 
gothic manfion called Great Bounds, about two miles diftant, was once 
the refidence of lady Dorothy Sydney, the Sacharifla of the melodious 
Waller. Somerhill was formerly the refidence of that great ftatefman 
fir Francis Walfingham, aad, at a later period, of prefident Bradfhaw. 

Mr. I. indulges in a long defcription of Penfhurft-place, once 
a by the gallant and accomplifhed fir Philip Sydney, and cele- 

tated as being t:> birth place of the renowned Algernon Sydney, who 
has a ftill ftronger claim to the love, the attachment, and the efteem of 

countrymen, 

Soon after pafling Penfhurft, the Medway winds it’s decreafing 
chain towards Hever, and is joined by the Eden near that place, It 
then affumes a ferpentine courfe, and takes a direction towards Afh- 
down, and Waterdown forefts in Suffex ; feveral mills are worked by 
tin the neighbourhood of Speldhurft. After ap roaching Tunbridge 
Wells, it vidits Baybam Abbey, concerning the beauties of which o 
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moft cordially agree with our author. The ftream now becomes tog 
fcanty and infignificaat to claim the attention of the traveller, 

he plates 1 this volume are all executed in aqua tinta, and hare 
much of the foftnefs and beauty of drawings. Of Mr. 1.’s ftyle we 
have given feveral {pecimens, and hope, that his * picturefgue beautics 
of the Avon, ang Severn,’ will acquire him a new claim to the patron. 
age of the public. 





0, 
MATHEMATICS, 
, OS iar ee: pe ~ we pemmadiie « < ca aod 
ART. V bef () »/ revit rs 2 ILCs YONA 4 Pa Pté ts $ OO: } Am: for hig. 
. > / } j oy ae : 
CS lic 1718 Anmuttie s j } Vi taj Us. a nd 7 vr i yy 1 / RS i7 04 a <i ge : OR . Me ii red 
‘ . ; mm j c 4 7; a “se ’” -* . P . - . f , 
er (Givi Ii ing th 4+ Qinss } aiJura 7C&S Go . 43 VES. o Ghd VA add National 
‘ , ~ — . . yO , Kel 2 . . 

Devi. Abe , Lyays on different Subjecis in the Doctrine of Li te Anny. 
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aives and if lical Aritbrmety , a Collection OF ZG 1 GVi os and a foe. 


Script on the Population of ihe Kingdom. k By Richard Price, p. a. 
F.R S$. Yo which are added, Aig. braical Notes, the Solution of foves 
ral new Problems in the Do&rine of A MMUILICS y and a £ weral lutraduc- 
sion. By William Morgan, rF. r.s. Fifth Edition. 2 vols, vo, 
672 pages. Price 14s. fewed. Cadell. 1792. 

In announcing an edition of a work fo well known as this ineftima. 
ble treatife, it would be fuperfluous to offer any comment, farther 
than juit to mention what additions or improvements have been made, 
either by the much lamented author, or the learned editor. And this 
we cannot do better than by extracting a part of Mr. Morgan’s general 
introduction, which will be fo much the more agreeable to our readers, 
as it gives a fuccin& account of fome of the benefits which have been 
produced by this work jince it’s firft publication, with refpett to the 
eitablifhment and regulation of focieties formed for the purpofe of { 
curing annuities. alluring lives, &c. Pp. vil. 

¢ The { lowing invaluable work is one of the fruits of a life 
which was uniformly devoted to ttudious inquiry, and to the promo 
tion of the beit interefts of mankind. ‘The motives that firft led 
the author to engage in thefe labours were the moft humane and ho- 

ourable, and the fuccefs that attended them, he confidered as the 
higheft reward and gratification he could enjoy. Even in preparing 
his notes for the prefent edition, which unfortunately were never com- 
pleted, he mentions his life as then drawing near its clofe, but that 
he had reafon to reflect with fatisfaétion on the time which he had em- 
ployed in thofe purfuits. 

‘ The different prefaces which have been affixed to rhe former edi- 
tions, render it unneceflary to enter minutely into the origin and pfo- 
grefs of this work. But it may not be, improper to obferve, that at 
the time of its firft publication in 1769, the advice and inftruction 
which it contained could not potlibly have been communicated at 4 
more feafonable opportunity. —The various focieties for the benefit of 
age and widows which, like the prefent tontines, were then comtl 
nually rifing up to allure and to defeat the hopes of the ignorant and 
diltrefied, were become an object of ferious alarm, and if the evil 
bot been effectually oppofed, it is difficult to imagine the extent to 
wiuch it might have proceeded, On the firft appearanec of this ge = 
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the rage for eftablifhing mew focieties immediately fubfided, a partial 
echo! nation took place in fome of thofe which had been already for- 
d in a fhort time the greater part of them, convinced of their 
mitakes, diffolved themfelves. A few, indeed, perfevered in an obfti- 


therence to their original plans, but they have lately exhibited 
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tata choly proof of theit own folly, and of the truth and juftice 
of the admonitions which had been waited upon them. 

© Irwas Dr. Price’s intention to have written a new preface to the 
orefent edition, in which he meant to have continued his account of 
¢} progrefs oi the few focieties which now remain, and alfe 


vo have inferted whatever additions and remarks he might have thought 
necellary to the improvement of the following volumes.—But he died 
foon atter the fr of them was printed, and has left only a few de- 
tached hints and obfervations in regard to the plan which he was te 


have adopted.—Being anxious to exert every effort in my power to- 


wards tulilling his intentions, | fhall endeavour, though in a much in- 
ferior manner. to pur{ue the method which he had pointed out for 
himfelt; but not without lamenting the event which has obliged me 
fo engave in {fo arduous an wi dert king. 


© Beudes the peculiar fatisfa¢tion which he derived from this work 
gs having beer initramcnatal in deiag much good, Dr. Price was alfe 
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lo Ste pre Vent caition a new tabie nas been added of the values of 


two joint lives, computed uncer his direction from the probabilities 
of life at Northampton, reckoning intereft of money at 6 per cent. 
and alfo three other tables of the values of a fingle life, communicated 
and computed by myfelf, from the fame table of obfervations at th 

feveral rates of 6, , and 8 per cent. Thefe 1 beheve were all the sae 
tables, excepting thofe in the firli appendix*, which Dr. Price meant 
to have added to this edition :—ner did he feem to entertain the moft 
remote idea of making any materia! alterations either in the arrange- 


ment or the matter of the fecond volume, which he did pot live to 
correct.—When this edition was put to the prefs it was done in fome 
hafte, and his other engagements prevented him from attending to the 
correction of it before the two dirit chapters were printed off, Had 
not this been the cafe, he meant tnftead of the prefent anfwers to the 

ions in the firit chapter, to have fubftituted others 
from a paper communicated by myfelf to the Royal Society in the year 
788, which was honopred wit. their approbation, and publifhed in 
the 78th volume of thei: Tranfa¢tions. But being difappointed in 
this intention, he referve: what he ad to fay on the fubject for a 


bote inthe fecond appendix.—As far as relates to the‘’e queftions | 
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phe firt appendix conta nm: the tables computed by Dr. P., as 
the bafis of a plan io relieve he ; oor, 1s will be ‘uller explained. The 
fecond appendix contains the noves g gn in the iormer edition, with 
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have endeavoured to fupply the deficiency. I have alfo explained 
fome of the notes in this appendix which appeared to me to be too 
concife, and have deduced from the real probabilities of life other fo. 
lutions of fuch problems as had been derived from Mr. De Moivre’s 
hypothefis,—intending by this means to give a further proof that it 
can feldom or ever be neceflary to have recourie to fuch an expedient 
in the dottrine of annuitics.—In confequence of a reference made b 

Dr. Price in a note at the end of his third Effay (vol 1.}, I have in. 
ferted all the different rules refpeCting the values of reverfions depend. 
ing on furvivorfhips between three lives, which I had communicated 
to the Royal Society in the year 178@ and 1791, and which were 
publifhed in the 7gth and 81ft volumes of the Philofophical Tranfac- 
tions.—Thefe, together with a few notes in the fecond volume (fome 
of which had become indifpenfably neceffary fince the publication of 
the laft edition), comprehend all that I have ventured to add to this 
work.—The text has been preferved invariably the fame, and the ade 
ditions have confequently been kept feparate ; fo that, if any errors 
have been committed, they may be eafily afcribed to their real author.’ 

From the account of the different focieties which follows this ex- 
tract, we fhall felect a few particulars, referring to the work itfelf for 
more ample information. ‘The London Annuity Society for the benefit of 
widows, Mr. M. obferves, had been eftablifhed about five years bee 
fore the firft publication of Dr. P.’streatife. It was founded on prine 
ciples which mutt inevitably have produced ruin; but happily the 
members attended to the dottor’s advice, increafed their premiums and 
reduced the annuities which they had engaged to grant. In confe- 
p mea of this reformation events proved fo favorable, that in 17g0 the 

ociety laid the ftate of their affairs before Dr, P. and Mr. M., for 

them to determine what further additions might be made to the an- 
Nuities payable to the widows of their fubicribers: and it was determi- 
ned by the fociety, that, in addition to the annuity of £.20 ifa fub- 
feriber live one year, and £.24 if he live 15 years, they would pay 
a further annuity of £.1 for every year that a fubfcriber lives beyond 
24 years, In january 1789 this fociety confifted of 328 members, 
holding 377 policies, number of widews 85, their annuities £.1967- 
Theirincome, including intereft on £.70,500 ftock in the 3 per cents, 
exceeded their expenditure above £.2000 a year. 

The Laudable Society for the benefit of widows was eftablifhed in 
1761 in like manner, upon erroneous principles, and although repeat 
edly admonifhed, the members of it perfifted in their errours ; theit 
funds of confequence have lately been almoft exhaufted, and on a mle 
nute inveftigation of their finances it appeared, that their whole ftock 
could not pay + of the claims of the preient annuitants, there being 4 
real deficiency of £.30,000 in their accounts. As this fociety is for 
ever clofed againft the admiffion of new members, it may not be again 
neceffary to make it’s concerns the object of public notice. 

The Scotith eftablifhment for providing for the widows and orphans 
of minifters and profeffors continues to promife all that can be expetted 
from it; as alfo does the fcheme for providing for the nominees 
Eaft-India commanders. F 

‘The Laudable Society for the benefit of age, after having been obli- 

ed to reduce it’s annuities from £.44 to 8, was, in 1786, neceflita- 
ted to make a further reduction to fix guineas, with the exception 
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sew members. But it is not fuppofed that an_acceflion of new mem- 
bers will ever again render this fociety of public importance. 

The annuities payable by the Amicable Society for the benefit of 
ave were reduced in 1782 from £.26 to 8, and are now probably 
fecure. 

‘he Amicable Society for a perpetual Affurance Office has been 
eflablifhed ever fince the year 1706. ‘This inttitution has been of 
confiderable utility, and, with the alterations tn it’s plano recommens 
ded by Dr. P., might be made much more fo, and that permanently ; 
but as the members choofe to perfevere in their original plan, the fo- 
ciety muft fail in time. By increafing the number of their members 
rom 2000 to 4000, the fociety has derived a large temporary relief; 
but this is an expedient that cannot be frequently reforted to, And 
it certainly is very unjuft to make thofe members who are admitied 
after there are 2000 pay £1. 4s. a year more than thofe who compofe 


the frit 2000 * 


ft 2000 *. 

The accetiion of a large number of young members in the fpace of 
afew years mutt add greatly to the prefent finances of the fociety, 
and increafe the fums payable to the heirs or nominees of the old 
members, becaufe the number of deaths wil! be {mall in proportion to 
the number of members; but as the new fub{Cribers yrow old the pro- 
portion of deaths will increafe, and conteguently the fum to be paid 
toeach nominee will decreafe, until, as the itock of the fociet} is 
made guarantee for £.150 to each, they muft at lait be obliged to fell 
annuaily a part of tre capital to make up the refpective fhares. 

The Society for equirable Affurances on Lives and Survivorfhips 
was founded in 1761, and is the only one that has been uniformly 
guided in it’s practice by calculation. Of this fociety the editor is 
actuary, and bv his calculations have been regulated the premiums to 
be paid by fubferibers, and the additions which have been made to 
the claims of the members in con fequence of the increafing profperity of 
the fociety. An addition of £.1t per cent to all claims has been 
lately allowed for every payment, which had been made prior to the 
frit of january 1792. In confequence of the diiferent additions, 
many of the older members, when claimants, will be entitied to 
§0, and fome of them even to 70 and 8o per cent. more than the fums 
which they had Originally fubfcribed. ‘This is certainly the moit equi- 
table method of appropriating the profits of the fociety, as every per- 
fon is benefited in proportion to the money he has paid ; and if in the 
early periods of the fociety a larger premium than what, according 
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* A member of this fociety pays £.7. 10s. entrance, £.6. 48. & 
year for his fhare, out of which the oid members receive a divideng 
ot f.1. 4s. from the profits of the corporation, making their net 
eapreer £-5; the new members, above zoco, receive no dividend. 

or thefe annual payments the nominee of any member is entitled 
at his death to a fhare of all the fums received by the fociety in that 
particular year. Thus if the fociety confitted of 2000, the annual 
receipts at £.5 would be £.10,000; and if 40 fhould die in a year, 
the heir of each would receive £.250; if sodied, £.200. Jt would 
Certainly be more equitable to fx a fum which fhould not vary. 
gl Ol. XVII, xX te 
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to the refult appears to have been neceffary, was charged to the 
fubfcribers, that 1s now amply repaid by the additions made to their 
claims; and we are told that probably in a few years ftill further ad. 
ditions may be expected. This fociety aflures as high as £.5000 on 
ene life, and fince 1785 it’s bufinefs has been doubled. 

Amongft the various labours of benevolence in which the ufefal life 
ef Dr. P. was engaged, none Jay nearer his heart than a defire of 
finding means for alleviating the diftreffes of the aged or difabled 

or: and this edition is enriched with feveral valuable tables which 
a computed for that purpofe. They are founded on the principle of 
aflifting the poor by encouraging induftry and faving, and hence to 
raife them above the wretched neceffity of depending upon the parifh 
for fubfiftence, when rendered incapable of providing for themfelves, 
A bill for eftablifhing a plan of this nature was brought into parlia- 
ment about three years ago, it pafled the houfe of commons, but was 
rejected by the lords. 

The tables which Dr. P. computed for this purpofe are inferted in 
an appendix to the fecond volume. They proceed upon the principle 
of {mall weekly payments being made to a fociety eitablifhed for that 
purpofe, according to the age of the perfon admitted, and ftate the 
weekly allowances that may be made in cafe of illnefs, &c. Compu- 
tations are alfo given of the fums to be paid by one parifh to another, 
in cafe of a contributor's removal, and wifhing to become a member in 
the parifh to which he is removed, &c. ‘The contributors are fuppo- 
fed to be arranged into different clafles, each of which is entitled to 
an allowance according to his contribution. By this plana perfoa 
under 21, who fhould pay 2d. a week till 65, would be entitled to an 
allowance, whenever he was fick or difabled, of four fhillings per week 
bed-lying pay, and two fhillings per week walking pay ; and alfo to 
an allowance for life, after 65, of two fhillings, and after 70 of four 
fhillings per week, and fo in proportion it he be able to fubfcribe 
more. 

Compared with a plan of this kind, how contemptible do thole 
wretched tontine fchemes appear with which the walls of this metro- 
polis are daily infulted. Mr. M.’s obfervations on this fpecies of pat- 
loining from the induftry of the poor are fo juft, that we cannot cons 
conclude this article, without inferting an extract or two from his ge 
neral introduction. Pp. xxxiv, : 

* Of all the phantoms which are held up to entice and to deceive 
the multitude, none are more mifchievous or deferve more fevere re 
prehention than the tontines which have lately become fo prevalent 
mn every part of thiscountry. By thefe, while the adventurer 1s lured 
with the extravagant hope of making his fortune in a fhort period and 
at a {mall expence, the worft {pirit of gambling and idle {peculation 
as called forth, and thofe baneful effects which are produced by a fate 
lottery in London are extended to the remeteft corners of the kingdom 
itis not only the perfon who can afford to fubfcribe fixpence or 4 
Shilling a week from his income that becomes the dupe of thofe bub- 
bles ; they are crowded in the poorer parts of the country with do- 
meftic fervants whofe wages do not exceed £.3 or £.4—a fum which 
even properly applied is hardly fufficient for their maintenance. _ 
clafs of fublcribers muft neceffarily either involve themfelves 1 po 
verty and diitrefs to complete their payments, or, which js more Pio 
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bable, they muft find themfelves unable to go on with them, and by 
this means ‘ofe ali the money they have already advanced.—lIt is in- 
deed no wonder, confidering the ignorance which prevails on the fub- 
ject, that fo many fhould be captivated with the advantages which 
are promifed them in thefe tontines, and it may not perhaps be im- 
proper to ftate a few faéts which, if they produce no other effect, will 
however tend to moderate the expectations and confequently to leffen 
the difappointment of the fubfcribers at the final divifion of their ftock. 
The well known increafe of money when improved at compound in- 
tereft, and the continual mortality of the human race (which is proved 
by the melancholy experience of every day) are the two principles 
upon which all tontines are founded, and from which they derive all 
their encouragement. But it is impoflible ‘to apply thofe principles 
more improperly than to the prefent purpofe. In the fhort term of 
feven years the accumulation of money at fimple and compound inte- 
ret is much the fame, and the decrements of life are fo inconfiderable 
as to produce little or no effect in increafing this accumulation.—A 
weekly payment of fixpence improved at 4 per cent. compound intereft 
for feven years will amount to £.10. 5s. 3d. but at fimple intereft it 
will amount to £.10. 3s. rod. and at no intereft at all to £.9. 2s.’ 

From a calculation on the probable number of deaths in a given 
number of perfons in the courfe of feven years, Mr. M. sone 
that the fhare of each furvivor will not exceed eleven guineas, and 
when the expences of management and probable loffes are deducted, 
the furviving members * will have the fatisfaction to find at the end 
of feven years, that they have barely received their principal, after hav- 
ing endangered the lofs of the greateft part of it, by the rifk of dying 
in the mean time.’ 

P. xxxviii. * Theonly fource from which thofe tontines can derive any 
additional increafe muft be from the inability of fome of the members 
to go on with their fubfcriptions. But this is anevil of the worft kind, 
and defeats the very end for which thofe plans are faid to be princi- 
pally intended. Inftead therefore of relieving, they will add to the 
miferies of the poor, and the only perfons that will be benefited by 
them (excepting indeed the treafurers and fecretaries) will be the 
more wealthy fubfcribers, whofe fhares will have acquired their chief 
increafe from the fpoils of the diftrefled,—I am forry to fee thofe 
{chemes adopted and encouraged by fo many refpeétable perfons, who 
have contributed very much, by their chara¢ter and fituation in life, to 
fpread the contagion; and by fubmitting to become truftees of the 
different focieties, they have bres 4 given them a weight and 
Credit which they would not otherwife have enjoyed.—In one of the 
moft numerous of thofe tontines, which confifts of 43,000 members, it 
has been urged in its defence that it would have a tendency 0 improve 
the morals of the people by leading them to habits of faving. Although 
ho doubt can be entertained of the good intentions of thofe who pa- 
tronize this fcheme, it muft, I think, be acknowledged that the me- 
thod they have chofen of reforming the poor is rather equivocal.—It 
is not likely that an indigent man, when allured to fave by the fame 
Motives which ftimulate a gambler to his ruin, fhould be improved in 
bis morals by this means, or that he fhould be much prejudiced in fa- 
Your of this difpofition when his hopes and expettations are kept alive 
. byadelufion, “After looking forrand during th: term of feven years 
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to the accumulation of an immenfe fortune, and finding himfelf at 
lait barely in poffefion of the miferable pittance he has paid, it will 
be no wonder if the mortifying difappointment he feels fhould lead 
him to fquander away-a fum, too fcanty for eftablifhing him in trade 
or for any other valuable purpofe, and that, inftead of convincin 
him of the good effects ot faving, it fhould confirm him in the ha- 
bits of diflipation.’ A.D. 
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ART. Ix. Expe riments on Animal Elericity, wih their Application 7] 
Phyfielogy. And jome Pathological and Medical Ob/ferwatious, By 
Kulebius Valli, M.p., &c. $8vo. 323 pages. Price 6s in boards, 
Johnfon. 1793. 

‘Tne beautiful and interefting difcovery that has lately been made 


o 
by profeffor Galvani, refpecting the ele¢tricity of animals, has opened 
to the phyfician and phytiologiit a new and extended field of inquiry, 
In this arduous and difficult invetiigation, the author of the experi- 
ments now before us was early engaged; and in the 13th and fub- 
fequent volumes of our journal we communicated the fteps he had 
then taken in purfuing the inquiry. 

The want of a proper arrangement, and due explanation, of the 
rcfults of the various trials he had at that time made, has induced him 
to prepare the prefent publication, which appears particularly valwable 
both on account of the ingenuity with which the fubjeét is treated, it’s 
novelty, and the number of facts that are adduced in it’s fupport. We 
are agreeably led to doctor V.’s experiments by a very concife account 
of the progrefs of the fcience of electricity, down to the prefent dif- 
covery. In giving this account, the author brings to our view an 
opinion that has been maintained by fome, that the ele¢trical fluid was 
the foul of the univerfe; from which he conceives phyfiologitts 
were led to fuppofe, that it performed fome important office in the 
animal economy ; and accordingly fubftituted it for the avimal /pirits— 
‘The doétrine however remained in obfcurity, notwithftanding it’s pro- 

bability was fupported by the agreement of the electrical fluid in velocity 
and fubtilty with the nervous ; and by faéts drawn from the hiftory 
of the torpedo, gymnotus ele@ricus, and other eleétrical fifhes. This 
gueftion Dr. V. feems to think at prefent determined by the difcovery 
of a peculiar eletricity in animals. 

In profecuting his experiments the author appears firft very pro- 
perly to have repeated the trials of profeffor Galvani, and afterwards 
to have inftituted others of a different kind, and Which had a proba- 
bility of leading to different conclufions.—The application of the 
whole in the explanation of the laws of the animal ceconomy is at 
tempted with a confiderable fhare of ingenuity and acutenefs of obfer- 
vation ; though in fome refpeéts both the medical and philofophical 
reader will probably draw different conclufions from what has been dont 
by Dr. V. To givea diftinét view of the different and very numerous 

«€xperiments that are detailed in this work, would far exceed the limits 
1 our labours; it may therefore be fufficieht, if we point out the Jeading 
features of the work, and thé general conclufions that the author 
wiles to fupport. 

The 
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Dr. V. began his experiments by fixing a coating of fome metal» 
en the nerves of frogs, and_other animals, and then applying one end; 
of a metal condu¢tor to the coated parts, and the other to the furfaces 
of the thighs or other parts which had been ftripped of their fkin. In 
this way, the movements produced were ftrong, and they cantinued 
foralong time. ‘Thefe trials alfo proved filver to be the beit conduétor 
of the electricity of animals. From thefe experiments frogs feem to 
preferve their vitality the longeft of any animal that the author has 
examined ; and he was at firft in hopes of eftablifhing a meafure of this 
principle ; but from further trials, and a circumi{tance that he did not 
expect, he has found that impoflible. ‘The circumftance here alluded 
to is, that by prefling the coating lower down upon the nerve, that ‘is 
nearer the extremity of the limb, frefh contractions may be produced. 
In dogs, fowls, and rabbits, the fituation of the coating has been 
changed in the fame way as with frogs, and even fometimes another 
coating has been applied to the mufcics, but without fuccefs. ‘This 
fecond coating has however been proved to be a proper means of excit- 
ing the vitality of the animal parts, when languid and nearly gone. 
Profeffor Galvani having afferted, that, if the coating were removed 
from the nerves, and left only upon the mufcies, the movements 
did not happen, or were weak and infrequent; Dr. V. repeated 
the experiment, and was furprized to find them nearly as ftrong as in. 
the common experiment. ‘This fuccefs led him to new tfials; fuch as 
to prove the poffibility of producing the electrical appearances by 
making a communication between mufcle and mufele, as well as betwixt 
mufcle and nerve. ‘Though the author has fucceeded in producing con- 
tra(tions in this way in frogs, in other animals he has never been able 
to produce them. After the examination of the communication be- 
tween mufcle and mufcle, our author was naturally led to inquire con- 
cerning that which exifted between nerve and nerve. His fa¢ts refpect- 
ing this matter are truly curious; they feem to prove, that nerves 
potlefs in every parta vital principle, which is deitroyed in proportion 
to the frequency and intenfity ofthe fhocks. ‘This principle alfo gra- 
dually perifhes of itfelf, and always begins to diiappear from the 
higheft part. ‘The experiments which prove, that new movements will 
take place by removing the coatings nearer the extremity of the limb, 
alfo evince, in the author’s opinion, that the condition of the nerves oY 
which they poflefs the power of exciting mufcular motion, or the life 
[as he cxprefles it}, continues longer in their extremities, than at their 
origin. On this point, the author puts a quettion which future phyfio- 
logiits may probably determine, ‘ Is not their origin that which I call 
their extremities ?” 

It has been objeéted to this dottrine, that fince the difcharges and 
movements take place by means of two metals of different kinds, the 
metal itfelf might fupply the eleétricity ; to this objection Dr. V. 
latisfactorily replies, that at different times he had produced fhocks hy 
being himfelf the conduétor; and that fometimes one metal is fufficiént 
for the experiment. In proof of this important fact, further trials 
feem neceflary. Of it’s truth, however, fome proofs: are adduced 
in the various trials that Dr. V. has attempted. In this part of 
our author’s works, a fet of experiments which were made before 
4 committee of the academy of fciences at Paris are introduced. 
xX 3 Thefe 
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Thefe trials will furnifh the reader with a variety of curious fatts pee 
fpeéting the action of the electrical fluid on animals; and with refpet 
to the power of different metals in inducing movements. 

The fluids that give paflage to the electrical fluid the author finds 
capable of conducting animal ele¢tricity. On this fubjeét it has noe 
efcaped Dr. V.’s obfervation, that even among men there are fome 
individuals who are good conduttors, others who are lefs fo, and fome 
who feem almoft non-condudiors of electricity. 

Inorder tully todetermine a quettion of fuch difficulty and importance 
as the prefent, tacts of different kinds mutt be required ; and the author 
with great labourand indufiry appears amply to have provided them, 
As the nerves are the great {prings by which the various funétions of 
the animal economy are performed, it was natural for Dr. V., in in- 
veitigating fuch a fubject as the prefenr, to fix his attention upon them, 
—His experiments in this way are very much extended ; though by no 
mcams dehcient in ingenuity, or unimportant inthe conclufions to which 
they lead.—Suppoling the nerves to be conductors of a fluid refembling 
eleétricity in it’s properties, tying them appeared to Dr. V. not to be 
eapable of preventing it’s paflage through them. He made ligatures, 
therefore, on the nerves of feveral frogs, but not one of them afforded 
the phenomena he expected. After inftituting various experiments 
with a view to this matter, the Dr. found, « ft. That when the nerves 
are tied, the electrical fluid runs off trom it’s direct courfe, when it 
meets with a better conductor. 

* 2d. That when it has no other courfe to take, it follows that of 
the nerves. 

« 3d. That when weak, it either.does not pafs at all, or, if it does, 
is not in poffeflion of fufficient power to excite the irritability of the 
sufcular fibre.’ 

On the whole, the author obferved, that the ligature oppofed the 
fame obitacles to animal, that it did to artificial electricity. In making 
his firft experiment with a view to the elucidation of this matter, the 
author carefully tied the nerve in fuch a way as rendered it perfectly in 
his power to remove it from the mufcles, orbring it near them. It was 
curious to remark, that, if the ligature were but a finall diftance from 
the mufcles, a very minute portion of artificial ele¢tricity only was 
required to put the leg of the animal in motion; but if the ligature 
were left in contaét with the mufeles, a quantity, in proportion to the 
other enormous, was neceflary to produce the fame phenomena. 

The refults of feveral beautiful experiments on this fubject, made 
by Dr. V. along with Mr, Nicholfon, are here introduced ; which 
feem to have led the writer to the following conclufions, FP. 67. 

« On repeating this kind of experiment by myfelf, 1 have frequently 
ebferved, that the legs of which the nerves had been tied at a certain 
dittance from the mufcles, did not feel the action of a certain quantity 
of artificial elettricity, although they were violently convulfed by ex- 
¢iting that which was inherent and peculiar to them. 

* Perhaps this obfervation may ferve to furnifh us with a criterion, 
by which we may be enabled to calculate the force of animal elettri- 
eity. If, for example, five, fix, feven, or eight degrees of -artincial 


CleGricity are not fafficient to awaken the muicalar movements, 2nd 
we 
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we can produce them by the native electricity ; we fhall be warranted 
jn concluding, that it is ftronger than the known quantity of five, fix, 
feven, or eight degrees of artificial electricity. Might we not by 
this means etiablifh acommon meafure ? Let this be fubmitted to the 
eonfideration of philofophers. . ; 

« "The impediment which both animal and artificial electricity expes 
rience under the circumftances we have noticed, is owing to the ap- 
proximation o! the coats of the nerves. The coats of the nerves, then, 
arc bad conductors. 

« There exifts in nerves a fubftance which appears well adapted for 
conducting electricity, and this is the medullary pulp itfelf. As this 
pulp is of extreme delicacy, I imagined, that by making it undergo 
fome alteration, fome changes might be produced in its condutting 

ower.’ 

‘Lhis idea determined our author to make feveral trials with opium ; 
and from them he found, that it fearcely ever extinguifhes the vitality 
immediately. Sometimes in the {pace of about five minutes itdeprived . 
the piece of nerve enveloped in it of the power of conducting eleCtri+ 
city. If it be allowed to exert it’s influence for fome time, as 20 or 
30 minutes upon any part, it generally accelerates it’s death, The 
{olution appears alfo, from the author’s obfervations, to poffefs much 
lefs a¢tivity than folidopium. ‘The life of the nerves, as has jutt 
been obferved, having appeared to Dr. V.to refide more in their ex- 
tremities than origins, he attempted to afcertain the effects of opium 
applied to them ; and found that it did not inftantly deftroy the life 
of the part of the nerve to which it was applied, but that it affected ie 
ina {pecific manner, and that the affection extended to the fource of 
the reft of the nerves, or more properly as far as the fpine. This in- 
terefting fact feems to promife to the medical practitioner fome ada 
vantages, if judicioufly direéted and properly confidered. The au- 
thor is of opinion, that it explains the advantages of blittering after 
Cotunnio’s method, in a clearer manner than the theory that that 
author has adopted. After making further trials with opium in the 
manner that has been defcribed, Dr. V. afks, why opium under cere 
tain circumftances aéts on the nerves, but not under others ? He avoids 
the inveitigation of the changes the nerves undergo by the application 
of opium to them; but his opinion appears to be, that they become 
bad conductors, and confequently the ele¢tricity, whether animal or 
artificial, relinquifhes the nerves, and 1s difperfed, 

We come in the following part of the work to the examination of 
the effects of opium when applied to the mufcles, which is equally cu- 
rious and interefting, though, perhaps, not quite fo fatistactory as 
fome other parts of the author’s labours. ‘That the fluid, which has 
been generally called the nervous fluid, is the fame with electricity it- 
felf, we are by np means fully convinced, fince many cireumftances, 
which have been little noticed by our author, appear to us to make 
againit {uch a conclufion, But as the reafoning employed in the fup- 
port of the famenefs of the nervous fluid, and that which conftitutes 
eleGricity, carries with it a degree of probability, and is extremely 
plaufible, we thall felect it. Pp. rit. . 

‘ I have afferted, that the nervous fluid is the fame with ele¢tricity, 


and with good reafon ; for 
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* Subftances which conduct electricity, are conductors likewife of 
the res H id. 

* Subftances which are not conductors of electricity, do not condy& 
the nervous fluid. 

* Non-conducting bodies, which acquire by heat the property of 
conducting electricity, preferve it hikewnfe for the nervous fluid. 

« Cold, at a certain degree, renders water a non-conduCtor of elec. 
tric as well as of the nervous finid. 

« The velocity of the nervous fluid is, as far as we can calculate, 
the fame with that of electricity. 

* The obftacles, which the nerves under certain circumftances op- 
pofe to electricity, they prefent hkewife to the nervous fluid. 

« Attraction is a property of the electric fluid, and this attraétion 
has been difcovered in the nervous fluid. 

© We here fee the greatett analogy between thefe fluids; nay, I may 
even add, the characiers of their indentity. 

* As to what regards the attraction, I may perhaps have been de- 
ceived in my experiments, or have fancied what did not exift. 

« But though I may milirut my own obfervation on this point, yet 
the Committee of the Academy of Sciences at Paris, with whom I re- 
peated the experiments upon animal ele¢tricity, and who were wit- 
nefles to the attraction in a jefs equivecal manner than I was, could 
not eafily be miftaken. 

‘Liey placed a prepared frog in a veffel, which contained the 
4 { 
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eter of M. Coulomb, charged negatively and pofitively by 
turns. In both cares, in exciting the animal in the common way, the 
} 


ball of the electrometer was attracted. (See Med. Eclairée, ou Jour- 
nalvredivé, par M. Fourcroy, T. 10, n. 31. pour Aout 1792.) 

* If we reflect, at prefent, upon the phenomena prefénted by the tor- 
pedo and g\ mnotus; if we contider that the fluid difcharged by them 
us conducted or arrefied by the fame fubflances, which conduét or 
arreft the nervous fluid; we cannot avoid being convinced that the 
fhock of the torpecio, and the fhock and fpark of the gymnotus, are 
effects of the tame caufe, which produces the movements 1m the frogs, 
fowls, cats, dogs, and horles, made the fubjects of experiment. 

* And as it would be abfurd to aflert, that the property of the tor- 
pedo is derived trom a canfe different from that of the gymnotus, be- 
caule the torp co does not emit {parks ; fo it would be equally abfurd 
to maintain, that the fluid of frogs, fowls, cats, dogs, &c. is not 
the fame as that of the torpedo and gymnotus, becaufe the tormer 
neither gives thocks, nor emits fparks. ‘The principle 1s the fame. 
Ry means of this principle, all the effects may be explained ; confe- 
quently it would be contrary to the laws of philofophiting to admit of 
any other. 

« If the principle is unique, it muft be eleétricity ; for if we exa- 
mine every fpecics of animal, we fhall meet with every character of 
this fluid.’ 

it has been long well known that electricity cannot act but under 
the two oppofite ttates of plus and mizus, or where there is a want 0 
equilibrium. this has been brought as an argument againtt the doc- 
trine of our author, for fince all the parts of animals are conductors of 
electrictty, no accumulation can take place,.which might otherwife 
have been fufpecied. This difficulty of the parts of animals being 
charged 
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charged in plus oF minus, under fuch unfavourable circumftances, the au- 
thor confefles he cannot explain, yet he is convinced that it takes place. 
In fupport of this, the author reafons from the phenomena of heat in 
animated beings ; but the analogy 1s not in our opinion fo fatistattory, 
or p ‘riect, as the author feems to imagine if. : 

The parts, which feem the bet calculated to agg the office of 
condenfing the electricity of animals, are the mufcles. ‘Thele Dr. V. 
finds to have in therr flruGiure and diftribution of parts a very great 
analogy to the electrical organs of the ‘orpedo and g ymnotus electricus. 
To the many great and very Important offices that the mufcies have 
been deftined to perform, the author has therefore affligned them one 

robably ftill more important, that of condenfing electricity. 

The nerves difperfed over the furfaces of the cylinder, or fmall jars 
of mufcles, appear therefore to be the threads that conduct this fluid ; 
and they are fo difpofed as to form communications with each other; 
but the means by which this communication is eftablifhed have not 
yet been difcovered. 

We have before obferved the neceflity for two contrary ftates of 
electricity, a pofitive and negative; the former of thefe is fuppofed by 
Galvanito refide in the nerves or inner furlace of the mutcles; the 
Jatter in the outer furface; or both equally in the nerves, and in the 
mufcles. Dr. V. here puts a queition, that perhaps will not be eafily 
determined, viz. whether all the motions of mufcles be effe¢ied by the 
fame inftrumentality ? He thinks that the heart, veflels, ftomach, in- 
teftines, in fhort, all the mufcular parts not governed by the will, 
att by a fimple effux of elefiricity, which he fuppofes to exit in the 
nerves in two different ftates. And it is /pecific fimu/i that (he thinks) 
‘ give a determination to this effux, or difcharge.” There being no 
electrical fluid condenfed in thefe vifcera is the reafon, according 
to this author, that, by means of a coating and conduétor, fhocks 
cannot be excited in them, as in the mufcies of voluntary motion, 
But though he has not been able yet, by artificial electricity, 
to excite the irritability of thefe vifcera, he thinks we ought nog 
thence to conclude, that eleétricity is not the caufe of their motions 
But on this point Jet us hear the author himfelf.  p. 143. / 

* Let us recall to our recolleétion, that the fimple approximation of 
the coats of the nerves, under certain circumftances, deftroys the 
action both of native and artificial electricity. If the nerves of the 
organs, of which the operations are {pontanzous, are difpofed in fuch 
a manver as to refufe a paffage to this fluid when it is directed upon 
them, it is certain that the movements will not take place. Nor can 
electricity when applied to the organ itfelf, however itrong it may be, 
produce the leaft etfeét, becaufe it does not a¢t as a itimulus, but~by 
another law, as will be fhewn in the fourth fection. . 

_* But that the agent, which calls thefe organs into action is ele¢tri- 
city, is demonftrable both from analogy and fa¢ts. Thefe organs 
poflefs irritability in common with mufcles, The irritability of the 
mufcles is mot powerfully excited by the animal electricgs fluid, It 
is therefore very natural to conceive, that thefe organs <xperience the 
fame effect. If lam not miftaken, we have incopteftible proofs of 
this in the hiftory of difeafes of the nerves. : 

* A perfon feized with convulfions, one sfoment has very, terrible 

Ocks in his whole body ; at another in the upper or lower extremi- 
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ties, fometimes the heart beats with violence, at others there is an in. 
voluntary flow of tears, one while the pulfe is regular, at another 
irregular and in a ftate of {pafmodic contraction, fometimes a Partial 

tiation is difcoverable in fome particular artery, whilft the regula. 
rity of the pulfe announces that the reft of the arterial fyftem does not 

rtake of this alteration, Laftly, the mufcles, and other part 
poflefling mufcularity, are affected alternately, or at the fame moment, 
Can we in thefe phenomena avoid being aware of the exiftence of a 
¢ommon caufe ?’ 

After this, we find Dr. V. confidering electricity in a different point 
of view; not as being confined to the nerves and mutfcles alone, butas 
difperfed or diffufed over the whole body, He imagines, that this 
Mnatter exilts in different proportions in different kinds of animals, and 
that each has it’s determined meafure of it, in the way that each has 
gt’s proper quantity of heat. It cannot, he thinks, be kept in a flate 
of equilibrium. Conftant. changes in the whole conititution of th 
anima! being produced by mufcular a¢tion, the fecretions, evacuations, 
heat, and emotions of the mind. Electricity follows thefe changes, 
and confequently is never at reft, but always acting; and by givinga 
gentle impetus to the conftituent parts of the machine, ‘ animates it and 
fuftains it’s life.’ ‘The exiftence of the fluid, he thinks, is fupported 
by theory, and perfectly confonant to the known laws of phyfics. 
‘The difcovery made by Mr. Walfh refpecting the gymnotus, affords, 
in our author’s opinion, a complete demonftration of this pofition. 
The remaining part of this fection is taken up by an able detence of 
the author’s dottrine againft the oppofition it has met with on the con- 
tinent. We fhall extract the concluding part. P. 174. 

‘ That mufcles, which we fuppofe to be organs charged with elec- 
tricity, can at the fame time be likewife conductors of this matter, ap- 
pears a paradox. This however may be explained. The electricity 
which we fhall call proper to the mufcle, is, as it were, fhut up in, 
and governed by the nerves. 

« The nerves are fo arranged as to.appear only to conititute one 
and the fame body with the fibres. 

‘« The nerves alone are capable of receiving the electricity. They 
alone are conduétors of it, apd it is by them alone that this circum- 
ftance is effected. 

« But the other parts which compofe the mufcle, are not fimilarly 
circumftanced with the fibre. They are not eleétrics, and of courle 
the electricity finds an eafy pe through them. 

« To return to our prefent objeét. ‘The action of artificial elec- 
tricity as a ftimulant of the nerves, does not become an argument 
againft the theory of profeflor Galvani, for that does not exclude the 
influence of the native eleétricity. 

« After having done away the difficulties propofed by the ingenious 
adverfary, I mutt take the liberty of afking him, how it happens that 
prepared frogs fometimes give fhocks on communicating betwixt a 
coated nerve and the legs, when immerfed in water, without having 
recourfe to a metallic conduétor, but performing one’s felf the office 
of a condu€tor ? 

* And why in thefe animals have we thefe phenomena produced 
eonftantly at the firft moment by means only of a metallic conduttof, 
without <he nerves or the mufcles being furnifhed with a ea i 
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Having now examined the fats and experiments which are brought 
jn fapport of the curious and interefting doctrine of animal electricity, 
we mutt obferve, that the circumftances upon which the author feems 
principally to found his reafonings are, the exiftence of electricity In 
animals, the power they have of condenfing it, and the particular 
fracture of the nerves, by which they are enabled to conduct this fluid 
without it’s being difperfed among the furrounding parts.—How far 
the real exiftence of thefe different ftates are proved by the author, 
and, if proved, how far they afford a folid and fatisfa¢tory foundation 
for the doétrine in queftion, are points which we muft leave to the 
determination of our readers, and to future obfervation and inquiry. 

In the fucceeding pages the author endeavours to explain, in a more 
extenfive manner, the influence of the electrical principle, upon the 
animal economy. He therefore treats of mufcular motion, the fecre- 
tions, fenfations, and nutrition, both in their natural and difeafed ftates. 
Jn this inveftigation, however, the author chiefly confines himfelf to 
thofe points that relate to the fubject under confideration. 

The contra¢tion of mufcles has been attributed by Haller and others, 
to an increafe of the power of attraction inherent in the moving 
fibre. ‘This is only noticing an effect, the caufe of which Dr. V. 
aflerts to be electricity; and the procefs he fuppofes to be accomplifhed 
by the furfaces of the fibrils in a ftate of contraClion being differently 
electrified from what they are in a ftate of relaxation. ‘To this differ- 
ence in the ftate or condition of the electricity in the mufcles the 
attraction of the fibrils is owing: and, according to this hypothefis, 
an equilibrium can never take place. In fupport of this theory, 
the author adduces the known fatts of electricity in increafing the 
cohefion of bodies, and of it’s exifting in two different ftates after 
a difcharge. On this fubjet the author further concludes the nerves 
to be the only inftruments that nature employs for changing the ftate of 
the eleétricity in the mufcles, and for inducing movements in them, 
They poffefs an eleétricity of their own, by which they probably put 
the muicular ele€tricity in motion; hence if a nerve diftributed on a 
certain mufcle be cut, tied, wounded, or in any manner injured, the 
muicle becomes paralytic, and incapable of performing it’s office. 
Much ingenious reafoning, and fome new judicious and ingenious ob- 
fervations will be met with, on this obfcure and involved fubje@& ; and 
though the author’s theory may probably go further than others have 
done in explaining the phenomena of mufcular motion, yet it does 
not by any means appear to us to explain the whole. 

Dr. V.’s obfervations and reflections on the different fubjeéts of 
fecretion, fenfation, and nutrition, are extremely curious, and feem to 
deferve the ferio :s confideration of the phyfician and phyfiologift. ‘This 
part ot the author’s labours appears alfo particularly ufeful in afford- 
ing to the humoralift a valuable and very inftructive leflon. We have 
found it by no means eafy to give a full and diftin@ view of a work 
which contains fuch a variety of experiments, upon which very differs 
ent conclufions depend ; therefore, for full information refpetting the 
author’s opinion, it will be neceffary that the reader confult the publi- 
cation itfelf.—It appears evident, that the whole chain of circumftances, 
which led to the prefent important difcovery of animal ele¢tricity, had an 
undoubted tendency to eftablith the belief of a near relation exifting 
between it and artificial electricity. But of the reality of this relation, 
or 
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goo NATURAL PHILOSOPHY, 


or of the famenefs of the influence difcovered by Galvani, and that of 
the electrical fluid, we muft own that we are not fatisfied either by the 
¢xperiments, or the ingenious reafoning cf our author. Indeed to us 
the influence difcovered by the ingenious profeffor of Bologna does 
mot appear to be perfectly reconcilable with any of the known laws of 
nature. By giving this opinion, however, we do not by any méans 
intend to detract from the great merit of Dr. V. as an able experi 
menter, a good phyfologift, and an ingenious phyfician. A. Re 
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Art. x. Asx Examination of the new Dofrines in Philofophy and 
Theolooy, p : 
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the Power of tee Civil Magiftrate, as the Ordixanuce of Gad. By 
Peo Pee - a tt a . a ; ; 
Alex. Colden. Svo. 165 pages. Price 2s. 6d. Berwick, Pherfon, 
London, Law. 1743. 
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Tre points on which Mr. Colden undertakes the refutation of Dr, 
Prieftley are thefe three: whether effential ative powers can be pr0- 
perly afcribed to matter: whether foul and body in man may with 
propriety be confidered as diftinét fubftances : and whether, according 
to the teftimmony of fcripture, Jefusis to be confidered as a mere man. 
If there be any thing deferving the attention of the philofophical 
inquirer in any part of this publication, it is in what the writer ad- 
vances on the firit of thefe heads. We fhall give the fubftance of 
his remarks nearly in his own words. 

The only true fources of our knowledge are fenfe and teftimony. 
We have no reafon to quetftion the truth of our fimple perceptions ; 
Lut we deceive ourfelves as to the degree, or extent of knowledge, to 
be obtained ty means of fenfe. Unfeen things not pertaining to the 

rovince of fenfe, whatever knowledge we have of thefe muit be de- 
rived from fome other fource, that of teftimony or faith. 

Dr. Prieftley’s hypothefis concerning matter is, by his own con- 
eeffion, liable to this objection, that it fuppofes matter to act where it 
is not prefent. ‘To this objeétion he makes no other reply, than 
that it affects the hypothefis of former philofophers as well as his. 
Newton appears to have been fenfible of the force of this objection 
to his theory of gravitation, and makes it a query, whether gravi- 
ty might not be a fecondary or relative quality of bodies, effected by 
the energy of a fubtle ether expanded through the whole fyftem of 
nature. Againft the exiftence of this fuppofed ether it is urged, that 
if it were the caufe of the cohefion of the parts of groffer bodies, it 
would require another ftill more fubtle fluid to preferve it’s parts in 4 
ftate of cohefion, and fo on ix infixitum. - But it may be fairly quel 
tioned, whether the particles of ether have any cohefion one with ane- 
ther, and whether anv mechanical power can be found capable of arreft- 
ing their mobility. In confequence of the univerful law of fluids, 
that they prefs equally every way, they are mechanically in a conftant 
difpofition towards motion. Nothing of this has place in the cohe- 
fion of hard bodies. A hard body has comparative folidity, but 1% 
at the fame time vulnerable and paflive. A fluid body is comparatively 
invulnerable and impafiive. An arrow leaves traces of it’s path bed 
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hard body, but none in the air. A fluid may be fuppofed to have 
been formed of fuch a texture, as to be inacceiflible to any foreigh 
mechanical power, yet with fuch force as to be capable of being the 
principal mechanical agent in nature. The fuppofition of fuch aa 
ether, fuperfedes the neceflity of the new power, with which Dr. 
Prieftley fuppofes matter to be invetted. si in! 

Dr. Prieftley’s notion of the penetrability of matter is wholly ine 
comprehenfible, By the impenetrability of matter is meant, the power 
which every primary particle has of poflefling it’s own place, to the 
evclufion of all others. Now, it 1s impoflible to comprchend, how 
one atom or particle can occupy the place of another, till that 
other be firft dillodged. This is equally true with refpect to the par- 
ticles of all bodies whatever, whether fluid or folid. Ihe doctrine of 
the penetrability of matter involves the evident contradi¢tion of 
{uppoting two or more tangible extenfions to be but one and the fame 
tangible extenfion. ‘Tangibility, which is aniverfally contidered ag 
the difcriminating character of body, muft originate in folidity and 
extenfion. An hypothefis, which fuppofes matter to exilt diveited of 
what is eflential to it’s exiftence as matter, is abfurd. 

To show the infufficiency of the power of attraction and repul- 
fion, fuppofed by Dr. Prieftley to be effential to matter, and to be ina 
ftate of conttant energy in concentric circles, about a central point, it 
mult be obferved, that equal and oppofite powers deftroy each other. 
If thefe oppofite powers of attraction and repulfion be equal, they 
mutt ceafe to produce any effect. If they be unequal, the weaker 
force will be deitroyed by the greater, which will continue to att 
alone with the excefs by which it exceeded the weaker power. Upon 
this hypothefis, it is faid, that the particles of matter, ase oth near 
they approach, never come into actual contact; and feveral experi- 
ments are referred to in confirmation of this doctrine, But can ang 
one fo far doubt his fenfe of feeling, as to queftion whether he touches 
apen with his fingers when he guides it in writing? 

This fpecimen of Mr. C.’s talents for metaphyfical {peculatiog 
will be fufficient to enable the reader to form a judgment how far 
he is qualified for the encounter which he has undertaken. In the 
{criptural and political difcuffion of this pamphlet, we perceive no- 
thing fuficiently new to require a particular account. 
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Art. x1. Poems by Lady Manners, Small 4to. 110 pages. Price 
One Guinea in Boards, Bell, 1793. 


Ir is a circumflance which has a favourable afpect with regard to the 
fate of public manners, when ladies of rank have the good fenfe to afpire 
toa kind of diftinGtion, fuperiour to that which attends high birth, and, 
Cccahionally at leaft, to retire from the circle of fafhionable diflipation, 
for the fake of enjoying the pleafures of polite literature. After hav- 
ing fo lately paid our refpeéts to lady Burrel as a votary of the mutes, 
We are happy to be called upon to announce the public appearance of 
ay Manners in the fame train; and to give it as our opinion, that, 
aithough the Republic of Letters is too jealous of the equal rights of 
be * Citizens to pay homage to titles, this Jady has pretenfions, which 
will 
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will not fail tointroduce her with honour at the court of criticifm. Her 
claims are not indeed of that fuperiour kind which wil} command a place 
among the fir order of poets: or is fhe always fo attentive to the 


harrsony of her numbers, or the elegance of her diétion, as to leaye 
ro room for the charge of negligence. But the pieces breathe 
throughout the pure {pirit of virtuous fenfibility, and difcover a heart 
| capable, in a high degree, of feeling all the ‘* dear charities” of do. 
eh I ite \s a mother, a wife, a daughter, and a friend, lady 
Seog Nianners in feveral of thefe pieces appears peculiarly amiable. The 
Bay ] ec, if fometimes profaic, poflefies the charm of fimplicity, and 
the general effect upon the mind of the reader is to produce, if not 
- high admiration, yet pleafing ferenity. The principal pieces are of 
#8 the ballad, or the elegiac kind, ana are adapted to excite tender 
hie 4 fympathy. In one or two inftances, where the author paffes from the 
A yw fentimental to the didaétic, fhe is by no means fuccefsful. Her re- 
fe; ae. £eétions on the prevalence of fafhion, though containing juft obferva- 
4 ay tions, and written with the beft intentions, are very profaic. None 
ey of the tales are fhort enough to be copied: and to quote detached 
Pig paflages, where the effect depends upon the ftory, would be injuttice 
Bee tothe poem. We muft therefore confine our extratts to the {maller 
Pe eee poems; and fhall felect the two following pieces. P. 8g. 
4 
he ‘ ON LEAVING LEHENA, IN OCTOBER, 1788. 
. ' ea oe « Dear fields, where oft in infancy I ftray’d, 
ORE 4 When every trifle charms the vacant mind! 
ir’ 4 Kind groves, that wrapp’d me in your circling fhade, 


When thoughtful Science firit my foul refin’d! 
¢ Say, muft I bid this lov’d recefs adieu, 

Once more to float on Diffipation’s tide ? 
Where fhall I meet with friends fo fafe, fo true, 


és “e : ; 
+4 sk To whom I may my carelefs youth confide? 
pat 2 
Lee « Where yon tall elms have form’d a dark retreat, 
Tan? dat How oft the fhowers of April did 1 fhun! 
hae if Beneath the limes that overhang yon feat, 
jel How fweet my ihelter from the fummer fun! 
ix ¢ Or when rude Boreas urg’d the chilling blaft, 
, TF And defolation darken’d all the plain, 
t 


> 


Muling I wander’d o’er the wintry waite, 
And knew my charms more tranfient and more vain: 


¢ For foon again fhall Phoebus’ golden beams 
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Where perfect Juftice fhall my guilt confound, 
Or endlefs Mercy eafe my anxious fear. 
¢ Whene’er the inclement fkies compell’d my ftay 
Within the walls of yon fequefter’d dome, . 
How very fhort appear’d each fullen day, 
While o’er the ftoried page my eyesdid roam! Or’ 


: é) Reftore the meadows to their priftine bloom: 
f ae But not his brighteft, not his warmeft gleams 
if, Can wake my flumbering afhes from the tomb— 
ae « Till the laft trumpet with terrific found 
ve Sue Shall call the trembling culprit to appear, 
< Be 
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« Or when, exchanging books for free difcourfe, 
A Parent’s words inftructed as they pleas’d, 

While to her words her actions gave new force, 
My mind example more than precept rais’d. 


« She taught me humbled goodnefs to revere, 
To cheer the fad, to fuccour the forlorn ; 

Taught me to think bright Virtue only fair, 
And fenfelefs Pride to treat with equal fcorn, 


« Sometimes the Friendly Sifters * too would come, 
Their conduét blamelefs, and their fouls fincere, 
Adding new pleafure to our peaceful home, 
For heaven-born Friendfhip can each fcene endear. 


But now no more Maria glade our eyes, 

No more witly her the verdant fields we tread: 
Med’cine in yain its healing virtue tries; 

Our lov’d Maria’s number’d with the dead! 


Yet, Anna, ceade this unavailing tear, 

Utter no more that deep, heart-rending figh ; 
Maria’s body waftes upon the bier; 

Maria’s purer foul can never die. 


‘ oe s, fhe views you now with tender care, 
She drops a tear of pity to your woe : 
Ah ! then, your fainted Sifter’s quiet fpare, 
Who can no forrow now but Anna’s know. 


« Alas! while I indulge the peafive ftrain, 
Apollo finks into the lap of Night: 

When he illumines next yon weftern plain, 
No more this lawn fhall open to my ve. 


¢ Stay, envious Cynthia, fuffer yet one view 
To-morrow I thefe blifsful meads forfake : 

From her moift veil fhe fhakes the filver dew, 
Deaf to each feeble accent that I {peak. 


‘ Then farewel each regretted, rural fcene, 
Each rifing tree my careful hand has nurs’d? 

Long may your bsanches crown this happy green, 
When thefe frail limbs lie mouldering in the duft !” 


P. 79. © TO CONTENTMENT, 


* Contentment, rofy, dimpled fair, 
Thou brighteft daughter of the tky, 

Why doft thou to the hut repair, 
And from the gilded palace fly? 


* I’ve trac’d thee on the peafant’s cheek ; 
I’ve mark’d thee in the milk-maid’s {mile : 
I’ve heard thee loudly laugh and {peak, 
Amid the fons of Want and Toil. 
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Yet, in the circles of the Great, 
Where Fortune’s gifts are all combin’d, 
I’ve fought thee early, fought thee late, 
And ne’er thy lovely form could find. 
Since then from Wealth and Pomp you flee, 
I ak but Competence and Thee,’ 
The volume is printed with uncommon elegance: and a very bean. 
tiful head of lady Manners, engraved by Con dé, from a painting of 


Coi{w: ay = is pren ixed. 


ART. XIle Marat. A Political Eclogue, in Imitation of the 


Dat lwrs of Virgil, qv2th la r tations, Iuitations, ana Notes, c? ‘tical 
, . > ] > ~ sf | ° } 

and explanatory. 4to. 29 pages. Pricets. = Ridgway. 1793. 

d - , 3 

Treere being fomewhat my ferious 3 in the drift of thefe verfes, 


rather than hazard our own conjecture, we fo give the author’s 
ureument. 

* Rofe and Bureefs, two celebrated direGtors of the minifterial 
journals, and occ: ‘Gonallys given to writing in them, meet and Is. 
ment the death of Marat. The one regrets the mifchtef which 
their caufe may fuitain by his untimely lofs; the other, confo- 
ling himfelf with the memory of the good he has already done 
it, “decrecs him immortal honours.’ 

In filling up this outline, the poet makes pretty free with fe- 
veral great names, both in his text and his notes. Of the turn 
of the writer’s fatire, as well as of the ftrength ¢ his political 
talents, the following lines may afford fome idea. + See 

¢ Far to the wett a Vandal city lies, 

Whence caitiff fcience, whips and banifh’d, flies, 
Where high-church reafon bids a loyal sob 
Preach, pillage, argue, burn, convince and rob; 
There f ame thy altars, there thy fhrine we raife, 
W hile vettal poif ‘fardes guard the facred blaze. 
Thence fmile benignant on our harmle(s fports, 
Nor fcorn the paitimes of anointed courts. 

Firft in their ranks thy civic fons appear, 
Reeves in the van, and Jmpey in the rear ; 

Spies, afhdavits, dungeons, whips, and axes, 
Sure war, fure want, fure death, and furer taxes 
March in their train————’ 


The writer is not very fcrupuloufly exa& in adhering to his 
<laffical model. 


Arr. xt. Lhe Pindaric Difafeer: or the Devil Peter’s bef Dodor. 
ATal. By Paul Pungenr, Efq. 4to. 15 pages. Price 1 
[ No Bookfeller’s Name. ] 


* Do buy the book, it muit be worth a filling.’ 
So favs the author in his motto~-for, after the iaudable example 
of Peter Pindar, this verfifier too makes his owa mottoes; but, 
gentle reader, give him not too hafty credit; for, unlefs thou 
deem of a fhilling more vilely than ‘we, thou wilt think it ill 
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heftowed, only to be told, in dull rhyme, that it chanced to 
Peter to {wallow a fpider, and that 

‘ This fpider has tainted his body and foul, 

And pure thoughts can ne’er flow from a bofom fo foul.’ 


Ant. xiv. Caernarvon Cafile; or the Birth of the Prince of 
Wales: An Opera, in tvo A&s, Firft performed at the Theatre 
Royal, Haymarket, Augufi 12,1793. Dedicated, by Permiffion, to 
His Royal Highnefs the Prince of Wales. 8vo. 39 pae Pr. is 
Lane. 1793- 

A rriFLe in honour of the 12th of auguft, the birth-day of 
the prince of Wales, in which the writer has fomewhat too con- 
fidently prefumed, that loyalty can, even upon the ftage, fupply 
the place of every other kind of merit. 


Art. xv. Democratic Rage; or Louis the Unfortunate. A Tra 
gedy. By William Prefton, Efq. 8vo. 102 pages. Price 1s, éd. 
Miller. 1793. 

Ir is a fad degradation of the honours of the tragic mufe, to 
employ her in raifing or fupporting the temporary ferments of 
party rage. The dreadful cataitrophe which terminated the life 
of Lewis xvi muft have excited horrour in every breatt, not 
hardened by favage ferocity. Perhaps there are few of the true 
friends of liberty, who do not, from motives of policy, as well as 
humanity, regret that combination of impetuous paflions, which 
produced the fatal decree. But the public mind has furely been 
by this time enough excited, we will add érritated, on this occa 
fion. There was little neceifity for the fur‘der flimulant of 
atragedy, exhibiting, with all the heightening which dramatic 
ingenuity, and a genius not deftitute of poetical ardour could 
fupply, the laft fcenes of the life of this unfortunate monarch. 

he piece, it is true, as a literary production, has fome merit ; 
but the author would, in our opinion, have deferved higher praife, 
had his talents been exercifed upon a lefs exceptionable fubject. 

That we may not, however, appear on this account to treat the 
work with undeferved neglect, we fhall not difmifs it without 
making one quotation. We felect part of a fcene in which Ker- 
faint and Sieyes converfe on the political character and ftate of 
the French nation. p. 69. 

* Kerfaint. And what are we, that emulate the Romans ?— 
A tkipping, dancing, diffipated crew, 
With burits of wild ferocious levity. 
* Sieyes. Thy cenfure is unjuft ;—our nation boafts 
Th’ exalted aims and comprehenfive views 
Of mild philofophy, with lib’ral arms, 
Embracing all mankind—the ftatefiman’s {kill 
In council, and in treaty—{cience led, 
From the fequefter’d lamp and barren toils, 
+o wed with commerce in productive union, 
And great inventions, both for peace and war, 
Are their glad progeny. Among the crowd, 
luxury prevail and —s 
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DRAM A. 


Blame a corrupted court, from a ge to age, 


With bafe examples ot unblufhing vice, 
And wild extravagance exh: tuiting art, 
Tainting the pub lic eyes, and public mind 
With grofs pollutions, canft thou wonder then, 
If yet fome itains are found, the foes of freedom, 
With triumph, mark thein, and on treedom charge 
W hat want ot freedom caus’d. 

* Kerf. Affert thyielt.— 
Profound refearch and a commanding foul 
Are thine ; and wilt thou ttoop to practife arts 
That dignify fuch things as Robefpierre ¢ 
KRefift, with firmnefs, the vile populace ; 
Oppofe thy bofom to the roaring torrent. 
Were glorious talents, philofophic views, 
And mild humanity ordain’d to follow 
The guidance of the rabble? 

‘§; reyes. Yet, My friend, 
That guiding rabble is conjoin’d, by fate, 
W ith freedomn’s cauife. 

* ms a tahoe 3 defp’rate is that  caufe, 


The mini iers of luxury, “e iptwe 
Of diffipation join’d with fudden famine ! 

* Sieyes. We may not, all at once, the habits form 
That flow from fleady freedom. It will need 
Experience, time, and, chief, calamity, 

That ftern, but ufeful teacher, to reitrain 

The wild etub’rance and impatient warmth 

Of public mind, intoxicated, now, 

With copious draughts of power; but, we fhall fee 
A britifli fpirit fll the gallic breaft. 

As yet, their liberty, like fumptuous garments 
Giv'n to fome mendicant, reftrains and galls 

Th’ unpractis’d wearer. 

* Kerf. True, the paft oppreflion 
Disfigur’d and embruted human kind; 

y roferibing free refearch, and lib’ral thought, 
And virtuous motive ; binding up the tongue, 
In abject terror; that the featt ot reafon, 

And holy obed oes of mind with mind, 

Were here unknown ; and frivolous delights, 
The dice, the dance, and vague licentious love, 
Were call’d in aid, to banifh rifing thought, 
That told men they were flaves ; and i idle noife 
And mirth diffembled drown’d the hated cry 

Of jcalous defpotifm, refounding ever, 

In tones fevere and hollow, to the fears, 
Freezing the heart’s warm currents as they flow. 
But why fhould Louis expiate the crimes 

Ot tyrants that preceded ?>—We are witnefs, 
He meekly bore -his faculties, and lean’d 
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To wholefoime counfels, zealous to concur 
Jn every project for the public weal. 

¢ Sieyes. 1 know it—but the common herd retain 
A favage mem ry of the palt oppreilions ;— 
Hence their excefles, hence the mournful waite 
Of noble blood.—Ye rulers of mankind, 
© never drive the people to defpair. 
Feed them with hope, and they will much endure ; 
Still teach them to look upward to their king 
For cure of evils ; let them not be taucht 
To right themfelves, and know their dangerous ftrengthy 
A tatal fecret tor the governor, 
And tor the crowd themfelves ; for, that once known, 
birit, they remove their wrongs and grievances, 
They next fecure their rights, but this pertorm’d, 
Good, in itfelf, injurious in the means, 
‘i hey reft not here content, but, flufh’d with conqueft; 
From bond-tlaves, they commence infulting tyrants, 
And ufe their pow’r, with infolence, proportion’d 
To their paft abject ttate.’ 
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Art. xvi. The Truth, Infpiration, Authority, and End of the Scripe 
tures, confidered and defend d, in Eight Sermons, preached before the 
Univerfity of Oxford, in the Year 1793, at the Le@ure founded by the 
late Rev. ‘John Brampton, M. A. Canon . of Salifbury. By James 
Williamfon, B. D. of Queen’s College, Oxford; Prebendary of 
lincoln, and Reétor of Winwick, Northamptonfhire. 8vo. 23g 


Pages. Price 4s. in Boards, Oxford, Cooke, London, Robine ' 


fons. 1793. 
Line upon line and precept upon precept, was furely the motive of the 
founder of this perpetual Bampton leture. Though the bufinefs is 
annually committed to a new hand, yet the tak itfelf is ftill the fame ; 
and the lecturer finds him/felf in a fituation, not unlike that of the 
poet-laureate, who, at the commencement of every year, is obliged to 
give an old fubjeét a new cloathing. ‘The prefent lecturer prudently 
abandons, in hopelefs defpondency, the project of difcovering new 
arguments on the beaten topics prefcribed by the founder’s will; and, 
without at all attempting, as fome of his predeceflors, either by 
themfelves or their deputies, have done, to rantack the old magazines 
of eaftern or weftern lore, in fearch of rufty armour for this periodi- 
cal combat, very prudently contents himfelf with the ordinary wea- 

pons that lie ready at hand, 
After a general introductory difcourfe on the importance of truth, 
in which obvious precepts are given for diftinguifhing truth from er- 
tour, and for guarding againft the arts of fophittry, Mr. W. gives 
‘general fketch of the arguments for the truth of the fcriptures, de- 
ads their infpiration, and eftablifhes their authority as fupreme and 
onalive in all religious queftions. He then treats of the dottrine of 
“Mrs atonement, examining the objections which have been raifed 
Y2 againft 
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308 THEOLOG Y. 


againf this doftrine, adducing the principal authorities from {cripture 

in fupport of it, and pointing out the particular ufes to which it js 
capable of being applied. Ina difcourfe on the nature of chriftian 
faith, a general view is taken of the doétrines of the church of En. 
gland, in comparifon with the tenets of it’s adverfary, in order to de- 
termine which are moft agreeable to the holy feriptures; and the lec- 
tures are clofed by a practical fermon on the neceflity of obedience, 
in which the preacher fhows what effect the profeffion of chriftianity 
ought to have upon our difpofitions, our actions, and our words, , 

tn the fermon on the truth of the fcriptures, Mr. W. makes the 
following reply to objections lately urged by Dr. Edwards againtt 
our Saviour’s prophecy concerning the jews, and the prophets predic- 
tion of the end of the world. pr. 37. 

« And here it feems proper to take notice of an objeCtion* lately urged 
to the prophecy concerning the jews, that our Saviour ‘* decifively fore. 
told, that the generation then exifting fhould not be totally extinguithed, 
till it had weneiled this fecond and glorious appearance in the clouds of 
heaven.” Our Saviour’s propkecy concerning the punifhment of the 
jews, and his fecond coming to judge the world, is partly accomplith- 
ed in the deftruction of Jerufalem and the difperfion of the nation, 
partly we fee it fulfilling before our eyes in the prefent flate of the 
ifraclites, and partly we perceive it not yet fulfilled, as the world full 
continues, though we firmly expect Chrift to be our judge. When we 
fee fo much of this prophecy diftin¢étly and wonderfully fulfilled, and 
have fuch abundant teftimony that Chrift will hereafter come in the 
glory of his Father with his holy angels, we fhould rather think that 
the words, which refpect the time of this event, ought to be untierftood 
in foie other fenfe, which at the laft day will be proved confitent 
with the reft, than that our Saviour and his apottles were either mifta- 
ken themfelves, or taught their followers what they did not know to 
be true. When it is faid in St. Matthew, (xvi. 28,) Verily [fay unto yuu, 
there be frome fianding here, which feall not tafte of death, till they fet 
the Son of Man coming in his kingdom, it does not ‘follow, though this 
fentence be clofely conneéted with the mention of the day of judg- 
ment, that by coming in his. kingdom our Saviour meant to deferibe 
his moft folemn and glorious att of royalty. His kingdom com 
menced at his refurreétion; and he may in a very fit fenfe be faid to be 
feen coming in his kingdom, whenever we fee his power difplayed m 
any fignal act of vengeance upon his enemies, though he is not at that 
time perfonally vifible. ‘The rule here laid down by the author of 
this objection for the interpretation of words is not univerfally 4 
ftri€tly true. “ Whenever,” favs he, (p. 14, 1. 3.) ** the fame word 
is ufed in the fame fentence, or in different fentences not diftant from 
each other, we ought to interpret it precifely in the fame feafe; un- 
lefs etther that fenfe fhould involve a palpable contradiction ot ideas, of 
the writer exprefsly informs us that he repeats the word in a frefh ac- 
ceptation.” Almoft every word has many different meanings, and 1s 
ufed mn each meaning with more or lefs latitude in different paflages. 
Without, therefore, any contradiGtion of ideas or exprefs declaration 
of the writer, we may judge that he ufes the fame word not precifey 
in the fame fenfe, if the fubjeét or the context warrant fuch an inter 
pretation, And asthe word /e is frequently ufed for perceive, per 

a oe 


: 2 Dr. Edwards, ina fermon preached before the univerlity of Cam 
bridge, May 23 17900 pe ig. J. 47.” 
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no bodily appearance is mentioned, we may grant that Chrift did not 
vifibly appear at the deftruction of Jerufalem, without giving up our 
belief in him as a true prophet, or our hopes that he will at the laft 
day be the judge and rewarder of his faithful followers, ‘The fignal 
overthrow of the jewifh kingdom, and the vengeance executed on 
God’s chofen people, are events of fuch importance, as may well be 
defcribed in the boldeit language of prophecy. The ufe, therefore, 
of fuch fublime images, as in their literal fenfe would figure the de- 
ftru¢tion of the world, is not (as this author afferts) ‘‘ to embarrafs 
revelation with perplexities, or to involve it in cimmerian darknefs,’’ 
We have feen the punifhment of the jews for their rejection of Chrift, 
and we are thence cautioned to beware, that there be not found in 
any of usan evil heart of unbelief. As long then as the gates of 
kell cannot prevail for the extin¢tion of chriilianity; fo long we fhall 
expect, that he will in due feafon fulfil his words, and finally triumph 
over all his enemies. For though we now only know in part; yet at 
the laft day we fhall know even as we are known, and fee the truth 
and confiftency of all God’s difpenfations. 

‘* The predictions of the apoftles concerning the end of the world,”’ 
are alfo faid (p. x1, 1. 5.) ** to furnith examples of confiderable 
error.” But it does not appear, that they dvezw the times and the feafons, 
which the Father hath put in bis own powcr; (Atts i. 7.) or that they 
had any authority, chek they preached the gofpel, to define the time 
of the general judgment. An exhortation, therefore, not to be over- 
taken by the fuddennefs of Chrift’s coming ought not to be converted 
into a decifive prediétion, that this event would happen in that very 
generation, ‘lhe epiftles, though directed to the chriftians then 
alive, were intended for the edification of the church to the end of 
the world. Whatever therefore is faid to them, may be underftood to 
be faid to all; and faint Paul’s defcription of the manner of our 
change at the day of judgment may be applied to the chriitians, who 
fhall be then alive. The fame.may be obferved concerning faint Peter’s 
caution (1 Pet. iv. 4.) to be fober, becaufe the end of all things is at 
hand; and faint Paul’s remark to the Hebrews, that they could /e 
the day approaching. (Heb. x. 25.) Saint Paul in his fecond epittle 
warns the theflalonians mot to be troubled, as if the day of Chrif? was very 
near; (2 Theff. ii. 2.) fince that day fhould not come, si// she man of 
fin was revealed, (ii, 3.) And though this expreffion does not pofitively 
afirm, that it was at any confiderable diflance; yet the defcription of 
the man of fin agrees very well with a fyftem of fpiritual corruption, 
how long foever it may continue. St. Peter alio informs us, that 
there feall come in the laft days, feoffers, faying, avhere is the promife of 

is coming ? (2 Pet. iii. 3s 4.) To this he anfwers, beloved, be not igno- 
rant of this one thing, that one day is with the Lord as a thoufand years, 
and a thoufand years as one day. The Lord is not flack concerning his pro- 
mife, as fome men count flacknefs. (iii. 8, g.) We may therefore conclude 
that the coming of our Lord is certain, though it may feem to be de- 
layed ; and though fome parts of hie prediction may be diffcult to be 
explained at prefent, yet we may reft affured that heaven and carth 
foall pa/s away, but his words foall not pafs away. (Matt. XXIV. 2 5-)° 

A curfory notice is taken of fome remarks on infpiration in Mr. 
Belfham’s Effays Philofophical, Hiftorical, and Literary ; and replies are 
made to the objections againit the doctrine of atonement urged by 
&. Prieftley, in his Corruptions of Chriftianity. But we find nothing 
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310 T HEOLOG Y. 


in thefe refutations which will entitle the writer to much applaufe for 
logical or critical acumen. T he d iicourfe sare, in point of ftyle, cor. 
rectly written ; but asa courfe of theological lectures, they are in 
many refpects exceedingly detective. 


Arr. XVIT-e Sermons On VAIO us Sub byeFs, pul Ld; 7 vd at the Requef 
of a Congresation of Protefant Diffenters in Wak fic ld. By 
Willizm Turner. 8vo. 454 pages. Price 6s. in boards, 
shearing 1793- 

- ‘ 


TreEse fermons appe: ar inthe world in con{ fequence of a written 
requeit, figned by the principal meibe rs of the congregation, of 
which the “author had continued miniiter to the feventy-eighth 
year of his age. They may therefore very properly be confi- 
dered as an aged father’s farewel advice to his children. And 
this character perfectly agrees with the general {pirit and turn of 
the difcourfes. They are not dry and abftrufe differtati ns, but 
plain and affectionate prs ay . ddmetss| dictated by an en- 
lightened underitanding and a benevolent heart. So much of 
the ‘ milk of chrittian kindne fs? 1S poured forth through thefe 
difcourfes, as will leave the reader no room to doubt that the au- 
thor has imbibed an uncommon portion of the {fpirit ~of his 
maiter. At the fame time, they are fufficiently enriched with 
found criticifms, jut remarks, and wife counfels, to prove that 
he has been a diligent and liber ‘al inquirer after truth, a judi- 
cious obferver of n ankind, and a well inttructed preceptor in the 
ufeful ference of chrifiian morals. If they be not embeilithed 
with the lait finifhings of an elegant fiyle, they poflefs the fupe- 
riour merit of being written with unaffedied eafe and fimplicity, 
and with all the ardour of a mind intent upon the fingle purpole 
of < loine o cood. 

That fom ething more is to be expe&ted from thefe fermons than 
mere common- place harangues upon general topics, will be feen 
from the following addrefs to young people on the government 
of the tongue. Having urged fome general arguments to ca- 
force the practice of this duty, the author thus procecds. P- 14 

‘ Now, as thefe things are undoubtedly true, you, my young 
fric nds, cannot but jee that it is of the greateit moment to your 
innocence, honour, and happinefs, to endeavour early to acquire 
the eminently laudable and ufeful qualification, of a well-regue 
lated and difereet difcourfe. Be not impatient to give utterance 
to every halt-formed thought in the very moment of conception, 
heft it be ill-timed, mifp] laced, or evil; but, before you peak, 
weigh well the pu: port, quality, and tendency of what you are 

roing to fay, and how it is likely to affect, or to be relithed by, 
thofe who hear you; and confider and examine it afterwards by 
the fame rule. 

Perhaps an adherence to this rule may fometimes keep you 
hientin company: But what then? Your youthgpill be a fuf- 
ficient apology and vindication with all thofe whof@food opinion 
you can reafonably with ; and by that filence you“will, at once, 
contirm the ufeful habit of felf-reftraint, and colle from others 
materials for inoficalive, inflructive, and profitable dif courfe, in 
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future. You can have no reafon to be afhamed of what the 
pfalmitt refolved on for himielf, ** to keep the mouth as with a 
bridle ;?? nor of what the apatile efleemed a high perfection, 
* not to offend with the tongue.’ Say not that fuch referve 

will fubject you to the reproach of dullnefs, and a want of fenfe 
or {pirit; tor, on the contrary, by an appearance of refpectful 
attention to others, and by a thoufand namelefs modes of ex- 
preflion in the eye, countenance, and geftures, correfponding® to 
what you hear, you may manifeft a fine underftanding and ttrong 
fenfibilities, much better than by everlafting prattle ; and a few 
juit remarks, briefly expretied, and dropped’ with diffidence, will 
gain you credit with all about you, for more good fenfe and vi- 

yacity, than perhaps you are owners of. How ever, a reputation 
for {prightlinefs and tancy is always ill purchafed by the fore 
feiture of prudence or gaod-nature ; ; by offending any ear, or 
wounding any heart ; and you mutt be uncommonly ‘fortunate 
indeed, if, in the unguarded volubility of the tonzue, you do 
not ftamble on one or the other. 

‘ Probably you may have been told, that politenefs forbids fuch 
reftraint and referve ; that the laws of good- -breeding indifpenfably 
require from every one toexert themfe Ives, to keep up the vivacity 
and good-humour of the company. But, if this be meant as a 
vindication of the common fort ot talkativenefs, it muft certainly 
be a wrong rule, or much mifapplied. For it is not pothble that 
any thing can be really polite, that is not both elegant in itfelf, 
and pleating in its effets: but what can be more ridiculous or 
difguiiing, “than a perpetual rattle of unmeaning infipidities ? 
Than to have one’s attention kept in continual waiting on achims 
ot fafhionable words and phrafes, wretchedly mifapplied, and 
meaning nothing ? No wonder that we often find fuch companies, 
at breaking up, heartily tired of, and difpleafed with, each other, 
as their farcaitical remarks afterw ards futhciently manifeft. And 
can this be politenefs ? 

‘ But, you will fay, mof fafhionable people, and even the 
great, practife it.—It may be fombut, alas! moft fafhionable 
people, and many of the great, have been wretchedly ill- bred, 
and remain utter ftrangers to true politenefs, both in theory and 
practice. It is not the condition of the people that makes their 
manners polite; but the propriety of their manners that makes 
the people polite. Do not then, even in matters of politenefs and 
good-breeding, yield implicit faith and fubmiflion to mere autho- 
rity of example ; but judge for yourfelves of what is trueft and 
beit. Inftead of engrofling a large fhare of converfation to your- 
felves, true politenefs requires you to endeavour, by modeft en- 
quiries, to draw out others into difcourfe; efpecially on fuch 
topics as you have reafon to believe are moft agreeable to them, 
pr which they underftand bef, and can difplay their.own talents 
mott happily upon ; and thes to yield them a refpectful atten- 
tion. This, my young friends, you will always find, both moft 
profitable to yourfelves, and walk chivas to others ; and confe- 
quently moft confonant to good fenfe and true politenefs, 
°"y 4 - Ley 











































Se en ae 


TL ETE ti LAN NS 8 NBN Ce I 


gw 0s - 
i aa lie ae el le ee 
























hi, 

bin. . 

Be 

BO oe Og 
“ee 


nn S. 


ese 2 


Se wy ® 
ui ag Rin 


THEOLOG Y¥Y. 


312 

‘ Let not the wrong examples of too many of your elders bes 
tray you into an imagination, that what one lets fall in commog 
converfation, is of no fignificance. For if it be merely infigni- 
ficant, it is furely unworthy of rational creatures to utter, and an 
abufe of the attention and time of thofe to whom it is addreffed: 
bat it is far from being infignificant to you; it is attended with 
many important confequences. All about you will take from it 
their opinion of your head and heart. If what you carelefsly let 
fail be only unmeaning impertinence and nonfenfe, they will de- 
{pife you as of weak and unfurnifhed underftanding ; but if it be 
licentious drollery, wanton buffoonery, or fpitefu! farcafm, thou 
you perhaps may mean only to difplay your wit and fpirt, 
and to create a laugh, others will conclude, and juftly, that, 
betides a weak head, you have alfo a corrupt and depraved heart, 
Thus, by the licentious fallies of an unreftrained tongue, do 
many young perlons bring blemifhes on their own reputations that 
can never atterwards be removed. So neceflary is it to keep the 
tongue both trom what proceeds from evil in you, and from what 
may éring evil on you. 

* And turely with no lefs caution fhould it be kept from what- 
ever miv produ ¢ evil to others. Be careful therefore to refrain 
from all evii-/peaking, detraction, and cenforioufnefs. With re- 
gard to characters, either treat them with tendernefs, or treat 
not ot rhem at all. They are of a delicate texture, and of un- 
fpeakable value ; handle them therefore as you would the finek 
and riche! tabrics of the loom: difplay their beauties as much 
as you pleafe; but conceal their imperfections, if you obferve 
any; and, if you can, repair, or at leaft excufe, their deteds, 
when noticed by others. ‘Tis wantonnefs to fully them; "tis 
cruelty to tear out a rent. In fhort, whenever repuetions are 
concerned, recollect and follow that golden rule—Do as you 
would be do'e unto; fpeak, as you would be fpoken of, in & 
hke cafe. Thus fhould you, as the pfalmift advifes, keep your 
tongues trom evil.’ 

The fubjects of the difcourfes in this volume are as follow: 
The importance of good principles to the young—Careful attention to 
the Word of God recommended to youth, as the bef fecurity avainft 
moral pollution— Pharaoh's quefiion to Jacob improved ; or, the wif 
dom of attention ta the progrefs of life—A careful attention to the 
faithful and diligent difcharge of each man’s proper duty and office 
recommended——The end af the wicked—The hope of the righteous—The 
proper enjoyment of profperity—The intention of Providence in the 
wicifitudes of the prefent fiate—The gofpel preached to the Poor-—The 
good Samaritan—Ufeful refeclions on the hiftory of the rich young 
man—Infiances of our Lord’s filial behaviour to bis parents. 


Art. xvir1r. 4 Sermon, preached ia the Pari/h Church of St. Ne 
cholas, in the City of Worcefter, on Sunday, the fifth of Auguf, 
1792, for the Bencfit of the Severn Humane Society, inftituted for 
the Recovery of Perfons apparently dead. By the Rev. Robert 
Lucas, 3.p. To which is added, an Account of the Pro- 
ceedings of this Society to this Time. 8vo. 24 pa. Pre tS 
Worcefter, Tymbs ; London, Evans. 1793. : 
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A pEstGN, upon which the ftamp of benevolence is fo Rrongly 
fmprefled, as that of the fociety initituted for the recovery of 
pertons apparently drowned, ought, by all poflible means, to be 
recommended to the attention of the public. The ingenious. 
fermon now before us gives a very jutt and lively reprefentation 
of the happy effects, which are to be expected from charities of 
this kind. Among other confiderations, itis very judicioutly re- 
marked, that the probability of reftoration is not confined to the 
operations performed on apparently dead bodies dragged from the 
water, but that the fame means may prove equally efficacious in 
many cafes of convulions, apoplexies, ttrangulation, and fuffo- 
cation. Notwithttanding the total difappearance, in thefe cafes, 
of allche phenomena of life, it is remarked, there may ftill re- 
main fome portion of the vital principle which, by  fkilful 
management, may be again invigorated. ‘This fubject certainly de- 
ferves ilill further inveftigation ; and fome of the papers annexed 
to this fermon may be of ule to thofe who are inclined to make 
it. ‘Thefe are, an account of the perfons reftored to life in the 
counties of Gloucefter and Worcefter— Directions for the reco 
very of perfons apparently dead—Hunter’s remarks upon re- 
fufcitation—Plan of the Severn Humane Society—And a lift of 
the directors. 


Art. xtx. 4 Sermon preached at Knarefoorough, for the Benefit of 
the Sunday Schools, Fune 29,1793. By Samuel Clapham, m. a., 
Vicar of Bingley. Publifhed by Requeft. For the Benefit of 
theCharity. gto. is pas Pr.is. Leeds, Binns ; London, 
Johnfon. 1793. 


Tue excellent tendency of funday fchools, and the happy 
effect already produced by them, are in this fermon defcribed in 
language, in which are very happily united the chara@ters of ele- 
gance and animation. The writer appears to have been warmly in- 
terefted in his fubje&t, and we can give him credit when he fays, 
‘my fole objeét was to appeal to the confcience and to the 
bofom of each individual hearer; in making that appeal, I fpoke 
only what I felt, and I fpoke plainly becaule I felt fincerely.’ 


Art.xx. A Difcourfe delivered to the Clergy of the Deaneries of 
Richmond, Catterick, and Boroughbridge, within the Diocefe of 
Chefler, at the Vifitations held June 20, and Fune 25, 1793, and 
publifbed at their Requefi. By Thomas Zouch, A. M., Chaplain 
to the Right Hon. the Matter of the Rolls, and Rector of 
Scrayingham, Yorkfhire. 4to. 16 pages. Price 6d. York, 
Wilfon and Co. ; London, Robinfons. 1793. 


Tue fill fmall voice of moderation is feldom heard amidtt the 
noife and violence of contending parties—Otherwife, it might be 
hoped, that the excellent advice contained in this difcourfe would 
be of fome ufe in correcting that acrimony with which religious 
controverfy has of late, on all fides, been conducted. The candid 
author laments that fo many theological queftions have of late 
been difcuffed with blameabie harfhnefs of language; and pro- 
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mifes himfelf, that the experience of the unprofitablenefs, ang 
the mifchievous effects of theological difputation, will ere lop 
produce a general difinclination to it. * I cannot [fays he] for. 
bear to anticipate betterthings; I cannot but intimate my hopes, 
that the time is approaching, when as our venerable Hooker has 
exprefied himfelf, ** a few words fpoken with meeknefs and hu. 
mility and love, will be more acceptable than volumes of con- 
troverfies, which comm«< nly deitroy charity, the very beft part 
of the true religion.’? Nothing could fo cftectually hatten this 


detirable event, as the abolition of thofe invidious diftin@ions in 
tavour of particular tenets and forms of relivion, which unavoid- 
ably produce, on the onc > fide, artificial zeal in their detence, and 


On the other, a vehement {pirit ot Oppoution. 


Arr. xx1t. 4 Sermon preached at Chumleizgh, May 7, 1793. At the 
Viftation ef the Rev. the Archdeacon ‘é Barnfiapl ° SV 
fames Parkin, a.m. Rector of Oakfor 4tO. 24 pages. 
Price 1s. Law. 1793. £ 
[x this fermon, fome general 0 rv. itions are made on the great 

benefits which have accrued to mankind trom the introdudtios ot 


the chriftian religion, and of the chriftian minifiry ; and on the im- 
portance of fu pager dD a recular order of clergy, for the purpofe 
of preventing a apte into ignorance, vice, and barbarifm; 
whence it 1s tite; at Gp that the clerical body ought not to be 
contidered as 2 burden to the community. ‘At the fame time, 
however, it is remarked, that thofe, who are devoted to this of- 
fice, ought to be itrictly confcientious mm the difcharge of their 
duty ; and they are ex horted to make the moral improvement of 
their hearers the principal object of their labour ; to pertorm the 
public offices of devotion with unaffected folemnity ; ; and to be 
particularly attentive to the initruction of young perfons. The 

{ermon is well written, and contains feveral hints particularly 

deferving fee attention of the younger clergy. 

Arr. xxit. A Sermon preached at a general Ordination held in the 
Cathedral Church of Here} ord, On Trini ty Sunday, 1793- By 
Adam John Walker, a. 8. Vic: ir Choral. Publifhed at the 
Requeit of the Lord Bifhop of Hereford. 4to. 20 pages 
Vrice 1s. Hereford, Walker; London, Robfon. 1793. 
THe gencra il topic, of the importance of cultivating religious 

principles and habits, or exercifing ourfelves unto godlinefs, is in 

this difcou rie handled, at confiderable length, with much energy 
and animation.. The preache r does not (as fome zealous prelates 
have inftructed their clergy to do) feparate morality from reli- 
ion, and fet them at variance; he confiders them as, in truth, 
ne and the fame. p. 16. 
¢‘ When it is fa id that religion or piety fhould be the act of our 
lives, the obfervation is fuch as to ftartle fome, and be mifunder- 
flor d by others: as tf an impoflibility were enjoined as a point 
or ol blig: ition; or at leaft, a life of monattic ab ftrafednets, in- 
vatible with the relationg and duties of fociety, But in fay 
an 
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and rational inftruction, nothing is intended which can bear fuch 
an import. We {pei ak only of religion as men, who are attentive 
the force and importance of the terms, {pe: ak of virtue or mo-* 
: man is not denominated virtuous, or a character confi- 


{to Last aired 
rality. 
fered as morally good, but for fuch conduct as demonitrates 


Stee and mor ality to be the governing principles of his life and 
actions. nd religion, or piety, which is morality complete, 
entire, and perfect, cannot poffibly admit of being otherwife con- 
jdered. But how far is this from excluding the relative and fo- 
cial duties ? Being parts of morality, they are effentially fo of 
relicien: Which expects of us, that 4e avho loves God, love his 
mg 
b 


ART. KNIT A Difeourfe addreffid to the Congregation at the 


Chapel in F.ffex § treet, Strand, on refigning the Paf: ‘oral Off ice among 
them. By Theop hilus Lindfey, m.a. S8vo. 52 pa. Pr. Gd. 
Johnfon. "92. 


Wits this difcourfe Mr. L. terminates his ftated clerical la- 
bours, and withdraws from public duty, § to meet the unavoidable 
infirmities of nature in a private ftation.’ From the manner in 
which it is drawn up, it appears that he retreats in the full pof- 
fefion of his faculties ; and no impartial perfon, who compares 
the fentiments and fpirit of this difcourfe with the author’s former 
writings, and with his public character and conduct, will doubt, 
that he retreats with the dignity of an honeit man, and of an 
able and faithful fervant of the public —ot one who has given 
unequivocal and fingular proots of integrity, and who has “with 
great firmnefs and perfeverance, but at the fame time with great 
coolnefs and diferetion, endeavoured to enlighten the world ona 
point, which he has judged to be of high importance to the in- 
tereits of religion in general, and of chriftianity in particular. 
The rettoration of the ‘worthip of God to it’s original purity, by 
eftablifhing the doctrine of the fimple unity of the divine nature, 
which has been the principal object of Mr. L.’s former labours, 
is the leading topic of this difcourfe. A brief review is taken of 
the corruptions in doétrine and worfhip, which, in the author's 
opinion, have been introduced into the chriflian church refpect- 
ing the divine nature, and of che fteps which have been taken 
for their removal. Thefe corruptions are reprefented to have 
been the principal obftacle to the progrefs of the gofpel, and one 
chief caufe of the prevalence of infidelity and atheifm, Hence 
is inferred the propriety and neceflity of forming feparate fo- 
cieties for the fimple worfhip of one God. At the fame time due 
care is taken to inculcate perfect candour and liberality towards | 
chriftians of different perfuafions. The fymptoms of an into- 
lerant {fpirit, which have lately appeared, are thus lamented : 

. 36. * We had hope of this intolerant fpirit being diminithed, 
and in a way to be extinguifhed in our own country, 7tll within 
thefe two or three years paft, it broke out all at once, to the 
great terror of a large diftriét, and the irreparable lofs and injury 
of many excellent perions, pre valuable citizens, of one much 


injured, and unjuftly calumniated great name mott particularly. 
The 
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* The evil alfo fpread itfelf to other parts of the kingdom 
and has yet by.no means fublided. ” oe 

* The late learned and refpectable bifhop Lowth, ina jully 
admired difcourie on our prefent fubject, after having mentioned 
the mifchiefs and miferies produced by the difputes and quarrels 
of chriflians with one another, and the hindrance thereby put to 
the progrefs of the gofpel, makes the following remark : 

** But thanks be to God, we feem at prefent to have a better 
profpect before us; whatever other reafons we may have to com- 
plain of our own age, yet it muft be allowed thar a {prrit of 
true chrijian charity, and benevolence, and moderation, hath 
of late prevailed arnong us, beyond the example of former times, 
A more hberal and generous way of thinking and acting, with 
regard to thofe that differ from us, is every day gaining ground, 
and hath already had viiuble effects in allaying former animolities 
and jealoufics, and feems making way for reconcilement and 
unity. The different fects of proteftants feem to have loft much 
of that bitternefs and diftaite which hath fo long unreafonably 
reigned between them, and to be every day drawing nearer to one 
another.” — Low9+h’s Sermen at the Vifttation of the Bifbop of Dur- 
bam, July 27, 1758. 

* One cannot but be concerned, that in the fpace of fo very 
few years, this pleafing picture fhould be fo much reverfed, and 
thefe promifing tokens of an approaching cordiaiity and union 
among the diffcring fects of chriftians feem to vanifh quite away. 
It would be no difficult tafk, however, to point out fome of the 
eawfes which have been operating infenfibly for fome late years, 
and have changed the milder difpofitions of many of the clergy 
and laity of all ranks, towards diffenters, and excited that mot 
violent antipathy againft them, which at this moment {hews it 
felf in the manners of fome, and the language of moft. 

‘ But notwithftanding thefe facts, I fatter my felf that this hofiile 
barbarous temper js by no means generally prevalent ; and that om 
the contrary, there isa fpirit of candour and gentle forbearance of 
all feéts and perfuafions towards'each other gone forth, which 1s 
f{preading itfelf filently through the nation, and which has beea 
much owing to the difcuffions of the great queftions concerning 
religious liberty, and the genuine temper of the gofpel, which 
have been made for half a century paft, and to the fight and 
knowledge and jutt principles, which have thereby. been difle- 
minated.’ 

Though Mr. L. has retired from the public as a preacher, we 
fhali fiill hope for further occafions of exprefling our refpect for 
him as a writer. 


Art. xxiv. The Reciprocal Duty of a Chriftian Miniffer and a Chri- 
tian Congregation. A Sermon, preached in the Unitarian Chapel, ™ 
Efex-Street, London, Sunday, July 21, 1793, on unde rtaking the 
Paftoral Office in that Place. By John Difney, D. Dd. F.S- 4+ Sv» 
16 pages. Price 6d. Johnfon. 1793. 


Tus difcourfe contains a fhort and general, but very judicious 


fiarcment of the grounds and extent of chriitian liberty, and of the 
obligation 
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ehlications, arifing thence, upon chriftian minifters and people in their 
reciprocal relations. It is written in the fame dignified fimplicity of 
ivie, and with that open integrity of fpirit, which have marked the 
guthor’s preceding publications. 


Agr. xxv. The Temporal and Spiritual Advantages of Righteoufuefs, 
confideréd, in @ Sermon, preached at the Affixes at Stafford, on the 
1 Da; of Augnft, 1793» before the Right Hon. the Lerd Chief Tuf- 
rice Kenyon, and Sir Nafb Grofe. By J.D. Nicklin, mM. a. Vicar 
of Pattingham. Publifhed at the Requeft of the High Sheriff and 
Grand Jury. 4to. 25 pages. Price 1s. Stafford, Morgan; 
London, Longman. 1793. 

Tue general topic, expreffed in the title of this fermon, is treated 

‘in a practical way ; without any laboured attempt, indeed, either at 

novelty of fentiment, or brilliancy of dtyle ; but with plain good fenfe, 

and in a {train very well calculated to leave an impreffion upon a po- 
salar audience in tavour of virtuous manners in private life, and peace- 
able fubmiffion to law in civil community. 


Art. xxvi. Conufel from Heaven to God’s People, in a Time of public 
Danger or Calamity. A Sermon, by W. More, Minitter ot Glafs- 
houfe-vard Meeting, Alderfgate-ftreet. 8vo. 38 pages. Price 6d. 
Mathews. 1793. 

Tue € ceunfel from heaven,’ which this preacher delivers to « God’s 
people,’ whom, by the way, he finds chiefly among the middle clafs, 
is to hide themfelves from public calamity by retiring to their clofets 
for the purpofes of devotion; and with refpect to politics, ‘ not to 
meddle with them further than they abfolutely needs muft.’—If all 
good men were to follow this doé¢trine of pious quietifm, how would 
the world be detended againft the fraud of knaves, and the oppreflion 
of tyrants f’ 


Art. xxvii. 4 Sermon en Suicide. SBvo. 15 pages. Price 6d. 
Booley. 1793- 

Or this very fhort difgourfe, which confifts only of feven ordinary 
pages, the rett being filled up with the title, dedication, and pretace, 
uw is enough to fay, that it is nothing more than a fimple echo of the 
command, ‘‘ do thyfelf no harm.” 


Art. xxvitt. The Wifdom of our Modern Diffenters, analyzed in the 
Crucible of Reafon, by a Chemical Member of the Church of England. 
dn a Sermon occafioned by the late Proclamation: Nv ith a Prefatory Ad- 
drefs to the Right Reverend Samuel, Lord Bifbop of St. David's. 80. 
24 pages. Price 1s. Evetham, printed; London, Longman. 
i792. 

From this title page we gain a piece of information entirely new ; 
that the church of England has, among her fons, a clafs of chemical 
members ; and the circumftance enables us to account for the ftrange 
inconfiftency which we obferve between the fpirit of this difcourfe and 
that which we have always underitood to be the diftinguifhmig charac- 
tesiltic of a chriftian minifter. This preacher has been too bufy 
among 































inideetiie +. ee 


SRN. gy ge 



















ee 
aes 
- 
t 
* 
te + 
*. ‘ ‘a 
“ee ee 
3 : ' 
4 
taal 
#24 
. 3 
‘Fi 
q 
et te 
y é 
4 
- 
; : 
eed : ‘ 
14 
59 
4 « 
té ed 
i 
ba ‘ 
2 





318° THEOLOGY. 


among his cracibles, to fpend much time in the ftudy of his bible. 
otherwife he could not but have known, that the benevolent dottrine 
of chriftianity forbids * railing aceufations.’ However, we are olad 
to obferve, that he has too much modefty to prefix his name to a for. 
mon, whichis throughout a grofs libel upon a refpectable body of 
men. 

Art. xxtx. 4m Effay to countera& and Jpiritualize French mod. rm 
k:tical Principle s in order to render them harmlefs to the human Mi na 
io — dimeftic, civil, an: d religious State. Occaftoned by Letters fib 

. Dr. TFofeph Prieftiey, to the Philofo} phers and Politic ians of "vance, 

ont hs Subject of Relizion. Intermixed with Reflections an the Corrit. 
} of Chrifiianity, a d Proofs that the Di&rines of the Bleffed ~ pe # 
and vicartous Suffirings of Chrif, are no Part or ibe Corruption ; that 
i refi Corruptions do not pra ad 5 er th bhi bliin nent of the Coriftian 
Religion itjelf; but from ihe v4 thereof by the Papis fince the sth, 


i 


by ihe Decree. of the Coun Tren it fince the 16th Centuries, and 
efpecially by the Decifion of a e States General of Fravce, fice ihe Bee 
ginning of th Reigu of Lewis x11 in the Year 1614, avhen both the 
Soft) t ihe kK: . Perya » and the Sovereignty of the State was voted 
to be in the Power of the Church and the P ape. Prowvea { from facred and 
profane HHif? ry, and ef pe ‘ally from a Letter of James I. King of Enge 


laid. By the ihey. C. KF. Triebner, Minitter of a German Luzhe- 
ran Congregation at Little St. Helen’ s. 8vo. 123 pages. Price 
3S. Parfons. 
From the long preamble given in this title page, eur readers may 
hat the writer is an enemy to popery, to republicanifim, and to 
matte iianifm ; but if they with to know what he means by {pirituali- 
ng French modern political principles, they muft have recourfe to 
et effay it felt ; and after all, unlefs they be more fortunate than we 
have been, in de epynereng | his meaning, they will be left j in the d ake 
He comments largely upon the book ot Recchtien. and every where 
meets with the pope, and the Romifh hierarchy, 


— 
Qs 
“4 
—_ 


Art. xxx. Dedicated to the Candid and Pious ery Denomination. 
Quot * from Dr. Newton's Difirtation on de ‘Pr ophecies, which 


have re precet o4 CM fulf led, and at this Time are fui filling in the 
World. with fome humble Remarks re/peciing the latter Days ; 3 Or, the 
— ach of the expected Millennium ; : /uppo Df “d to commence at the Ex- 
piration of Six T hor; nud Years + from 1 the Creation of the Earth. And 
Obfervations on the “R weft of the Pri os, &e. By Mrs. Alice Wil- 
liams, late Mifs Witts. vo. 76 pages. Price 2s. 6d. [no buok- 
feller’s name | 17 
Tuese fheets are nearly filled with quotations from Dr. New- 
ton on the prophecies, w ith which we have no further concern, than 
to obferve, that they can be read with very little advantage in the 
et: ued form in which they are here prefented to the public. As 
> few remarks, which this good lady has opm e they are too 

fee! ble and defultory | to do more, than convince the reader of her piety 
and her Joyalty, 
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Ret. xxxt. An Effay on the Natural Equality of Men, on the Rights 
shat refult from it, and ou the Duties which it impofes: To which 
“ Silver Medal was adjudged by the Teylerian Sox rety at Haarlem, 
April 1792 Correcicd aud enlarged. By William Lawrence 
Brown, p. p. Profeilor of Moral Philofophy, and the Law 
ot Nature, and of Ecclefiaftical Hiftorv: and Miniter of the 
Enelifa Church at Utrecht. 8vo. 272 Pages. Price 3s. 6d. 

Duncan. 

InpDEPENDENTLY Of the honourable difin&ion which has been 
conferred upon this effay by the Tevlcrian Society, it will nor 
fail to attract public attention from the tnterefling nature of the 
{ubiect on which it treats. The natural equality of man, rightly 
underitood, is, as the author julily obierves, the only bafis upon 
which juflice, order, and freedom can be firmly built and perma- 
nently fecured. How far the ideas here furgetied may ferve to 
cat new light upon the fubject, and contribute towards allaying 
the ferment with which the minds of men are at prefent agitated, it 
is our butineis to enable our readers to form fome judgment, by 
lasine before them a brief analytical view of the folutions which 
Dr. Brown has given of the three interefling queftions here dif- 
culled. 

Quetiion I. dx what fenfe may all men be faid to be equal? 
Notwithiianding all that has been afferted concerning a ttate of 
nature, in which man was a folitary animal, actuated by mere 
hytical initinct, there is ne proof that he ever exifted in fuch a 
tare; if he had, he could never have emerged from it. How- 
ever uniform the human fpecies may be in general, an endlefs 
diverfity of ability and talent obtains among individuals, arifing 
partly from nature, and partly from adventitious circumftances. 
Hence neceffarily arifes a natural inequality, and one man is nas 
turally entitled to more refpect, and acquires more influence and 
power than another. Thele unequivocal diftinctions are vari- 
oufly diitributed among mankind. If an individual poflefs fome 
ot thefe in an eminent degree, he is neceilarily deficient inothers. 
Hence arife among men mutual dependence and mutual obliga- 
tion. And this zxeqguality of talents produces a perfect equality of 
moral and focial obligation. The union of all being mccoy 
to the welfare of each, that order and fubordination muft be in- 
troduced, by which each member of the community may have 
his proper tafk and ftation allotted him. The perfection of the 
focial ttate can only be attained by that reciprocal a¢tion of ta~- 
lents, which takes place in a ftate of regulated fubordination, 
This is doubtlefs the fizal caufe of the variety of human talents, 
and is to be regarded as a proof of the wifdom and goodnefs of 
the Creator. 

In fociety, dependence and obligation are reciprocal, and every 
honeft flation of life is equally honourable. Pride and tyranny, 
by deftroying the qualities which refult from mutual obligation, 
fap the foundations of civil union. From an equality of wants, 
with a diverfity of means of fupplying them, arifes an’ oO 
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of obligations, with different modes of difcharging them. This 
is an equality which degrades none but the tyrant, the ruffig 
the thict, the voluptuary, and the fluggard; and exalts all, but 
thefe, to the ennobling dignity of cohfituent members of the grand 
community of mankind, and of tellow-iabourers with God, in 
advancing the felicity of his moral ang inteilec'ual creation, Equa- 
lity among mankind further ariles trom their being endowed 
with the fame frame of body, and general conititution of mind; 
from their being equally expoted to viciihtudes and death; and 
from their being equally capable of virtue, and within the reach 
of the pureit fources of happinefs. 

Quefiion I]. What are the rights refulting from the natural equa. 
lity of men? In morals, that is denominated right, which has 
a tendency to promote general happinefs, or particular, when it 
is not repugnant to more general good. To every natural defire 
and propeniity of the heart there feems annexed a certain feeling 
of a right to it’s indulgence. Reafon, recolle ing the paft, and 
anticipating the future, eitablifhes fuch rules of action and enjoy- 
ment, as unite the perfection and happinets ot the individual with 
the general intereit of the fpecies, and converts the harmonious 
movements of the whole focial body into the moft efficacious 
means of promoting the happinefs of all it’s members, of whatever 
rank or degree. ‘The moral faculty furveying fuch a beautiful 
and falutary arrangement, fanctions it with it’s approbation, 
and decrees, that every human being is bound to aét, and to enjoy 
in conformity to the principles of this fyftem. The various re- 
lations and circumftances of men being confidered and defined, 
general maxims are formed, which are denominated the /aws 
of nature. As the human conftitution is the work of the fupreme 
Creator, whatever is, by juit inference, deducible from this 
conftitution, as a rule of conduct to man, is as juftly held to be 
a divine law, as if the omnipotent legiflator had proclaimed it 
with the moft audible voice. From thefe general laws, various 
rights are deduced, competent to men, whether as inherent in theif 
common nature, or as belonging to thofe peculiar relations, 
whieh they are placed by the neceilary arrangements of fociety. 

Hence it is evident, that there are certain zatural, original, and 
inherent rights of human nature, which cannot be infringed with- 
out overturning the foundations of human fociety. Every hu- 
man being is a conftituent member of the focial body, and, 
while he diicharges the duties incident to his peculiar capacity, 
is entitled, equally with every other, to the grand prerogatives fo 
human nature, which civil fociety is intended to maintain and im¢ 
prove. He is as neceflary as the moft diiinguifhed of mankind, 
to the general perfection and felicity, and he contributes to tt 
that portion, which his abilities enable him to furnith. The 
rights, therefore, which are indifpenfably neceflary to the pre 
fervation and happinefs of each individual, in whatever rank 
or fituation he may be placed, muft equally belong to all, an 





“an never fuffer the fmaileft diminution from any claims or pre 


rogatives attached to the diitinctions of fortune, of rank, or of t@ 
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erfect right to life, and to the integrity of his body; to the full 
fruits of his own honeft ingenuity and labour; to a fair and ho- 
neft character ; to liberty, or a power of acting in whatever man- 
ner he pleafes, provided he offers no injury to others, and vio- 
lates no law enacted by the.public authority of the civil fociety 
to which he belongs; rights of liberty including perfonal liberty, 
liberty of action, liberty of confcience, and liberty of communi- 
cation of fentiment. The neceflity of limiting treedom within 
the bounds here fpecified is evident; for though, in a free ftate, 
no member confidered as fuch is fubjeét to another, every mem- 
ber is fubjet to the whole in it’s collective capacity, and to thofe 
common laws, which are inftituted by the delegated authority for 
the prefervation and welfare of the fyitem. It is the intereft of 
governments to preferve inviolate the right of liberty ; for every 
invafion of it, whether in the form of defpotifm or anarchy, 
hattens the deftruction of the power that is exercifed in contempt 
and defiance of juftice. Befide the ordinary and univerfal rights 
of human nature, there are others, peculiar to certain ftations 
and abilities. Thofe who are invefted with offices are in their 
public capacities entitled to obedience. Where honours and pri- 
vileges are conferred as an encouragement of merit, they are 
held by a right founded on public utility. Riches confer a title 
to contideration and influence, proportioned to the capacity they 
afford of being ufeful to the public. ‘The inferiour ranks have a 
right to demand, that delegated power, and public honours, be di- 
rected folely to the benefit of the community. And all have an 
equal, though imperfeét, right to offices of humanity. Civil fo- 
@ety annihilates not the natural rights of men, but fences, fecures, 
and improves them. ‘That government is the beft, in which all 
the inherent rights of human nature are inviolably fecured, le- 
gal authority is maintained, and reftricted to it’s objects, the power 
of the {tate is employed to promote the general happinefs, and 
inequality itfelf tends to preferve eqyality of law, and parity of ob- 
ligation among all the members of the community. 

Queftion Thi. What are the duties refulting from the equality 
of mankind ?—Civil focieties b ing conftituted for the prefervation 
of the primitive rights of ’ aman nature, all men are equally 


bound to refpeét them. WN rights derived folely from political 


inilitutions ought to come into. competition with the rights of 
nature. The infelicities of fociety drife from different infractions 
of the latter. Divertity of ranks being neceffary in fociety for 
the good of the whole, it is equally the intereft and the duty of 
all who are placed in the inferiour ranks of life to fubmit cheartully 
to the inconveniences neceflarily attending this diverfity, and to 
difcharge with afiduity the humble offices of their ftation. Per- 
fons in thefe flations are not indeed to be precluded ftom attempt- 
ing to improve their conditjon; but fuch attempts are laudable 
only while they do not enepgach on the natural or acquired rights 
a others, interfere with the duties of their ftation, or diminifh 
their public ufefulnefs. , Thofe who are placed in higher life, and 
endued with diftinguifhed abilities, are bound to employ thems 
isives with proportionable a¢tivity for the general good; to mains 
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tain juftice, order, and peace in fociety; to relie®e diftrefs, encou- 
rage induttry,and reward merit; and toenlighten, humanize, and 
improve mankind. In fine, the principle of equality requires, 
not only that all men fhould religtoutly regard the rights of 
others, but fhould exert themfelves, to the utmoft of their ability 
for the common welfare. : 

It will be eafily perceived from the preceding fketch, that the 
writer of this eflay poffeffes enlarged views, and a liberal {pirit; 
and that his dottrine of equal right, grounded on the idea of 
mutual dependance and general utility, followed to it’s utmoft ex- 
tent, would not fail to produce the renovation of the human {pes 
cies, and the eftablifhment of univerfal order and happinefs. The 
picce is written in a clear method, and a perfpicuous and ani- 
mated ityle; and the author very happily embellithes folid argu. 
ment by eloquent amplification. 





P 
*. 


Arr. xxx11. Thoughts on Liberty and Ejuality. By Sir Laurence 
Parfons, Baronet. 8vo. 65 pages. Price 1s. 6d. Stockdale, 
1793- 

In the political conteft which is at prefent agitating the world, the 
ee, great queftion is, whether the general body of the people, poor as well 
he as rich, ought to determine the form of their government, and choofe 
et Sea their governors; or whether all political power ought to be in the 

Pedic F ae hands of the rich. ‘The author of thefe Thoughts is decidedly in 

Bee ct it favour of the latter plan; and upon this general ground, that the 

re great end of government is the fecurity of property. ‘The poor man’s 

fi4s. 4 right to political power, he maintains, has been forfeited by his own, 
| or his anceflors imprudence or indolence, and can only be regained 
by the acquifition of property. Becaufe in fociety the majority has no 

: right over the minority but by compatt, he concludes that the majo- 

Wiehe: «By rity have no right, when a government is efiablifhed, to diffolve that 
hee government againft the fenfe of the minority. Some juft, but with 

eft ta refpe&t to the general queftion of political liberty irrelevant, obferva- 

Me tions are made to prove, that, for the fecurity of property, it is de 

Pp firable that a good conftitution fhould be permanent; that inequality 

of condition ts neceflary in foctety; that men in fociety require coet- 
ae cion and reftraint; with other fimilar pofitions, which few will be 

Me? iaclined to difpute. At the fame time the author afferts, what no one 

' who confiders cither the origin or the end of all civil government can 

Py admit, that the people have no right, without the concurrence of the 

oR fupreme appointed power, to deftroy or even to make any change ia 

i &. the conftitution. In fhort, if from this pamphlet were taken al the 

declamation on points too clear to require illuftration, and all the affer- 

tions deftructive of that freedom to which Britons look up as their 
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s: birthright, little would remain to entitle it to attention. D. M. 
1 ie ART. xxx11t. Advice to the Advifers, or free Comments upon the dane 
Fis serous Tendency of certain late Writings, concerning Equality of Proper 


ty, and the Happinefs of the Poor, circulated by the Afficiators of Great 
Britain: with Remarks upon a Reform in Parliament, and upon t 
Confeguences of War. By a Friend of the People. 8vo, 17 page 
Price 6d. Debrett, 
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Tue principles of Mr. Reeves’s affociation feem now to be repro- 
bated by all the difcerning men in the kingdom, and by none more 
than the author of the pamphlet before us, who loodly con {mins 
focieties ‘ originally inftituted for minifterial purpofes, by a band 
of placemen and penfioners, who, exifting by the abufes of power, 
and bafking in the fmiles of a court, were determined, at all hazards, 
to aggrandize the fyftem, and perpetuate the corruptions by which they 
were enriched.’ 

« Let them difown,’ it is added, ‘ the haughty fyflem of a private, 
vexatious, illiberal control; let them defert the gaudy banners of 
ariftocratic ufurpation, and, like their ancettors of old, rally round the 
befieged bulwarks of rational liberty. As for ourfelves, tradaced, fuf- 
pected, catumniated as we are, we will never be driven, by the fradulent 
arts of malignant fophiftry, from the firfh ground onwhich we ftand— 
from that rational, fteady, and confiftent conduét, by which the glo- 
rious fettlement was effected at the clofe of the laft century, and 
without which a long duration cannot be expected to the free princi- 
ples of the Britifh conftitution. 

« If the objects of thefe gentlemen be to meliorate the focial condi- 
tion of thofe who are born with the fame rights, with the fame hopes, 
asthemfelves, let them avow their intention ;—we are ready to co-ope- 
rate. If their obje¢t be to preferve the continuance of internal peace, 
we will cordially affift them in fo defirable anend. But we mutt have 
leave to purfue this object by means which are humane, patriotic, 
conftitutional and juft. The xew ‘te? applicd by infolent fufpicion, 
we reject with contemptible difdain. bur oath of allegiance is the 
bond of our affociation. 

‘ We will not aflociate to inflame the minds of juries, to overawe 
the regenerated freedom of the prefs, to control fair difcuilion, to 
lence liberal inquiry, to propagate the principles of feudal fub- 
miffion, or the bafe, blafphemous, and exploded dottrines of a Sruart’s 
reigti, We will not aflociate to miflead honeft credulity, or to ins 
tinidate the free born native of this free government; but chofe men 
we will pledge ourfelves to fupport, who are able and willing to im- 
rove our excellent conftitution, and to make the governinent an ob- 
not of terrour and difguft, but of love and adoration to the meaneft 
of it’s fubjects. 

_* Keeping the domeftic happinefs of the kingdom for ever in our 
view, and conviriced how intimately it is conneGted with external 
tranquillity, we will ftudioufly avoid giving even an implied fan étion 
to ameafure, which (however fpecious in its origin, or fuccefsful in 
its progrefs) muft probably involve this profperous nation in anarchy 

ruin, a meafute which by the expences of our arinaments, the lofs 
of our friends, the decline of our population, the interruption of our 
manufaétures; the feizure of onr merchantmen, and @ prodigious ine 
crease of annual taxation, muft ultimately tend to irritate the mild for- 
bearance of the Englith people, and to engender a fpirit of remon- 
france and difcontent.’ 


Arr. xxxiv. Lettert on Parliamentary Ki headings a feort 
Review of the Origin and Conftitutiin of Parliaments; wit Oferva- 
tions on the Petition prefented by Mr. Grey, and on fome of the Argus 
ments for and againft it, $v0. 37 pages. 1793+ (No Price or Pub- 
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Tue arguments here adduced are conclufive in refpe to the 
right of the people toa reform in parliament. The author boldly 
and warmly contends for this conflitutional privilege, and pays many 
pelt compliments to the patriotic exertions of Mr. Grey. 


Arr. xxxv. Club Law, or the Confequences of a Reform in the Re. 
prejentation of the Commons of Great Britain, ex mplified in a feort Def- 
fcription of what has followed a Reform of the Tiers Etat, or Houfe of 
Commons in France. By the Author of a Candid Inguiry into the 
Nature and Origin of Government. S8vo. 34 pages. Price 1s, 
Owen. 1793. 


‘THE political creed of this author, like that of the lord juftice clerk 
of Scotland feems to be. that the poffeflors of landed property alone 
have a right to be reprefented. 

An attempt-is made to frighten the friends of liberty in this coun- 

ry out of their principles, on account of the commotions that have 
lately taken place in France ; as if there were no difference between a 
reform, and a revolution ; between the fteady progrefs of a people who 
have long boatted of their freedom, and the convulfive ftruggles of a 
nation that has been fubjugated for centuries; as if an increafed por- 
tion of liberty would engender a civil war, or the afcertainment of the 
firft of all rights, that of a free Houfe of Commons, would bring down 
the vengeance of all the defpots of Europe! After fome ob/igue apo- 
logies for the flave trade, this author concludes with the following 
quotation, which is perhaps full as well calculated for the meridian 
of ‘Turkey as that of England : 

«© Fear the Lord, and the King, and meddle not with thofe that 
are given to change.” Prov. xxiv. 21. 


Arr. xxxvi. Confiderations preliminary to the Commencement of a War, 
avith Remarks upon a late melancholy Event. By the Author of “ The 
Crifis Stated.” 8vo. 18 pages. Price 6d. Debrett. 1793. 


Tus pamphlet was written previoufly to the commencement of 
the war, which is here earneftly deprecated. 


ART. XXXVII. Extermination : Or, Qn Appeal to the People of Englard, 
on the prefent War with France. 8vo. 31 pages. Price 6d, atom 
1793¢ 


We truft that the picture here offered to the infpection of the public 
abounds with tints of a far too /ombre hue. 

If the prefent war fhould prove fortunate to the operations of the 
combined powers, ‘ they will probably difcover,’ we are told, ‘ that 
there is too much jacobini/m in the Englith conftitution, and lend theit 
bumane interference to relieve us from this dangerous evil!’ We cone 

_fefs, that the late execrable violation of all ties, in refpett to Poland, 
_ought to be a warning to every nation in Europe not to rely on theif 
jufice, and that our fafety would originate in their impotence alone. 

« But if it were to happen,’ continues the author, ‘ that the com- 

. bined powers fhould not fucceed in their nefarious plan of re-eftablihh- 
ing tvranny in France, and of reducing it to the prefent lamenta 
_Atuation of divided Poland, what has England to expect? The om 








e 


y 
y 


ee eB, ee a] 


s3 66 


menfe national debt, which, at the beginning of this bloody war, 


amounted to nearly three hundred millions fterling, will certainly not 


be diminifhed, but will certainly be enormoufly increafed. A ruined 
commerce, decayed manufattories, innumerable failures, and a confe- 


-_ want of employment amongft the poor, will render future bur - 
t 


ens upon the people impoffible to be fuftained, fo that a national 


bankruptcy muft enfue. ‘The degradation of the public mind attend= ~ 
ant on fo unprincipled a war, willexcite a {pirit of rapine and revolt, - 
The curfes of all good men againft the wicked authors of their mifery * 


and difgrace, who have thus deceived and betrayed them, will gene- 
rate vengeance, and vengeance will produce commotion,’ 


Art. xxxvitt. Curfory Striures upon the Injuflice of the prefent War, 


and upon the Neceffity of an immediate Parliamentary Reform. 8v0. ~' 


go pages. Price zs. Debrett. 


Tue firft part of this pamphlet is entirely occupied in combating a 
variety of popular errours that have gone abroad relative to France, 


fuch as the unbounded ambition of her projects, the atheiftical princi- — 


les of the Convention, &c. 

‘ They deem France ambitious,’ fays the author, * becaufe, in the 
moment of provoked refentment, fhe has wrefted the Netherlands from 
the imperial yoke, becaufe fhe purfues her advantages, and chafes the 
combined armies tothe banks of the Rhine! She is ambitious becaufe 
fhe fill attempts to weaken an enemy fhe cannot truft, and in the ine 
ftant of conqueft, does not fupplicate for peace! She 1s ambitious, be- 
caufe fhe oppofes every where an undaunted front to Pruflian bayonets, 
and refufes to have her conftitution new modelled by the aflaffins of 
Polifh liberty, or a convention of German defpots ! 

‘ Thefe are notable proofs of the charges they prefer! clear demone 
ftrations of a fettled plan of conqueft! a deliberate fcheme of inordjnate 
aggrandizement! 

_£ That France, fiercely exafperated by foreign intrigue and open 
invafion, fhould, in fome inftances of her conduét towards foreign 
owers, have exceeded the bounds of policy and juftice, is a fubject 
efs of wonder than regret, and will not be diffembled by thofe whofe 
object is convi€tion, and whofe means are truth. ‘They will not deny 
that the may have thrown off papal ufurpation with a freedom offenfive 
to the holy father of the church, and that the infolent intrigues of petty 
poertnics fhe may have chaftized with too rigorousa feverity. Urged 
by the injured feelings of refentful jealoufy, fhe may have in fome 
inftances forgotten the laws of juftice, the rules o prudenee, the 
di¢tates of clemency, and the inflexible dignity of the republican 
character; but when her crimes are recorded, let not her provocations 
beforgotten. When her fword is defcribed as lifted up to deftroy; let © 
us reflect that by tyrants her rage was firit provoked, and that her 
fword was unfheathed from it’s fcabbard in the facred ¢aufe of liberty.’ 
The author enters a fpirited proteft againft ¢ the plan now purfuing 
by minifters, for the more regular eftablifhment of a ftanding army in 
Great Britain,’ and he calls upon the people to exercife their right of 
petitioning againft the propofed mealite ‘ of ereéting barracks and 
lortrefles tor the perpetual refidence of, troops in time of peace,’ a 


méafure whic has been warmly oppofed by Blackftone, and reprobated 
y Montefquies, . 
Z 3 A reform 
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A reform in our reprefentation is pointed out as a remedy for al] 
the evils under which we labour, or with which we are threatened : 

‘ That more enlarged notions of civil liberty are rapidly diffufin 
themfelves amidit the middle and interior ranks of fociety, is a f 
which, however offenfive to the venal fycophant or bigotted tory, mutt 
£1) she heart of every difinterelted patriot with the livelieft emotions: 
A retorm is taking place, not in government, indeed, but in that upon 
which all government depends—in popular opinion. The minds of 
men are infenfibly aéted upon: the great queltion, ‘* whether the jut 
rights of the people be at variance with the hereditary privileges 
ot the ariltocracy, and the conititutional prerogatives of the crown,’ 
is examined with honeft zeal, and a reform of the reprefentation is 
confidently called for, in order to furnifh a practical proof of the ne- 

ative. dhe do¢trines of blind fubmiilion and fuperititious reverence 
dilappest on every fide. Severity ftimulates difcuflion ; perfecutions 
carried on by error, involuntarily ferve the caufe of truth. 

¢ Ever fince the period of the glorious revolution in 1688, the prin- 
ciples of freedom have been gradually acquiring the ftability of fyitem 
and the fupport of fact ; but perhaps it is no exaggeration to affert, that 
a greater change has been vifible within thefe lait ten years, than in the 
whole of the century before them: thanks to the illuitrious patriots 
of the weftern world !’ 

« Who does not anticipate with joy’? adds the author, ¢ the approach- 
ing period when Spain and Portugal fhall be liberated from a moft 
jealous tyranny and debafing fuperitition ? When the ports of South 
America thail be thrown open to the commerce of the world? When 
Poland fliall become independeat ? When Germany fhall boaft her bill 
of rights? z 

* Such events, itis highly probable, muft, fooner or later, happen. 
And if a reform of patliament is not produced before thefe predictions 
are verified, it is obvious thar the coatufions fuch events muft create, 
will for ages furnifh the enemies of reform with arguments fimilar to 
thofe which they now draw fromthe diforders of France. 

« But it will thea be too late to urge fuch arguments with effec. 
The itrong holds ot defpotifm will be deftroyed. In Pruffia, and the 
Empire, the name of cztazen will take place of jo/dier; the triumphant 
banner of Liberty will wave upon the caftles of Defpotifm; and, at 
home, the great danger will be, that Englifhmen, provoked and unre- 
dreifed, might then aefert the line of conduct, to which all good men 
with to fee them conaned, and carry their plans of reform, beyond 
the boundaries ot the conititution,’ 
atte pamphlet is written with a confiderable portion of fpirit and 

lity. ! 


Arr. xxxix. 4 Letter from @ Member of Parliament te ane of the 
People, upon the fatal Confequences of the prefent War. 2d. Edition. 
8vo. 20 pages, Price gd. or one Guinea a Hundred. Debretts 
1793+ 
Ir is thus that the author of this pamphlet animadverts on the ob. 
ject of the prefent war, and the preparations for it : 
‘ France, it feems, is to be completely futrounded by the fleets and 
armies Of every power in Europe, On tle fouth and weit, the 1s be 
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be affailed by the perfecuted Spaniard, and the mercilefs Portuguefe. 
The fleets of England, Holland, and the northern potentates, are 
to block up her ports in the channel ; whuilft her eaftern f ontier is to be 
attacked by the ravenous Ruffian, by the hireling fword of the German 
boor, and the obedient vaffals of Pruffia, Hemmmed in on every fide 
by fo formidable a confederacy, we are commanded to hope that 2¢ 
millions of people, becaufe they prefer a republic to a monarchy, may 
be mercifully reduced to all the horrors of famine, difeafe, and civil 
war. The price of peace and of life is the unconditional acceptance 
of a fing. Unlefs they betray their convention, deftroy their prefent 
government, acknowledge the pope, renounce liberty, and abjure the 
rights of man, they are to be prefented with the mild alternative of 
famine or flaughter.’ 

A parliamentary reform is pointed out as the only mode of relieving 
vs from our calamities, redrefling our prefent, and precluding the 
chance of future grievances, 


Art. xi. Objeions to the War examired and refuted, by a Friend te 
Peace. Svo. s6pages. Priceis. 6d. Debrett. 1793. 
We are here told, that the prefent ‘ differs fo eflentially from all 
former wars, as to have but little in common with, them but the name.’ 
The very fame language was formerly made ule of, to induce us to 
continue the ruinous conteft with America, and the name of * humanity’ 
was then alfo proftituted, by way of inducing us to put an end to the 


‘anarchy’ of that continent. 

The arguments employed in behalf of the prefent war are not 
cilculated to fa/> convidion on the judgment of the people, and com- 
penfate either by the ills avoided, or the advantages to be obtained, for 
the blood and treafure already expended, in the courfe of the prefent 


conflict, 


Arr. xit, Political Correfpondence ; or, Letters to a Country Gentleman, 
retired om Parliament: on the Subjeé of fome of the leading Chara&ers 
and Events of the prefent Day. 8v0. 183 pages. Price 3s. 6d. 
Johnfon. 1793> 
Tuts pamphlet feems to be written by no inattentive obferver of 

the chara¢ters and events, which at prefent engage the attention of 

the public. 

In Jetter 1, the author infifts on the duties of a member of parlia- 
ment, and denies the bold and flagitious affertion, ‘ that the corrup- 
tion of individual integrity is neceflary for the fecurity of general 
happinefs.”. He laments, that our prefent adminiftration is upheld 
not by * honourable aid,’ but by ‘ the groflett corruption,’ and is 
thocked at beholding an oppofition, ‘ not arifing from particular exi- 
gence, and aéting merely from principle, but evidently founded on a 
fettled plan of fyitematical refiftance.’ 

He then remarks on the importance annexed to the fituation of an 
editor of a newfpaper, as the dire¢tor of a daily print may be con- 


fidered as influencing:the public opinion ; he confefles however, with 


regret, that moft of thofe ckannels of communication are grofsly 


Perverted to she purpofes of party. 
“4 Letter 
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Letter 11 commences with an eulogium on the cloquence of this 
country, which is faid to \ie with that of Greece or Rome, a come 
parifon from which the clasiic reader will perhaps itart, with fome 
deyree of difapprobation. 

Ir. Pitt is reprefented as ‘ a tal] and rather ungraceful figure, with 
a boyifh face, that derives its chief expreflion from an auitere and 
thoughtful brow.” He is faid to have arrived gradually at that 
eminence which he now pofleffes, and we are told * that perfeverance, 
praciuce, conftancy, and attention, have brought to perfection thofe 
fruits, of which nature had once given but a fparing promife, by a 
few gay and gaudy bloffoms.’ 

The premier is feconded by a gentleman of great political talents, 
but ¢ the general diftruit of principle, in a man who fides with every 
adminiftration, and appears to have forfaken his party, when they 
Jofe their power, has tended much to derogate in the public opinion 
from a juit eftimate of Mr. Dundas’s abilities.’ 

The following character of Mr. Fox will perhaps afford a juit 
idea of the ftyle and manner of the author now before as. ; 

P. 23.—* With regard to the oppofition, it is needlefs to prefent 
you with a detail of the character and talents, as an orator and ftatef- 
man, of their leader, Mr. Fox. You, my dear fir, paid a tribute of 
admiration to his abilities long before I ever witneffed their exertion, 
But as it were, indeed, abfurd to pafs by fuch a charaéter without 
mention, it 1s proper to remark that his eloquence {till preferves many 
of the characters by which I remember it to have been diftinguithed, 
when the American war gave a very different complexion, from the 
prefent, to the face of public affairs. He was then bold and violent 
in his meafures, as in his reafoning ; and manifcited a vigorous and 
determined oppofition to the conduct of the miniftry, If Mr. Fox's 
manner ditfers, in any refpe¢t, at the prefent moment, it is that his 
notions are even more enlightened by experience, and that the afperi- 
ties of his mind are worn away. He rarely defcends to perfonal 
attack ; but ftill exhibits the fame dauntlefs fpirit, the fame zeal for 
liberty, and the fame fallies of unexpected and mafterly reafoning. 
The ftyle and maaner, indeed, of this fpeaker, form a very ftriking 
contrait to the ftyle and manner of the minifier, Each exhibits ex- 
cellencies, for the moft part, of a very different nature from the ex- 
cellencies of the other. Mr. Pitt’s oratory is diftinguifhed by graceful 
action and corrett language. Mr. Fox by no means excels in the firft 
quality, and frequent inaccuracies of expreffion, committed in the 
warmth of fpeech, often prove him to be too negligent of the latter. 
Mr. Pitt’s enunciation is dittinét as audible: the delivery of Mr. Fox, 
when arguments prefs moft upon his mind, peculiarly rapid and impee 
tuous. Ihe one {peaks according to the foundeft dictates of his head, 
the other appears governed by the impulfe of the feelings of his heart. 
Mr. Pitt exhibits powerful abilities: Mr. Fox difplays uncommon 
genius. Mr. Pitt perfuades: Mr. Fox convinces, ‘The eloquence 
of the former is diftinguifhed by animation, dignity, and pathos: 
that of the latter, by energy and fire. With a figure as much con- 
trafted as that of his Fame My Mr. Fox does not even experience any 
difadvantage from a very corpulent habit of body, but irrefiitibly 
jgtcrefts his hearers in the caufe he undertakes, even where that caule 
is lealt favourable to their prejudices; and, engaging with carncliset’s 
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jn whatever his feelings lead him todefend, reminds us of Quintilian’s 
defcription of Pericles, «* who was faid to fpeak in thunder and 
lightning.” 

If we with to turn to the unfavourable parts of Mr. Fox’s charater, 
we fhall find this ftatefman, like every other, who has either prefided 
at the helm of government, or conduéted a formidable oppolition, 
rendered the object of a variety of accufations. Thefe, for the moft 
yart, as they were unfounded in juftice or truth, outlived not the 
refentment and malice that firft produced them. But the circumftance 
that preficd hardeft on his popularity, was his memorable coalition with 
the Jate lord North. It was faid, mdeed, that Mr. Fox’s quarrel 
with that mini.ter, srofe in confequence of the American war, and 
that it had been folly; to continue at variance, when fuch war exifted 
no longer: but the public mind revolted at the idea of fo fuddena 
friend{hip fucceeding fo violent an hoftility, and concluded that the 
fole obj ¢t of both parties, muit have been the gratification of their 
own inter: and ambition. ‘To thofe who are well verified in the 
parliamentary hiflory of Great-Britain, this coalition will appear no 
uncommon incident, nor any very violent breach of public and private 
principle; and there were not then wanting vindicators of an att, 
which, however repugnant to the general principles of conduct be- 
tween man and man, they thought jultifiable where parties were cone 
cerned, and where a great and important intereit was at ftake. But 
their efforts were overpowered by the general outcry ; and the arts of 
a rifing party, it may naturally be fuppofed, were not wanting to 
foment and aggravate the popular indignation. 

‘ The mot culpable part, however, of Mr. Fox’s public charafter, 
in my opinion, is his conduét with regard to the Middlefex election, 
which, in perufing the circumftances of the cafe, appears to me to 
have been in direct defiance of every principle of liberty, and which 
the exertions of the greateft orators 1n parliament, and the literary 
powers ot a Johnfon without doors, in vain attempted to varnifh over 
with a colourable excufe. All the excufe that can be offered for 
Mr. Fox’s conduét, is, that he was then but young in bis political 
career, and that being a member of adminiftration, he might think it 
incumbent on him to defend, without exception, all the meafures of 
government: Such is the accurfed {vitem of governing by party! moft 
other young men, however, would have conitantly purfued the fame 
courfe they firft adopted: while Mr. Fox evinced a contrary condutt ; 
and, difdaininge to {ubmit to the direction of others, his abilities foon 
marked him out for the head of a party. 

‘ Mr. Fox is, at prefent, accuféd of democratical principles ; and 
his avowed with for the repeal of the teft-act, and exultation at the 
triumph of liberty in France, has ferved to ftrengthen and ene 
that opinion. So faras a regard for the rights of mankind, and the 
happinefs of every clafs of citizens, extends, I believe this conception 
to be perfectly juft: but no man who confiders how much Mr. Fox 
1s furrounded with friends deeply concerned in the intereft of the 
Griftocracy, and what obligations he fancies himfelf to owe to the fup- 
port of the families of Cavendifh and Bentinck, can, for a moment, 
fuppofe it probable that he will ever venture to infufe too ftrong a 
tincture of democratic principles into the government of this country. 
His defire, fo cordially exprefied, of feeing all fects, ae be 
their 
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their religious opinions, admitted to equal rights and privileges ig 
the ftate, even if it fhould be totally indefenfible on the grounds of 

litical expedience (for it certainly is not on thofe of abftraét juftice) 
a evidently arifen from feelings of liberality. Liberal feelings 
indeed, are the moft ftriking traits of this gentleman’s charaéter, He 
is violent, becaufe his paffions are ftrong ;—and thofe paffions are 
enerally employed on adequate objects. ‘To the fame fource may 

» traced his love of pleafure, of which tolerable advantage has been 
taken by the literary agents of his adverfaries. But the extreme vio. 
Jence of his temper, and thofe dafhing habits which had marked the 
greatett part of his parliamentary career, are now mellowed down into 
more amiable and eitimable qualities; and fo far even has his mind 
operated on his features, that, without profeffing myfelf an adept in 
the fcience of Lavater, I think a man muft indeed want penetration, 
who, on the firt fight of his countenance, does not judge Mr, Fox’s 
difpofition to be that of perfect benevolence and philanthropy, It 
cannot, however, be denied that his political conduct, even at prefent, 
maniieits too determined a plan of indifcriniinately oppoiing miniftry, 
and, confeguently, of fometimes oppofing where oppofition is unde- 
ferved ; an error that neceflarily refults from the favourite and fatal 
fyitem of proceeding according to the views of party, rather than of 
acting from general principles of legiflation. But whatever be the 
errcrs of Mr. Fox, we cannot number among them equivocation, con- 
cealment, or difguife, of any fort; and, whether his opinions be 
favourable or repugnant to our own, muft certainly allow him the 
praife of always {peaking as he thinks, and of proving himfelf, with. 
out exception, the mott manly and decided character in the Britifh 
parliament.’ 

Many compliments are paid to the fteadv and unvarying patriotifm 
of Mr. Sheridan, the youthful ardour of Mr. Grey, the liberal pae 
tronage, and uncommon attainments of the marquifs of Lanfdowne, 
and the manly independence ot Mr. Tooke. 

Letters 111 and 1v are chiefly occupied about the French revolu- 
tion. . 

In letter v it is contended, that the duty of a reform lies wholly 
in the people ; and in letter v1 it is maintained, that all our parlia- 
mentary abufes are owing to the want of a fyftematic correétive. 

* In ftating the fentiments contained in thefe letters,’ fays the aue 
thor, towards the conclufion, ¢ whatever innovations of cuftomary forms 
I may feem to have propofed, I truft that 1 have fuggefted no mea- 
fures which militate againft the genius and {pirit of the Britifh confti- 
tution: and when I ufe this indefinite expreffion (fo otten applied by 
our legiflators, as founds fignifying nothing) I would be underftood to 
mean, that ] have fuggefted only fuch plans as are analogous to the 
principles and forms eitablifhed by law, and peculiar to the organiza- 
tion of the kingdom. I have expreffed a wifh that our parties in par- 
liament were broken up: I have urged the neceffity of a reform o& 
the national reprefentation in parliament, and have given the outlines 
of fuch principles as appear to me to be thofe on which that reform 
fhould be conducted. I have propofed the idea ofa grand revifional 
affembly, which by periodical-corretions of parliamentary abufes, 
will keep our political fyitem found and pure, till the lateft period of it3 


poilible exutence, and will then fafely conduct it to any farther (wa 
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of excellence that may {uit the circumftances of the times, and the 
withes, intereits, and conviction of the whole country.’ 

The whole of this pamphlet breathes a firm and independent fpirit, 
and the obfervations contained in the latter part of it deferve the atten- 


tion of the public. 


Art. xiit. A comparative Difplay of the different Opinions of the moft 
adipinguijbed Britifh Writers on the Subject of the French Revolution.— 
2 vols. large 8vo. About 652 pages each. Price 1 8s.:in boards. De- 
brett. 1793. 


Trst two volumes contain the opinions of Meff. Burke, Chriftie, 
Paine, Mackintofh, Rous, and Lofr, tir Brook Boothby, doctors Parr, 
Thompfon, and Prieftley, Mrs. Macauley Graham, and Mrs. Wollitone- 
croft, on the late memorable revolution in France. ‘Ihe following 
extratt from the preface contains the editor’s motives for entering on 
the prefent undertaking : 

« Noevent in the hifttory of mankind has produced fuch able dif. 
cuflions of the principles of government, as the late revolution in 
France; and in a pre eminent degree, from the talents of Britith 
writers. But fo nuinerous have been the publications on this important 
and interefting event, and fo defultory has been the general torm in 
which they have appeared, that it requires fomewhat of a profeffional 

rfeverance to read and digeft the arguments contained in them, 
The univerfal complaint on this fubject iuggefted a comparative dif 
play of the varying fentiments of the principal writers of our own 
country on the French revolution; and it is now offered to the pubs 
fic, as containing their opinions in that ftate of arrangement, which 
will relieve the toil of thofe who may be anxious to inveltigate what- 
ever has been written on the fubje¢t, and meet the wifhes of others who 
are alarmed at the labour of fuch an inveftigation.’ 3 

We fuppofe the editor had obtained permiffion of the feveral 
writers, trom whom he has filled thefe two large volumes, otherwife it 
would feem to be an unwarrantable invafion of literary property, 


£ 
Art. xiii. The Catechifm of Man. Pointing out from found Principles, 
" and acknowledged Fa&s, the Rights and Duties of every rational Being, 
8vo. 27 pages. Price 6d. Eaton. 1793. 


Ir is obferved in the preface, that, when the people affemble for 
aredrefs of grievances, * their union is called faction, their petitions 
{edition ;’ but it is aflerted, that thofe terms can only apply to them, 
‘who unite that they may be powerful, and are powerful that they may 
enflave.’ After a fhort comparifon between the ariftocracy and de- 
mocracy of this countty, the author proceeds as follows : 

‘ If you wanted an able lawyer, an elegant hiftorian, or an acute 

hilofopher, would you feek him among kings, princes, dukes and 
lords? Fruitlefs in general, in that cafe, would be your labours. It 
1s the people who Rae been the authors of almoft every thing either 
illuminating in fcience, or ufeful in art. 

* Who difcovered the circulation of the blood ?—the people, 

* Who the art of printing ?—the people. 

* Who the power of the magnet ?—the people. 


* Who the contineat of America?—the people. 
or oo ‘ Ard 
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« Afk in fhort who have been the authors of all the remarkable 
difcov ries which have been made? and the anfwer, witha very few 
exceptions, wii! itill be—the people. Without frequent draughts from 
the people to intufe frefh vigour into the puny bodies of nobles, and 

enius and tafte into their weak minds, what a pitiful race would th 
quickly become! What are many of them become already ?—the un- 
blufhing companions of grooms and of fharpers, and the deteftable 
patrons of boxers and ot frumpets.” 

We fhall here prefent cur readers with a few of the queftions in this 
political catechifm, with the anfwers annexed to them, 

« Q. Are all men born equal ? 

« A. They are all born perfectly equal in refpect to their rights, but 
often very unequal in refpect to their talents. 

* Q. What is the shee sett of their being born equal in refpe& 
to their rights? 

« A. ‘That the rights of all are equally natural, facred, imprefcrip- 
tible, and unalienable, and that as life, liberty, and refiftance of op- 
preflion, are three of thofe rights, no perfon has a title to kill, en. 
flave, or opprefs another. 

* Q Does government give man any new rights? 

* A. No, but it gives greater fecurity, effect and extent to thofe he 
formerly onerieng 

« Q. What is the confequence of men being born unequal in refpett 
to their talents? 

« A. A vait variety of arts and fciences, and new improvements in 
them every day. An ufeful diverfity in the condition of man, and a 
beautiful gradation in focial life. 

* Q. What ts the origin of government ? 


« A. The goodnefs of the Divine Being, expreffed by she will of 
).* 


> 
ae. 


¢ people. 
« Q. How do you prove that the people have a right to chufe their 
magiftrates ? 

«A. Reafon teaches it, the welfare of the people requires it, and 
the revealed will of God exprefsly authorizes it, 

* Q. Are kings fubject to laws? 
A. ‘They are, or ought to be. 
Q. What are the laws to which kings are, or ought to be fubjet? 
A, The laws of religion and the laws of the land, 
Q. Do they often tranfgrefs thefe laws ? 
A. Often. 
Q. ‘To whom are they accountable? : 

« A. For breaking the laws of religion, they are more immedi- 
ately accountable to God, for breaking the laws of the land, they are 
accountable to both God and to the people? 

« Q. Can you give any inflance of this? 

© A, In the laft century, Charles I. of England was beheaded, and 
James 11. his fon was banifhed, and but a few months ago, Louis XV!l« 
of France, after a folemn trial, by near eight hundred judges, was wna 
piunoufly found guilty, and met with Charles’s fate,’ 
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« * St. Peter calls government an ordinance of man, 4 Peter, 2 chaps 
13th. verfe,’ 
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Aet. xtiv. The Hiftory of a Church and a Warming-Pan. Written for 
the Benefit of the Affociators and Reformers of the Age. And dedicated, 
avithout Permiffion, to their tri-fold Majefties, the People, the Law, and 
the King. 8vo. 56 pages. Price 1s. Symonds, 1793. 

Tus isa political tale, in which drunken miniffers, and penfianed 
affciators, are treated with great freedom. 
~ The author, as may be fezn by the following quotation, is no great 
friend to war. 

« War is but gigantic murder; the grim idol adored by tyrants and 
their titled flaves; the globe is his altar, man his victim; his mouth is 
famine; his breath the peftilence ; his looks death; and his footfteps the 
erave! Even now, his exterminating arm is hewing down, without 
diftigGion, the talleft and faireft cedars of Europe as fuel for his facrifices ; 
and the Britifh oak itfelf, groaning to the redoubled ftroaks of his axe, 
nods hourly o’er a broarder and a blacker fhadow, prophetic of—Save, 
fave my country, heaven!’ ‘ 


Art. xiv. 4 Letter to the Nobility, Clergy, and Gentry of France, 
now refident in England, on the prefent Crifs. 8vo. 28 pagese 
Price 1s. Debrett. 1793. 

Evexy writer has his poffulata. The principal pofulatum of 
this writer is, that the prefent emigrant French nobles and clergy 
are upon the eve of returning to their country, and their titles. 
The purport of his letter is, to advife them in what manner to 
proceed, upon the reflitution of their dignities and powers. His 
counfel to them is, to adopt the Englifh conftitution, as far as 
they fee it to be good, particularly the trial by jury; to proe 
tect the peafantry ; to ¢olerate proteftants ; to be difpofed towards 
a general amneity, except for thofe who voted for the death of 
the king ; to cultivate a good underftanding with Great Britain ; 
and, in fhort, to follow it’s example in the limitations which 
they may impofe upon monarchy. The letter is fentibly, and 
in the main temperately written, and, in the fituation which the 
author fuppofes, might be of ufe: but it is pretty evident, that 
little benefit can be expeéted from it at prefent; the writer’s fun- 
damental fuppofition being premature. 


Art. xivi. Lucifer and Mammon, an Hifforical Sketch of the lat 
and prefent Century ; avith Charaéters, Anecdotes, Sc. Svo, 
296 pages. Owen. 1793. 

Tue demons of Ambition and Avarice, of Hypocrify and 
Difcord, and other infernal fpirits, are in this work conjured up, 
and introduced on the political theatre of Europe, chictly, as it 
fhould feem, for the purpofe of giving the writer an opportunity 
of pronouncing the French revolution an infernal plot, and of 
ranking among the agents of 4e// all thofe, who in France, or in 
England, have dared to ftand forth as advocates for freedom. 
The work is written with a degree of virulence, which, were we 
to follow the author’s example, we fhould, without hefitation, 
call diabolical. As a literary produ@tion, the piece has too little 
Ment to require further notice, A 
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Arr. xvi. Obferwations on the Condu& of Mr. Fox, in the Im. 
cachment of Mr. Hafiings. By a Friend to the Freedom of the 
Diels. 8vo. 60 pages. Price rs. 6d. Debrett. 1753, 


Tueve obfervations are intended as a reply to fome ftricures 
that have lately appeared in the Morning Chronicle, relative to 
the origin of the impeachment ; in which among other affertions 
jt was advanced, * That this meafure was uodertaken to clear 
the honour of the Britifh nation in the eyes of the oppr Ged inbas 
bitants of Ind: , of mankind at large, and of pofierity. 

The author, who pays many compliments to Mr. Fox’s abili 
ties, concludes with the following obfervation. * Were I incli. 
ned to fuperfiition, I fhould fay, that this defertion of Mr. F.’y 
friends is a juft judgment upon him, for having fupported the 
leader of the feceders, through a feries of years, in every {pecies 
of violence and abfurdity thar he chofe to commit.’ 

By way of proving, thar Mr. Haitings has been tried by one gee 
neration, and will be judged by another, a lift of all the deaths, 
promotions, &c. in the houfe of peers is affixed; from which it ap. 
pears, that no lefs than 124 changes have already taken place in 
that houfe fince he was firit brought to it’s bar. 


Art. xivint. The Eaf-India Charter confidered, By William 
Fox. 8vo. r6 pages. Price 3d. Gurney. 1793. 

Tue cauitic.is as neceflary in fome cafes of political, as of 
animal difeafe. Few feem to require it more, than the exhautt- 
ing excrefcences of chartered monopoly. And we kaow few 
political furgeons better capable of adminiftering it, than the 
{pirited and intelligent writer of this pamphlet. In a bold vein 
ot farcafm, he expreffes his admiration of the facility -with which 
a Britifh council gives laws to diftant regions; of the munifi- 
cence, with which immenfe afiatic nations are conveyed by royal 
charter to certain men, women, and children, of various nations, 
called the onxourable the Eatt-India company; and of the wif- 
dom fo feafonably exerted to fecure this extraordinary dominion, 
at a time when it has been found, by experience, that diftant 
dominions ftand on a very flippery foundation. Having ridicu- 
led, with great Keennefs, the reafons affigned by Mr. Dundas 
for making it our firft object to fecure the advantages derived 
from our India poileffions, he thus refutes the grounds, upow 
which it is contended, that the prefent plan of governing India. 18 
warranted by experience. 

‘ When Mr. Dundas contends that a plan is warranted by ex 
perience, againft which the experience of every age and natioa 
militates, he pours fovereign contempt on his audience. He pre- 
fumes they are ignorant of the hiftory of this, and of every other 
country; or he would not have dared to affert that a ditiant de- 
peadent dominion is permanent or valuable. ‘The Portuguelé 
have preceded us in our enterprize; can fhe bear witnefs—will 

ain bear teftimony to the value of a colony, which thouglt 
yielding an inexhauftible revenue, yet is it a fource of mifery an 
weaknefs to the parent ftate. Mr. Dundas well knows that ¢x- 
perience will warrant no intercourfe between nations, but the 
intercourlé 
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satercourfe of fair and legitimate commerce ; experience teflifies 
chat all other is ruinous as it is wicked; yet he icems to treat 
with contempt the idea of increafing our exports to India, and 
boldly tells us, not to rifk the folid advantages we poffefs, in pur- 
{uit of commercial fpeculations ; ridicules the idea of findin 
cultomers for our principal maxnfadures in that half of the worl 
between the Cape of Good Hope and Cape Horn, though the 
records of parliament prove the eagernefs with which the trade 
was purfued, even in times far lefs qualified for fuch enterprizes 
than the prefent. He knows that private adventurers offered te 
treble the exports of the company, and to fupply government with 
faltpetre much under the company’s price. He knows that In- 
dia prefents fuch a fource of commercial enterprize, that all our 
{fevere laws cannot prevent Englifh capitals being employed, in 
foreign bottoms, to a much greater extent than the whole com- 
merce of the company; yet he has the boldnefs to fay that the 
hopes, formed of the limited experiment he bas introduced into bis 
plan, will fail; which indeed may probably be the cafe, as him- 
{elf and the company have, certainly, fufficient power in India 
to fecure a mifcarriage. Thus contrary to all experience is this 
plan formed, though on the very ground of experience he pretends 
to recommend it.’ 


Ant. xix. Hints to Furies in Trials for Libel. By a Frecholder, 
8vo. 21 pages. Price 3d. Johnion. 1793. 

THERE never was a time, when it was more neceflary to in- 
fruct jurors, both in their rights, and in their duties, than the 
prefent. In this fmall and cheap pamphlet, both the one and 
the other, refpecting libels, are clearly and forcibly ftated. 
Adopting Mr. Burke’s deidnition of government, that it is a con- 
trivance of human*wifdom for the fupply of human wants, this 
writer fairly infers, that it’s theoretical forms, and it’s admini- 
fration, muft be fubjected to free difcuflion. vp. 7. 

7 By a feries, ot happy innovations, we have in England 
arrived at our prefent itate of improvement; time was when 
we facrificed human beings to pleafe God, bowed down and wor- 
fhipped a god made of patie, by a pricft, and trembled before a ty- 
lant, whofe will was law, and whofe frown was death! Britons! 
do you wifh to return to the fame ftate ? Then refign the righe 
of reafoning, of reading and of writing on political fubjeéts ; 
fubfcribe to the opinion of judge Allybone, ** that no man can 
tuke upon him to write againit the actual exercife of government, 
unle/s be have leave from the government,” and the bufinefs is 
done.—Leave from the government ! What will governors give 
leave to any one to write againft them? If they do, then it is 
becaufe they are pure, and, if fo, leave is unneceflary for them; 
tor writing againft them wilj only bring their excellence to light, 
4nd unneceflary for you; for your freedom will be acceptable. 

* The moft curfed and abominable tyranny, which ever had 
extftence, never required more than that the fubject fhould think 
it perfect, and {peak and write nothing againft it —And if there 

4 government, if there be a conflitution, which enjoins this 
on 
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en the fubject, which makes it a crime to think and to publith any 
thing oppofite and different from itfelf, it diifers not from the 
moft atrocious tyrannye In Turkey, in Ruffia, in Pruffia jt js 
not forbidden to prazfe government.—That government alone js 
jut, which permits every one who pays to its fupport, to ex. 
amine its conduct, and to offer his opinion on its meafures.’ 

Upon this principle, the univerfal right of free difcuffion, 
which has all the clearnefs and importance of an axiom in poli- 
tics, the writer flates the peculiar importance of the trial by jury 
in the cafe of itate libels ; in which it is not to be expected, that 
the judge, who is a part of the executive government, will exert 
himielt much as counfel for a prifoner, who is accufed of attack- 
ing toat government. With refpect to their rights, jurors are 
reminded, that by the late law, introduced by that illuftrious 
patriot Charles James Fox, to remove doubts refpecting the 
functions of juries in cafes of libel, it is enacted, that the jury 
may give a general verdi& on the whole matter in iffue ; and are 
to acquit the defendant, or pronounce him guilty, according to 
their idea of the innocence or criminality of the matter charged 
to be a libel, and the intention of the perfon accufed. As to 
their duty, it is, that they are to examine the writing in queition 
thoroughly, in order to determine whether the matter be falfe, 
fcandalous, and malicious: and to receive with anxious caution 
the evidence of interefted informers. The picce concludes with 
the following animated remarks on the certainty of the progrefs 
of truth, and the futility of profecuting opinions. P. 21. 

© Reafon has fhaken off its fears, and is walking abroad ma- 
jeftically,—it contemplates nature with a ftcady eye, and cralt 
and impofition fculk in their dens. 

¢ The philofophers of Europe and America have ufhered in 
the day, which fhall detect rhe impofitions of prieftcraft, and dif- 
folve the chains of ARISTOCRACY. 

‘ He who would fupprefs Knowledge, muft deftroy all the 
printing prefles, murder all the philofophers, and burn all the 
books in the world. 

¢ Lhe profecution of opinions is their diffufion ; the mind is 
called to the fubjeét—the fubject is examined, and every groan 
uttered by philofophy enters the foul, and direéts the judgment 
of the citizens. Chyiftianity was fpread by the very means 
which were taken t#fupprefs it.The feeds of the reformation 
were feattered by the ttorms of perfecution—they grew, they 
flourifhed, and yield the richeft increafe, when foaked in the 
blood of the reformers. 

¢ The cruelty of Alva, and the introduétion of the inquifitiony 
gave light, religion, and liberty to the Low Countries. 

* Perfecution peopled America, and oppreffion planted the tree 
of liberty in that facred foil. 

* The awful experiment has been tried, the terrible apparatué 
has been {tained with blood.—Philofophers rejoice, preach peace 
to the nations, the triumph of knowledge is fure. 
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ier. Le Letters addreffid to the Right Hon. Wi illiam Pitt, ChanceRor of 
the Exchequer of Great Britain ; pointing out the Ine quality, Oppr. fin 
4 the JT axes On Coals, and a Subftitute yor thefe Taxes, on 
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all ( 7 als confuse d 3/4 Engla nial, ana Scotland. Alfo a Subftitute for the 
Gra eS €3 1 hilling pe r Chald r to the Duke of Rich mord, hy Kin 


Charles 11. 4to. About 200 pages. Price ros. 6d. Johnfon. 

17Q3+ 

Tue author of thefe letters is a warm and flrenuous advocate for 
the immediate abolition of the taxes, with which the coal trade is at 
prefent {o impolitically fettered. 

+ The tax on coal, fir,’ fays he in his firft letter to Mr, Pitt, p. ar. 


‘ affords a flriking inflance of impolicy, directed unwittingly by the 
impofers of it, againft the unremitting induftry of the honeft farmer, 


he invaluable efforts of the ingenious maaufacturer, the perfevering 
{yirit of the adventurous miner, and the ufeful fervices of the loyal 


Bt 7 
‘ 


feaman, and to render more acute and extenfive thé operation of this 
cruel impoft, it is inimical to population, and productive of emigra- 
tion. It haraffes the toil-worn peafant in his folitary cottage; the 
unfheltered inhabitants of many of our cold, bleak, and almott defo- 
lated iflands ; and-even exacts a fhare of the gift of national or private 
charity from the mo miferable and unpitied part of the poor of this 
country ; thofe of the city of London. Surely, fir, the caufe of fuch 
an aggregate of evils ought fpeedily to be removed, or, to adopt the 
language of lord Kaims, ‘* for the honour of Britain, the duty on 
coul ought to be expunged from our ftatute book, ne’er again to fhew 
its face.’ 

Among a variety of ufeful and important facts, with which this 
work abounds, we are given to underftand, that the number of perfons, 
engaged, and dependent on the coal trade of the river Tyne, amounts 
to 38,475; while thofe on the river Wear are calculated at 26,250. 
The following is a general ftatement of the capitals employed in this 
very neceflary and important trade. P. 20. 

‘ ‘There are upwards of fifty collieries, in the neighbourhood of 
Newcaftle and Sunderland : the capital employed in thefe collieries, in- 
cluding the coft of keels, &c. is upwards of £, 1;030,000 
‘ ‘The capital employed in the fhipping in the rivers 


5 tal en 1,400,000 
l'yne and Wear, in the coal trade, = 

‘ The capital employed by the buyers and coal 
factors in London, exceeds upon a moderate calcula- 7009;900 


tion 





Total £31 30,000 





« To trace, with officious minutenefs,’ it is added, ‘ the extenfive and 
complicated chain of dependence from the miner to the confumer ot 
coal, would have enabled me to add very confiderably to the above 
number. But thefe eftimates, I am convinced, will afford, without 
minute calculation, and the aid of tedious animadverfions, an un- 
anf{werable argument againit the propriety of every meafure which 
tends to load the confumers of coals with any charge but thofe which 
‘rile Irom miaing, carrying and felling that article.’ 


The following obfervations, are worthy of attention, Pe 62. 
Aa ‘ The 
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338 POLITICAL OECONOMY. 


‘ The duty on coal exported to foreign countries, is fifteen fhillings 
and five-pence per Neqwcajtle chalder, and the duties on coals carried pa 
the port of London, are eight fhillings and ten-pence per London 
chalder. Eight Newcaitle chalders are fuppofed to be equal to fifteen 
London chalders, Confequently foreigners have Englith coal import. 
ed to them at fifteen fhillings and five-pence per Newcaftle chalder, and 
the inhabitants of London are obliged to pay at the rate of fixteen 
fhillings and fix-pence three farthings for the fame quantity. 

‘ This favours foreigners more than our own people, more efpe. 
cially the inhabitants in the city of London and its neighbourhood, 
who pay much more duty per chalder than foreigners; fo we hereby 
encourage them to under-work the Londoners, more immediately in 
iron wares, and fomething likewife in all manufa€tures where coals are 
ufed. A tax ona commodity of fuch general ufe to the poor, as well 
as to the rich, muft, like our excifes, add to the dearnefs of our poors 
living, raife the wages of their labour, and the price of manufactured 
goods, which likewife infenfibly affects the rich: but who can exprefs 
the hardfhips and miferies of the poor, whvn hard winters, (fuch as 
that in January 1739 or 1740) raife the price of coals exceffively ? And 
yet a heavy tax is on them ft1l] adding to the oppreffion *. 

‘ To complete this fketch of the inequality which pervades the 
whole fyftem of taxation on coal, I muft beg leave (without meaning to 
be perfonal), to produce asa {triking example, the local duty of twelve 

yence per chalder, on all coals tranfported from the river Tyne, granted 

by king Charles II, to his natural fon Charles duke of Richmond and 
Lenox, and failing him and his heirs, to Louifa duchefs of Portfmouth, 
and her heirs forever. Itis not by anv means fingular, that the ten- 
dency of this local tax in its original form, was not adverted to, dur- 
ing the infancy of the coaltrade. At that time, the river Tyne enjoyed 
in a great meafure, an exclufive trade of working and tranfporting coal 
to the out-ports, and to the city of London. It could not therefore 
appear in the light of a partial impofition; nor would the darknefs 
which obfcured the minds of our moft eminent ftatefmen in thofe days, 
on every fubject intimately connected with commercial politics, allow 
them to difcover that atax upon this neceflary of life, and capital in 
ftrument in manufactures and agriculture, was contrary to the intereft 
of Great Britain. As foon, however, as the coal trade was eftablifhed 
on the banks of other rivers, political juftice, as well as found policy, 
fhould have induced the legiflature either to have impofed the fame 
duty on thefe rivers, or to have modified upon a general principle the 
original local tax, fo as to obtain the amount of it colle¢tively, by an 
inferior and equal impoft on each river. 

‘ The confequences arifing from this tax, are, in my humble 
Opinion, of a very dangerous nature, and without arrogating to my felf 
the gift of prophecy, I am convinced it cannot long exift, unlefs it 
is made more perfect in its principle, and lefs pernicious in its tendency. 
It draws by a kind of local deceit, feveral thoufands annually, out of 
the pockets of confumers of coals, already overburdened with heavy 
duties on this article; and it operates evidently upon the unfair prin- 
ciple of an arbitrary law, again{t the common privileges of a great an 





* * Sec Decker on Trade, page 7.” refpeCable 
po 








Ruth on the Punifbment of Murder by Death. 339 


refpeRtable body of coal owners on the river Tyne, remarkably diftine 
guifhed for adventurous and bold exertions in a valuable and dangerous 
trade.’ 

The followiug are the taxes on coal, for which the author here 
offers fubftitutes, viz. 


s. 4. per Chald, 


By the 8th of Ann. ch. 4. ataxof - + 3 0 
By the gth of Ann. ch.6.ado.of - -*« 2 0 
By the gth of Ann. ch. 22. for building 
churches, - - - - ais 
Impott in 1779, of fue percent, + = - 0 43$ 
Impoft in 1782, of five percent, - - - O 418 
And the additional ,°, to raife the fraction to an integer, moking 


in all, eight fhillings and ten pence per London chaldron, 

The principal fubétitute here offered, by way of commutation, confifts 
of an additional tax upon private brewers; § or in other words, in fub- 
jecting private people who brew their own ale, to the fame duties every 
perfon pays, whether poor or rich, who buys ale from the public 

rewer.’ 

In refpect to the duty, received by the duke of Richmond, it is 
recommended to enter into a negotiation with that nobleman, and 
exchange this impoft for another, to be levied on all coals exported to 
foreign countries. 

This book appears to have been written during the latter end of 
lat year, amidtt the ‘ very extraordinary national profperity of Great 
Britain ;’ a war extenfive in it’s rage, new in it’s principles, and ruinous 
in it’s operation, has fince taken place, and we are afraid, that our 
author muft adjourn, for the prefent, all thofe beneficial fchemes of 
improvement, fuggefted by him during the halcyon days of peace. 


Art. 1. An Addre/s to the Public, on a Subje@ new and interefling. 
By J. Cook. Svo. 41 pages. Price 1s. Richardfon. 1793. 
Tue avowed object of the prefent publication is the education ¢ of 

the offspring of the profligate poor, who are abandoned by their 

parents, and wholly overlooked by the public. 

_* Fellow chriftians,’ fays the author, ¢ join hand to hand in a pe 

tition to parliament fer che redrefs of the greatelt of grievances—- 

for a law to prevent robbery and houfe-breaking, by means of a county 

{chool of induftry. 
‘ Let the malefa¢tor ceafe to complain, that his grofs ignorance, 

extreme poverty, and urgent neceffity, drives him to depredation and 

deftruétion. Let not human blood, nor human unhappinefs, any 
loncer be laid to our charge; nor fupinely fuffer thoufands to periih 
through inability and negle&t. But let us ftrive to fave innocence 
from ignominy, and the law from cruelty. This is a duty incumbent 
on us as men, this is a duty incumbent on us as chriftians.’ 

We refpeét the humane motives which appear to dictate the conduct 
of Mr. Cook, and cannot but with fuccefs to his labours. 





Ar. tit. On the Punifoment of Murder by Death. By B. Ruh, 
M.D. 8vo. 20 pages. Price 6d. Philadelphia, pricted :-Lone 
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Tuts fmall tract has been printed feveral times in Pennfylvania, 
The chief purport of it is, to fhow that the punifhment of mandes 
by death is not enjoined in feripture, and is contrary to the humane 
and benevolent fpirit of chriftianity. Befide this, the writer 
maintains, that capital punifhments are contrary to reafon, and to 
the order and happinefs of fociety ; as they leffen the horrout of takin 
away human lite, as they multiply murders by creating difficulties in 
convitting criminals, and as fuch offenders might ftill be made ufefyl 
members of fociety. ‘The fubje¢t is very important, and merits a 
much fuller and more philofophical difcuffion than this Writer has 
given it. 
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Arr. iit. Le&ures on Female Edacction and Manners. By J. Burton. 
2 Vols. 12m0. 500 pages. Price 6s. fewed. Rochefter, Gillman ; 
London, Evans. 1793. 

A.tuover the old maxim, of mixing the agrecable cwith the 
ufiful, 1s particularly to be regarded in books intended for the in- 
itruction and improvement of the young; and although it will be ac- 
knowledged to be a circumfltance in which the prefent times far excel 
the paft, that they afford fuch a great variety of elegant productions, 
in which moral truth aflumes the pleafing and interefting drefs of 
fiction ; it muft neverthelefs be allowed, that this tafte ought not to 
be carried fo far, as to preclude the ufe of ferious writing, the fole 
object of which fhall be to communicate ufeful knowledge and jut 
fentiments to young minds. Children cannot be too early taught, 
that life has it’s duties, as well as it’s pleafures. And it may be of 
great benefit to them, to difengage them, at {tated feafons, from all 
ideas of amufement, and fix their attention upon thofe fubjects, which 
require, from every human being, fedate attention, and grave reflec- 
ion. Inthis view, fuch works as that which is now before us are 
of great value; and it is with fatisfa¢tion that we introduce to the 
attention of thofe — and preceptors, who are fenfible of the 
importance of moral education, a courfe of leétures, originally read 
on junday evenings, in a {chool for female tuition ; and, in our judg- 
ment, very proper to be read in every fchool of the fame kind, or to 
be put into the-hands of young ladies, as foon as they have paifed the 
age of childhood. 

The le¢tyres, which are in number twenty-eight, open with fome 
yeneral obfervations on the neceflity of acquiring an early habit of 
felfcomman@.” The lecturer then goes on to defcribe thofe amiable 
qualities of children which gradually become the foundation of moral 
merit. Among thefe he infifis,particularly on docility, and gives his 
pupils brief directions concerning the beft manner of acquiring and 
improving it. ‘Thefe we fhall copy, as a fpecimen of the plain good 
fente, and the correct fimplicity of language, which may be expected 
in thefe JeCtures: VOL. I. P. 42. 

« The firft thing neceffary, is attention. Without this, the mot 
ufeful leffons of initruction, will have but little effeét on your minds. 


You ¢an neither retain in memory that which has been communicated 
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to rou, nor digeft it afterwards. Your inattention will alfo be dif- 
refpectful to thofe, who are delivering any difcourfe, or conveymg 
any information which is intended for your improvement. If you 
afpire after knowledge, vou will liften to her voice ; otherwife you 
will be even like the deaf adder that | foppeth her ears. But whatever 
may be the mode of inftruction, or the object of it, without attention 
you can profit but little. No proficiency can be made in any courfe 
of ftudy or learning, without application. Sufficient time 1s allowed 
you to relax your minds; but when you are employed on feriops 
fubjects, let not your thoughts be diffipated. Indulge not in a care- 
lefs indifference, becaufe the bufinefs of education is a matter of 
great importance, and therefore requires the moft conftant afliduity. 

The next thing I would recommend to you isa feafonable taci- 
turnity; without this, it is impotlible you can give that degree ot 
attention which is neceflary. To be loquacious or talkative, whilit 
you are receiving inftru¢tion, denotes a frivolous mind. Silence is 
the firft ftep to wifdom. It was held in fuch great efleem amoneft the 
ancients, that they deified it; that is, they worfhipped it as a god. 
Ry the Romans it was reprefented under a female form, holding up a 
finger to its mouth. Solomon has left a trite obfervation upon this 
fubject. There is a time, fays he, to fpeak, and a time to hold one’s 
peace. ‘This being the cafe, you will do wrong to fuppofe, that'a 
reftraint of this kind, at proper intervals, is an inflance of rigour. 
They are your beft friends, who lay this injunction upon you; to 
which you will ftriGly conform, if you have a wifh, or an inclination 
to be improved. It is only by knowledge, that we raife the dignity 
of human nature; without this, we fhould rank with the untutored 
favage. And there cannot be a greater difgrace to a rational being, 
than to be ignorant, in fo enlightened a period as the prefent, where 
{o many opportunities offer for cultivating the underftanding. 

‘ Confideration is another neceflary ftep to improvement. How- 
ever inftructive the leffons you may receive, yet the impreflions made 
on the mind, during the time of tuition, will foon be effaced, unlefs 
you afterwards reflect and meditate in private, on what you have 
been taught. Some things may, at firit, feem dificult to be under- 
ftood, but they will be more clearly comprehended, by making 
them frequently the fubjeéts of your thoughts. Without confideration 
you will neither be wife nor prudent: but by means of it, you will 
lay up fuch a ftock of ufeful materials in your memory, as may be 
applied and called forth, as often as ocrafion fhall require.’ 

After thefe preparatory hints, the author enters upon more parti- 
cular topics, and gives young women much ufetul inftruétion, and ex- 
cellent advice, on the love of truth; on the influence of the female 
fex in fociety, and their duties, prefent or future, as daughters, wives, 
and mothers; on the degree of attention which ought to be paid to 
female accomplifhments, to beauty, and to drefs; on the mental im- 
provements which are requifite to form women for fociety, and the 
kind of reading to which they fhould chiefly attend; on female man- 
ners, private fociety, public ‘amufements, and the love of pleafure; 
on the regulation of the temper, and the exercife of humanity, for- 
bearance, and courtefy ; on the folly of indulging pride of birth and 
rank ; on affectation, falfe fear, and fuperftition ; on evil fpeaking, and 
the improvement of time, ‘The whole is clofed with a farewel lettare, 
A a3 addrefled 
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addreffed to thofe pupils who were fhortly to leave fchool. From the 
great variety of ufeful matter contained in thefe volumes, we thall 
make another thort extract on the topic of affeétation. vo. 11. P. 147, 
« Affeciation has been defined @ perpetual difguife of the real charaéter 
by ftitious appearances *; or, an awkward imitation of what we obferve 
in another. ‘Thofe, who prattife it, affume a deportment contrary to 
their flation; and ftep out of their own fphere, in order to atta part 
for which they are not qualified by genius, education, or fortune, 
Hence it is, that what may be graceful in another, will be a blemith 
in them. Simplicity of character is refpeGied, becaufe it has truth 
for its bafis. It is eafy, becanfe it is matural. But affectation will 
always be offenfive, becaufe the mind within, and the aétions without, 
do not correfpond. ‘This outward deception, this effort to impofe 
en the world under a borrowed drefs, is not only ridiculous, but 
often fails in its end; which end is the defire of pleafing, or of 
aining admiration. ‘There requires but little difcernment to dete& 
the fraud ; and we generally defpife thofe who have attempted to de- 
ceive us. It is alfo abfurd, becaufe no perfons can appear fo advan- 
tageoufly in a fiétitious character, as in theirown. In Support of the 
former, they are indebted to the tricks of artifice, faliehood, and 
rrimace; but to exhibit the other, nothing more is neceflary than to 
F llow the diétates of nature, who attracts the moift notice when dif 
guifed the leait.—I would here diftinguith betwixt thofe perfons who 
put on the mafk.of hypocrify, in order to conceal their moral depra- 
vities; and thofe who, from motives of oftentation, affect to be what 
they are not. 
‘ Ha ing thus explained to you what is meant by affectation, I 
will next endeavour to delineate the caufe, and exemplify the effects of it. 
‘ Aff tation, for the moft part, proceeds from vanity. ‘The fir 
is faid to he the infeparable attendant of the laft; and has becn figu- 
ratively defcribed, as feated near the throne of vanity, holding in 
her hand a mirror, by the means of which fhe practifes all thofe 
mimic and fantaftic airs, by which fhe thinks to attract notice, and 
procure admirers. at 
‘ When once you conceive an exalted opinion of your own abilities, 
whether natural or acquired, you will prefume that they are fuffici- 
ently perfect; and you will be too conceited to regard either the 
cenfure cr the admonition of your friends. So far from fuppofing that 
you reguire advice or inflrution, you will be vain enowgh to ma- 
gine, that your boafted merit is held in the fame eftimation by others. 
« It does not, however, follow, that becaufe you fhall have flattered 
yourfelves with felf-applaufe, which is indeed purchafed at a very 
eafy rate, you will then be certain of the approbation of others. 
ou cannot command this approbation. It is a tax which the world 
will not readily pay. You muft firlt deferve it by your own propriety 
of conduét; but receive it at the fame time with fo much difhidence, 
as if you were confcious you had not deferved it. You may obferve, 
that perfors of real worth are not immediately rewarded with public 
refpect; becaufe they proceed filently and modeftly. They have, 
befides, the torrent gf calumny and detra¢tion to oppofe, which, as 


Shakefpeare remarks, patient merit of the umwoarthy takes. The cori 
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will fpare no pains to difcover fpots in the brightet charalers: and 
mankind feem more difpofed to find out faulis than beauties. If, 
then, the approbation of others is fo reluctantly given to the deferving, 
what muit they expeét, who with to attain it on falfe pretences—by 
fuperficial ornaments, or by the affeation of qualities which they 
do not poflefs! The laft may be praife-worthy in the right owner, 
but contemptible in the fervile imitator. If pure metal can fearce 
pafs through the fiery ordeal of public fcrutiny, that which is bafe ean- 
not expect to efcape detection. And if fterling fenfe will hardly 
make it’s way in the world, that which is counterfeit cannot long 
remain unexpofed. Jt is a fufficient caufe of difguf?, lays Dr. Johnfon, 
that there is an intention to deceive, which every heart fwells to oppofe, 
and every tongue Is bufy to detect.’ 
Art. Live Queftions to be refolued: or, a New Method of exercifing 
Attention of young People. Interfperfed with various Pieces, 
ce leulated foi Inftruction and Amufements Tranflated from the 

French of Madame de la Fite. Vol. I]. 1z2mo. 260 pages. 

Price 2s. Od. fewed. ‘Murray. 1792. 

Ix our ninth volume, page 566, we gave an account of the 
nature of this publication: at the fame time we exprefled our 
approbation of the manner in which it was executed; and recom- 
mended it to the attention of parents and teachers, as not only in 
itfelf a ufeful performance, but as fuggefting a method of ine 
ftruction, which might with advantage be extended at pleafure to 
other fubjeéts. We have now only to inform our readers, that 
the plan is in this volume very fuccefsfully purfued in morals, 
hiffory, and mythology. Among other articles, it contains fe- 
veral moral ftories; an inftru€tive and affecting play, imitated 
from the German, entitled Beneficence Rewarded ; and the Hif- 
tory of Pythagoras, together with fome particulars concerning 
the Spartans, trom the Travels of Young Anachariis. 

_ Itis a great recommendatioa of the plan of this work, that 
it is adapted to habituate children to exercife their underflanding, 
as well as their memory; a point which ought to be more attended 


to than ts ufual in our prefent modes of education. 


Art. iv. The Elements of Ufeful Knowledge; comprehending among 
other inierefiing Particulars, Short Syflems of Aftronomy, My tho- 
logy, Chronology, and Rhetoric; with a brief Account of the Trial 
and Execution of Louis xvi, and of the late Tranfactions tn 

France. To be read in Turns with fuch approved Selefions as are 

generally ufed in Schools; and to be chicfiy committed to Memory. 


By the Rev. J. Adams, a. m. Author of the Elements of Read 
ing, and Lectiones Selectz. 8vo. 333 Pages. Price 38. 6d. 
Law. 1793: 

Tuoves the colleétions made in this volufhe are much too 
milcellaneous to deferve to be dignified with the name of /yfems, 
they contain a great deal of ufetul information. In afronomy, 
the principal phenomena are clearly ftated, and refle¢tions arc 


added to imprefs young minds with religious fentiments. In my- 
thology, 


Adams’s Elements of Ujeful Knowledge. 343 
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34+ EDUCATION. SCHOOL-BOOKS. 


Pe ag the fables moit frequently alluded to in poet ry, or 


s 


mM: the fu bject ot painting, or nena lary, are briefly, and * the 
main correctl ly re lated. L naert h e head ot chronology, the molt 


uleful articles reipecting the ‘alate divilions of time are pro- 

rly given. A feries of memorable events is added, which is in 
jeveral re{pects materially faulty. panens of tollowing the eafy 
and fimple plan ot dating all the events before or after the chri- 
tian wra, it dates before that era, from the creation of the wor 
which it fixes, without any intimation of unce rtainty, ata thou- 
fand and four years before the chriflian era; though it i 
known, that among critics who agree in acknowledging the 
thority of the Jewit h fcriptures, there is a difference refpecting 
this gicat event of many hundred years. In like manner are 
given as afcertained facts, that the flood —— A.M. 1656; 
that Prometheus firift itruck fire from flints, a. mM. 2289; and that 
Jefus Chrit was born on the 25th ot peeaheron in firft year 
of the vulgarera. Thus to fettle, by an fe dixit, chronologi- 
cal dates, which all the learned know are itill undetermined, is 
not to initruét young people, but to miflead them. ‘There is 
alfo a manifeft abfurdit vy in attempting to catch the popular hu- 
mour of the day, by tacking to a chronological feries of this 
i 1d, hew {pa yer details of political occurrences. The events of 
the year 1 7925 which ought to have been comprized in half a 
page, are ridiculouily fpread through twenty pages. In the part 
which treats of rhetoric, little difcrimination or taile is fllown, 
and even grammatical accuracy 1s violated. 

‘he remainder of the volume, which treats of feveral mifcel- 
lancous articles of natural hittory and philefophy, and of the 
coniutution and the civil forms of Great Britain, is lefs liabl: 
to objection. We have been the more particular in poi nting out 
fome of the defects of this work, becaufe we judge it of ere at 
importance to the public, that elementary treatifes fhould be 
drawn up with the moft rigvrous attention to accuracy and pro- 
pricty. 


b+—~ 
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ART. LVI. Ax ealy Method to acquire the Tralian Langu ave, by tbe 
Help of the Fre ne i and Kugl: De Two Paris tH J ne V CLHINE © By 
John Soilleux. 3r2mo. 124 pages. Price 2s. 6d. Bound. 
El m fle y. 1793. 
ky RY attempt to facilitate the learning of any a a4) by 

rin 10g i“ grammatical rules into a narrow compats, at | 


“ 


1erves ention. This 11h}: i! volun 1 appears to col tain what 
ever is: cient ally neceil ry to introd uc’ the learner into 4 kn ow- 
ledge of the Italian | lancuaee; anditisa 


, 


oreat recommendation 


of the work, that it renders the Italian words and phrafes both 
unto Enelifh and French. 
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Ar *,. ZVigss Prolufiones Fuveniles. Pra 1S Academicis dignata. 
Auctore ors Tweddell, a. se. Trinitat. College. Cantuarenf, 
Socio. —Londo » Dilly and Payne; ©: ambridge, Merrill and 
Lunn. S8vo. 2 48 pages. Price 5s. boards. 1793. 
r. 


Tue public ation of fuch juvenile cifays as have obtained acae 
demical honours and diltinétions, though it has been fometimes 


blamed by fattidious cenfors, is a practice which feems in itfelt 
ufetul and reafonable, and has bead funciioned by the example 
of the moit diltinguifhed fcholars. ‘The firtt fruits of genius 
have an interett, which is wantine even to it’s more finifhed 
works ; and if middling or inferiour men fometimes obtrude their 


bibbtbiadd ba 
cient punithment to them, and a fulieient example to jothers. 
The hope of public ver iufe is a new incentive to the ingenuous 
unbition of youth, and the appeal to pub blic judement tends to 
prelerve the purity of academical decition, by powertully con- 
trolling the partialities and prejudices of the judges. The genius of 
the candidate isthus animated to higher exertions ; and the private 
fentiments of the judges are filenced, by the knowledge that their 
ientence may undergo revifion before another and an incorrupti- 
ble tribunal. Z 

Thefe general remarks might indeed have been fpared in a re- 
view of the clegant volume before us, which needs no fuch de- 
tence tor it’s publication; in which nothing ;#venileis to be dif- 
cerned, except in the modeit ttle page, unlefs indeed it be that 
noble ardour in the caufe of virtue and liberty, which (to the 
difgrace of years and experience be it fpoken) is almott peculiar 


re productions on us, the neglect of the public is a futh- 


to the pu rity and fenfibility of youth. This collection confilts of 


Greek and Latin poems, Latin and Eng lith eflays and orations, 
which have at various periods obtained priz es in the univerlity 
of Cambridge. It is introduced by a modett and claffical preface, 
in whicl 1 Mr . T. deprecates the fevere judgment of certain accom- 
plithed fchol, ars, whom he feems to have marfhalled according to 
the fuppot ed degrees of their learning —s Atqui vix, aut ne vix 
quidem, {per ‘o fore, ut qu in variis fcribendi generibus vere- 
cunde et tiiniaé tentavi, omni ex parte fatisfaciant fuperbiilimo 
aurium judicio Porson1, Parrit, Burnes, BurcGessir, 
WAKEFIELD HunrinGrorpil, aliorum.’ Pret. Pp. vii.—And 
he juttifies himfelt trom the imputation ot forwardnefs or fingu- 
larity , by the « xample of other dillanguifhed fons of Cambridge.— 
Scilicet prolufiones fuas pro re ni ita pr imo attectas inchoatafque, 
et pottea, ut op nor, Inagis accurate cog itatég ue ad umbilicum 
percuctas, OCl fa leg gen tium fubjicere 10n dedignati funt GuLi- 
ELMUS Ropers collegii Eronenlis haud ita pridem prepofitus, 
Joannes Haram eccletie Briftolienfis nunc temporis decanus, 
cthuperrime Guiie_mus Cove Collegii Regalis focius.’ p. viii.— 
Lhe latinity of Dr. Roberts will — be exalted nor deprefied 
by comparifon with that of Mr. T.; but, without intending any 
difre {pect to Mr. Cole or dean Hallam, we mutt confefs, that in the 
itvle of the Ar‘t there is a want of energy, and in that of the feconda 
Want of eafe and perfpicuity, which the fterneft critic would not im- 
pute tothe compofitions before us. As many of the political opinions 
contained 
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contained tn thts volume muft have been difpleafing to academ}. 
cal governors, it is not without jutlice that the author celeb: “ates 
his hiberal and impartial judges, and more particularly one whom 
he does not mention, but whom we {uppoie trom the charaé er 
to be the learned and excellent Dr. Barnes, of Peter-Houis. Of 
the poetical portion of the mifcellany the following will not be 
coniidered by our claffical readers as an inelegant fpecimen, 
‘In VENTRILOQUUM. 
ve magna tul Britanniaque 
re! gloria temporum tuorum 
alis is nemo fuit, neque cit, eritve 
ithac—O utinam repente voces 

Sint centum mihi, fine et ora centum ut 

Te, tui fimihs, Poetalaudem! 

Audin’! Nunc hominem teminamve 

Juxta, nunc procul et remoti ores 

Hac illac, puci rumve ineptic ntem 

Credas multa loqui, fimul diferta 

Ac Vox parturiit {onos in aivo. 

Atqui nil tremit vox loquentis. Atqui 

Nil motum ett labium. Qu id ergo? Fallor, 

An verum eft? Loqueris tacefve ? Certé 

Et nufquam tua vox et eft ubique.’ 

The author of ee verfes 1s certainly no mean proficient in 
the difficult art of tritling with eafe and orace. 

Amor £ the E aglith eflavs, the moil conipic cuous area dife ourfe 
on the policy oi ‘Henry vit, and an oration on the charaéter of Wil 
liam ari. It in the latter ne author fometimes betray the par- 
tiality of a panegyriit, yet he compenfates for it amply by juit 
reafoning and manly eloquence, and by an enlightened zeal for 
the mott facred interefts and rights of mankind. 

>. 145. ‘ Liberty,’ fays he, *has | begun her progrefs, and Hope 
telis us that fhe has on ly begun. She has already unveiled the 
charms of her auguil countenance to the fortunate inhabitant 3 of 
th wettern W orld; She rs now combi MIME in glos tous concert the Polifh 
king with the P oli bh people* !!! and rekindling in the breatt of 
modern Ga ils an emulation of their free and hardy progentiers. 
Soon will fhe deign to vilit the Spaniard and the Hollander, the 
Pruflian and the Swede, the German and the Turk; nor hall the 
fovereign of all the Kuflias be able to prevail againit her.’ 

That thefe benevolent hopes have hitherto been difappointed, 
will tar lets derogate trom the fagacity of our author, than tt 
will aggravate the guilt of thofe (and fuch there are even in the 
leat guilty of the contending parties) whofe crimes have fo 
fatally clouded the glorious profpects which were opening 02 
tmankind. 

Of the compofitions in Latin profe, the moft remarkab‘e, both 
for the fubject and the execution, is adiffertation on the queftion, 
* Whether a free and equal government can be eftablithed and 


a 





* Our readers are too well acquainted with the ! fatal reverfe. 
preferved 
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preferved in a great empire.”* The author contends for the 


athrmative, onthe principles of the republican philofophy of 
Harrington and Hume. ‘Iwo fhort extracts will, better than any 
gen ral criticifm , enable the reader to judge of a difcourfe emi- 
nent vs mguns jrerse 1 Our opinion, both tor intelleét and elo- 
quence; and d sferving as weil to be confidered by the philoio- 
phes tor it’s arguments, as to be admired by the fcholar for it’s 
jivle. The fir: relates to a celebrated writer and orator. 

“p. 203. © Animas mihi in dies incandefcit quoties plebis in 
aures iniufurrart audio falfos nefcio quos derepmcreng: earum 
rerum quz in Gall ia geruntur, quod fcilicet ab xquz libertatis 
patrocinio cxtere homines abiterreantur C ur autem hi latius 
perere buerint, pracipua caufa fletit magni olim nominis orator, 
qui animo ad caulam ty ranidis ad Hiecto n iferabiles quafidam exCi- 
tavit trag@d 1aSy et putid S amp ullis fomnia mentis fua decoravit. 
Grandi eee turgefcens, et lefe antiquitatis crimen {peciofe 


~ 
Y 


veri umn ¢ xereitu geliiens uleiicl, qua rut neratin ula uoguam 
lincua, lutem. eriarum et conviclorum omne virus acerbitatis lug, 
in gentem de 1s omnibus, Sagan cordi ett libertas, optimé 
meritam, evomuit et penitus exantlav Quippe {pes de fe pri- 


dem conceptas mihil reveritum non ‘lam puduit REGIUM tan- 
quam BUCCINATOREM Viderl, et conf{celerateé tyrannorum colluviont 
gt zw bellum atrocifimu m jain nung in Gallos movet claflicum inhuma- 
niter precinuifle. , 

And foon after, {peaking of the fame celebrated perfon: 

p. 204. * Et nos quoque el gratulamur, qu: 1d furorem ei et 
infaniam Deus injecifle videatur, hoc uti que confilio uta parti- 
bus fuis fanos omnes abigeret et conculcate a fe libertati invitus 
ipic opi itularetur. Formidolofifiimum enim in sé provocavit ferip- 
torum agmen, qui exilia ejus argumenta turpillimam in fugain 
verterun ts frecerunt, trucidarunt.’ 

In the next and only remaining extra&t which we fhall prefent 
to our readers, Mr. T. difpl: iys the indignation of virtue, in the 
Janvuage of eloquence, againit the opprefiors of Poland, who are 
ow become the allies of Engl: ind. 

Adde quod magno imperio id infitum eft robur quod xgrius 
opprimatur ab holte extero, minufque igitur libertati illius fit 
periculum ex iis calamitatibus, que te miferanda Potonta$ 
tuaque Jura omnino omnia, vereor ne brevi infringant, penituf- 
que gra ‘vifimo interitu fubvertant. Enim vero ab iftis teterrimis 
Kuflie et Boruffia tyrannis, iftis verfulis veteratoribus, iflis pené 
marry m efferis carnificibus, in equam libertatem, in omne quic- 
uid eft jus gentium, in ipfum denique humanum genus, incre- 
dibili atque immani more et modo fevitum ett. Pavet incere to- 
taque mente, ac totis artibus contremifcit ipfa Poronta. Obftu- 
Pefcunt mitia cum dolore et metu indignatione gentes vicing. 
Quin Britannia libertatis illa quondam violatz ultrix et acerrima 
vindix ty rannorum inter minaset ftrepitum horrendorum filet tore 


petque,’ 





** Utrum magnum imperium cum aqua omnium libertate confiare 
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Minute exactnefs of typography is peculiarly important jp 
compotitions in the ancient languages, and we obferve two me 
three errours, which feem to have eftcaped the autbor in the rey. 
fion of his fheets; fuch as immeritée, p.19, tor immeritimfrand- 
lente for fra dulenter, p- 220.—<aptare for optare, Pref. p. Xii— 
fatur for fatura, p. 117. In the note, p. 86. recitarem is an errour 


° " , , Sa . ee 
ot the pres, probably, tol recitaraim, thouch recilaljem would, 


we think, be more confiftent with that critical accuracy in the 

ufe of tenfes which diltinguifhes the compofition of Mr. T, A 

few other errours equally unimportant, we think, we noticed in 

perufing the volume, among which we recollect the ufe move 

than once of & tor @. 

Art. tviit. The Minftr /; or Anecdotes of Diftingni~> a Pevfonaces in 
the Fifteenth Century. In Three Volumes r2mo. About 650 poges, 
Price 7s. 6d. fewed. Hookham and Co. 1793. | 


Tre term axecdote being commonly underflood to mean, a relation 


of fome biographical or hiflorical occurrence in real life, is very im- 
properly applied to the incidents of fictitious hittory ; and introduced, 
as it is, into the title of the prefent novel, it tends to give a falfe idea of 
the nature of the work. It1s therefore neceffary to inform our readers, 
that the difingnifbed perfonages here iniroduced are for the moft part 
not real but fittitious characters, and that the incidents, excepting 
fome occafional references to the hiftory of the fifteenth century, are not 
anecdotes but fictions. In correcting this errour, whether accidental or 
defigned, in the title of this novel, we do not mean, however, to catt 
a cenfure upon the novel itfelf, which muit be allowed to poffefs very 
confiderable merit in invention, arrangement, and language. 

The fable is founded upon the hiftorical events of the reign of Henry 
vi. The heroine of the tale is the daughter of one of the nobles, w ho, in 
the conteft between the houfes of York and Lancafter, enrolled himfelf on 
the fide of the former. Two young men of eppofite parties become 
rivals in their paffion for her. In order to efcape the perfecution of 
the one, whom fhe rejects, fhe aflumes the drefs and charatter of a 
minitrel. In this difguife the paffes through adventures, which, though 
romantic, are not unnatural, confidering the manners and circum 
itances of the time in which they are fuppofed to pafs. At length do- 
meftic and political changes render her concealment no longer necef 
fary; her lover, whom the fuppofed to be dead, is reftored to her ; 
and the flory, as ufual, ends in their happy union. 

Though the principal incidents of this novel turn upon the tender 
paffion, the piece is nota mere love ftory. ‘The writer has interwoven 
with the narrative frequent allufions to the hiftory, cuftoms, and 
manners of the times to which the {tory refers; and has added fome 
digreflions hiftorical and antiquarian, which the young reader will find 
inttructive as well as amufing. From the former we {hall extract a 
pailage, in which the writer tketches the character and fituation of the 
duke of York, and defcribes his feelings previous to an engagement 
with the royal army, ie 

Vol. 1. pr. 64.—* ‘The royal army approached. All was fpirited 
preparation for the enfuing battle, which it was imagined would prove 
decifive of the grand conteft, and either encircle the brows oO! Yark 
with a golden diadem, or end his pretenfions to it, 
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« The evening clofed with this expectation: the contending hofts 
were encamped fo near each other, that the advanced centinels could 
almoft hear the whifpers of each other’s watch ;—tteed neighed againtt 
feed: —and the armourers clofing up rivets in the accoutrements of 
the knights, gave fignal of a general preparation, 

« By degrees their labour ceafed, a general ftillneds prevailed ; and 
both armies feemed to refign themfelves to that repofe, fo neceilary to 
renovate their fpirits and itrength for the important exertions of the 
enfuing day. 

« The duke ef York had alfo thrown himfelf on his couch, and 
vainly 
OP} refled him. 

« Nothing could be more amiable than the natural temper of this 


rince. In his government of France, he not only evinced great 

ve and diftinguifhed abilities, but alfo the utmoft prudence and 

f difpotition. Early recalled from that command by the 

and fuperior intereit of the duke of Somerfet, he had yet an 

opportunity in lreland of difplaying the fame virtues; for being fent 
there t rel] 


tos a rebellion, he had the happinefs, whilit his rival was 
7 Normandy, and all our remaining pofleffions in France, not 
only to fubdue the infurgents, but by the moderation of his conduét, 
and the fweetnefs of his manners, to attach them, as well as the whole 
lrith nation, to his perfon and family. 

In right of his mother he plainly ftood, in the order of fucceffion 
to the crown, befor Henry, being defcended from. the fecond fon of 
Kdward the third; the houfe of Lancafter from the Aird fon of that 

h: but had he not been ftimulated by chara¢ters much more 
han his own, the nation would not have been diiturbed by 

re ORS. 
‘ He had married a Nevil, one of the moft potent, opulent, and 
noble in all its numerous branches, of any family 1n the kingdom; and 
at the fame time the moit grafping, turbulent, and ambitious. —The 
duchefs of York was daughter to the late earl of Weftmoreland, and 
fifter to the earl of Salifbury ; her brother and nephews proud of the 
dliance, fought by her aggrandizement to lift themfelves {till higher 
in power. ‘Lhe title of queen feduced her; fhe joined her influence 
over her hufband’s mind with that of her family, for its attainment :— 
her fons were educated in the fame ambitious defires; the moderation 
of the duke had been fhaken by the general aflault: but though he 
had been repeatedly impelled to take up arms, it was always, on his 
part, declaredly for a redrefs of thofe grievances under which the 
people laboured, and for the reformation of a government at once 
weak and tyrannical. To evince inconteftibly that thofe motives 


clue sovernsa him, when a parliament was affembled to confider the 
‘late of the nation, on Henry’s falling into a diftemper, which increafed 
lis natural imbecility, and rendered him incapable of maintaining 


even the appearance of royalty ;—when this parliament created York 
prote¢tor, and proved by unanimoufly conferring fovereign authority 
on one who had iuch evident and ftrong pretenfions to the crown, that 
tts members were noc averfe to his taking immediate poffeffion of it; 
then, when he might have ftept quietly into the throne, he contented 
fumlelf with the mere office of protector ; defired that it might be 
scorded in parliament, that his authority was conferred upon him on 
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th. ~e* motion, without any application on his part; expreffed 
h; Ot uld afi:ft in the exercife of it; made it a condition 
© enance, tha, thofe lords, who had been nominated his 
c s, fhould alfo accept, and exercife sheir commiflion ; and 


re icc that all the powers of his office fhould be fpecified and defined 
b, act of parliament. 

© ‘Thus moderate was the duke of York, left to the diGates of his 
own noble nature; thus t:capable of violence or injuftice: and how 
much it is to be lamented, that he was not always confiftent with him. 
felf ; happy lad it been for the nation if in that crifis of public affairs, 
fo favourable to his ambition, he had ftill littened to its di€tates; or 
in moments lefs propitious been deaf to them! what animofities, what 
commotions, what wars, what a deluge of blood, would have been 
{pared this unhappy kingdom!’ 


ArT. Lix. An Afylum for F; gil ve Pieces, in Profe and V; rfe, mot in 
any other Collictior: with feveral Pieces never b: fore publifbed. 
Vol. lV. 12mo0. 278 pages. Price 3s. fewed. Debrett. 1793. 
Ir the reader fit down to this Olio with a keen appetite, he will 

meet with fome pleafant enter ainment. The pieces, though of courfe 
unequal in merit, are, on the whole, at leatt not interiour to thofe of 
the tormer volumes. The late bufy fcenes on the political itage have 
furnifhed materials for many lumourous and fatirical pieces in this 
colle¢tion ; among which the principal are, in profe, authentic account 
of the late victory gained by the Kcnzes over the affociation in the 
kingdom of ‘Triuna; poiitical creeds ; and village politics, a dialogue: 
in verfe, an ode to Mr. Pitt; the Marfeilles march; reflections on refiec- 
tions [addreiled to Mr. Burke]; liberty, a ; indaric ode by Mr. Craw 
ford ; now or never, or a reveille to the church; and 


P.269. © THE GOITRE. A FABLE. 
* Reader! you’ve feem perchance (for ev’ry fight 
John Bull’s devout attention draws); 
Yeu’ve feen with equal wonder and delight, 

The Monttrous Craws. 
Now, if you feel your vig’rous fancy able 
To give a mere unform’d excrefcence, 
Exiitence perfonal and eflence, 
See how a Wem can figure in a fable. 





« A Goitre in an Alpine valley bred, 
In fhape and fize full rival to the head, 
Efteem’d among the Belles of Syon 
The prettieft lump of flefh was e’er fet eye on, 
Made vain, as we may well fuppofe, 
With admiration, like a noddy 
Puff’d with felf-confequence and folly, chofe 
To ftand in competition with the body, 
* And thus he argu’d—** In the general plan, 
‘That forms the commonwealth of man, 
We may prefume that ev’ry fingle part, 


+ 


In bulk, and growth, and d.ftribution, 
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Was made by never-<rring art, 

Peft fuited to the human conititution, 

"Twere then enough for me to found pretenfions 

On my long ftanding , place, and large dimenfions ; 
But be it known, “that if I pleafe, 
I can bring better claims than thefe. 


« And firft my prv ile eS. When the head, 
Fatigu’d with thinking, or with raking, 
Lies on the pillow, pale ‘and dead, 
Ready to fplit with aching ; 
When the heart flutters, and with direfal ramble 
The cholick’d bowels grumb le; 
When limbs are on the rac! ? 
And grinding pains run thro’ the long, long back, 
I loll pon the breait, 
In eafe and reft, 
With nought to do, but put my juices 
To all their proper ufes ; 
And thus I fatten, grow, and thrive, 
While they, poor fouls! fcarce keep themfelves alive. 
«* Now for my fervic I need not tell ye, 
How once the ‘acme rs quarrelled with the belly ; 
And {till the refty rafc is » led 
By the rebellious head, 
Are prone to riot. 
"Tis then my taik to keep them ns 
By draining off fuperfluous humour 
Suppreffin g ferments and plethoric tumot ITS, 
And by the wholfome fyitem of ttarvation, 
Adainta ining peace and due fubordination: 
And thus I keep the balance even 
And fit the body-politic tor heave en. 
«« Thefe things confider’d, reafon muft agree, 
That place ‘and preference are due to me; . 
Yer, for the gen’ral welfare, I’m content 
‘To make a clofe and firm alliance, 
‘That we may all live eafy and content, 
And bid our foes defiance.” 
hile thus Sir Goitre, {wagp’ ring and vap” ring 
4 hi 4 see paflive partner fuch 1 a life, 
Comes a Fr 2 urECEM, flourifh ing y and capering, 
Who whi p ing out his ki nife, 
Made on incifion to the quick, 
Lik - boys about a fick, 
And prefen tly proceeded to diffever 
The ill-match’d pair for ever and for ever. 
a Goitr e lay, a wither ‘d, litelefs Jump, 


@yrry 


While the difburthen’d body vig’rous grew and plump. 


Mot ftates abound in hangers-on and tumours, 
From petty warts to wens of monftrous fize, 
That fuck the blood and wafte the precious humours, 
Yet call themfelves /upperters rand allies,’ 
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In polite literature among the more confiderable profe pieces, are 
Jeflons in biography, or how to write the life of one’s friend ; how to 
write one’s own life; and Whitehead’s full and true account of an 
earthquake in London: in verfe, a journal of an excurfion ¢ » Bath: 
the bard ; Milton’s ghoit ; anda long ftring of fonnets, fongs, ne igrams, 
elegi S, pr og sues, ep ilogues, imp: -omptu 's, and other poet ical trifles, 
We extract the following pleafing fonnet by mifs W illiams, P. 152, 


*‘ TO HOPE, 


* O, ever fkill’d to wear the form we love, 
‘To bid the fhapes of fear and grief depart, 

Come, gentle Hope! with one gay {mile remove 
The latting fadnefs of an aching heart. 

Thy voice, benign Enchantreis, let me hear ; 
Say—that for me fome pleature vet fhall bloom! 

That Fancy’s radiance, Friendfhip’s precious tear, 

Shall fotten or difpel misfortune’s gloom! 

* But come not glowing in the dazzling ray, 
Which ence with dear illufion charm’d my eve; 

© itrew no more, {weet Flatterer ! on my w: Sue, 
The flow’rs | tondly thought too bright | to dic: 

Vifions lefs tair will footh my penfive bre: 


Phat atks not happinefs, but | ngs for os 


t, 


Arr. ix. Charles and Alle Guim. he Memoirs of the Reverend 
ta “eS T 07) Oi, og Rey of i ¢ Goff el at Dundee. Ti fivo Books. 
Svo. 102 page "eile Creek. London, Cadell. 
1793+ 
Surerstritious credulity is fuppofed to be nearly extin& in 

this country, or at leait to be confined to the loweit dell moitt 

ignorant part of mankind. That this, however, is a mittake, 
the prefent publication may be fufhcient to prove. We have 
here a learned divine of Scotland, who publithes to the world 

a fet ot old-wives’ tales, of Gone’ fight ; ot a fage woman who 

difcovered a wondertul know ledge of paft and tuture events; of 

the appearance of angels; of dreams and their accomplithment, 

and the like; too ridiculous to merit a moment’s attention. The 
ordinary circumitances which are here related are trivial in the 
extreme; and the obfervations and reflections are of a kind, 
which difcovers them rather to have been the effect of mental 
imbecility, or of derangement, than of profound {pecularion. 

Mr. Thomfon, for example, is of opinion that God has his 

refidence in what we call electrical flame, and that the ort- 

ginal chaos would have appeared to the eye of a {pectato r, asa 
permanent and palpable flaih of lightning. D. Me 
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LITERARY FPNTELLIGENCE, 


HISTORY OF ACADEMIES. 
ArT. I. SOCIETY OF ARTS AND SCIENCES AT UTRECHT, 


56 
Rey. Vol. VII, p. 465.] no fatisfactory anfwer was fent in time; but 


fhortly after the fociety received two of confiderable merit, to one of 
which, written in french, with the motto, Miferrimum morbi LeU, GHO 
+ppr fis in angnfto foes eft: Cels., the prize would have been awarded, 
had it not been too late. ‘The directors, however, have thought pfoper 
to offer the author a gold medal of 20 duc. [g].], if he make himtelf 
known within fix months. 

On bas fubject of education [ib.] many papers were fent. The 
prize was adjudged to one written in low dutch, the author of which 
has concealed his name, and requefted the value of the prize, if obtained 
by him, might be be howed in furthering a plan he has laid down. 
Three other memoirs obtained acceffits of the filver medal each. ‘The 
author of one was Mr. G. C. C. Vatebender, teacher of latin at Gouda: 
of one, W ritten in latin, with the motto, Opinionum commenta delet dies, 
natura judicia confrmat: Cic. de N. Deor., the author is requefted to 
make himfelf known; as is the author of the third, written in bad 
french, with the motto: Fromti nulla fides, and at the fame time to 
tranflate it into fome other language, or explain it’s obfcurities. 

The following was the new quettion propofed, 

What are the “belt means of promoting ind: ufiry and manufadiures in our 
republic , without prejudice to commerce? ‘The prize : 30 duc. [ I jt. 10S. |, 
and the me moirs to be fent by the rit of o¢tober, 1795. 

At the fame time the gold medal of z0 duc. [9 I. ] was offered for 
the belt memoir on fome aftronomical fubjec, and "ha acceflit for the 


fecond belt, fent before the 1 ft of o¢tober, 1794. 


_? s- Onthe queftion refpecting the bite of a mad dog [fee our 


Art. 11, Nuremberg. Nova AGa phyfico-medica Academia Cefaree 
Lecpoldino Caroline Natura Curioforum, Fe. New phyfico medical 
‘Tranfaétions of the Leopoldine Academy of Natura Curt, con- 
taining the Difcoveries and Obfervations of learned Germans and 
Foreigners communicated to the Academy. 4to. with Plates. 


This eighth volume has been impatiently expe€ted fome years, and 
on a work of fuch reputation we may difpenfe with any thing but an 
count of it’s contents. Thefe are 1. On the utility of the robs of alder 


and jun per in abdominal obftruétions: by prof. ‘Rouffeau. . Bota- 
tucal obfervations on the difference between aconitum ney ‘and 2. 
eammarum : 7 Mr. Sigel. . On an aneurifm of the heart and aorta: 


by Dr. Confor ich. 4. §. Two cafes of trifmus: by the fame. One 
“as Cured by the eruption of a baftard {mall pox, the other by an he- 
morrhoidal flux. 6. Expulfion of a tenia by Herrenfchwand’s re- 
meay ; by Dr. Zanetti. Five obfervations communicated by prof. 
Plou iequet. A double hernia i in the diaphragm of a horfe. A wound 
inade by a {word entering under the sight nip ple, and pafling out be- 
‘ween the lait two falfe ribs, cured in fix weeks by dilating the wound, 
_ purfuing the an tiph logiftic treatment. ‘“Jwo fatal ¢ afes of coavul- 


vor, XVI. Bb {1 i2 
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which the urine was difCharged at the navel, through two fmall aper- 
tures. ‘The urine afterwards refumed it’s ordinary courile, and the pa- 
tic lived ten avs ; but whe never he nN Te ater, two iecrs {pout { 
from the navel at the rasa 32. Atrue hernia of the fptnal mar- 
row: by the fame. A man falling on his reins had t lower extre- 
mities palfied. Sevtendae fomentations diffipated this affeCiien, and 
during the two vears he furvived he had no complaint but an impoffi- 
tye { tratght Ing nimfelf On dite . the bodies of two of the 
lumbar vertebra: were entirely deftroyed, and the fpinal marrow with 


dit ' ty of hearing 1 vo tan + a 1, LDe- 
{( ptt fa COicil nic jaundic © that | a it Cy lr dro 1 feb, 
175 nay 1785: by thefame. 35. E:ght cafes of fuppuration of 
the lungs. in which artificial drains were of no utility: by Mr. Piderit, 
of 13 y of vegetable aikali in poifonings with arfenic: by Dr. 
Hufeland. ‘Twocafes. 37. Convulfions in a girl of nineteen occa- 
oned by cntting the wife teeth: by Dr. Boher. 38. Cafe of vomit. 
i tting of blood: bythe fame. 39. On fand in the brain: 
by Mr. Henfamm. Mr. I. has obferved, as well as Soemmering | fee 
our Kev. Vol. X11, p. 468], {mall ftones or gravel in the brain, ch iefly 

IK the pineal ola d and it’s en —_— of all adults. 4.0. ~ Cae lpr te 

= 


ternatural caufe of conftipation: by prof. Ehrhard. ‘This was a con- 


,s , ‘a 1 - 
traction oi t O10. 46 Cafe of incontinence of urine: by the fame. 
Owing to a callofity of the bladder. 42. On the ori: 71 Of pr aris: by 

4 f 4 
at \ ° A | i) 
Vir. Voiet. «3. Account of an extremely voluminous head: by My, 
, | fo , , , . s . 
Ben 1 ‘Phe head of a boy feven years old, v ll proportioned in 
all parts, fuddenly began to put on a prodigious degree of growth, fo 


, oes Baa eee ee — Pe) eer { . nels : Pr as ~ 
that yn his twenty-feventh vear it was forty inches two lines [englith ] 
in > 7 {, " 7 ‘ - - - no Fe ' * 72 : o L. . Pry +e ? 
i cifcum@rerence, and tile face {x renteen inches long. Neither the reit 
. 


Of the body nor the voice of this young man was an{werable to {uch an 
} 7 . 
| 


enormous head: but he was fincularly ftrong in the arms, and his in- 

tellectual faculties were aftonifhinely vigorous. He died of ai apo- 

plexy atthe age of thirty. 44. Medical conttitution of the autumn and 

winter 1-00: by prof. Sprengel, of Halle. ac. Iwo shilisvabtion on 
| 


dileafes occafioned by worms: by Dr. Nicholai, Dr. N., having met 
en iat thofe reptiles may 
jometimes occafion arthritical complaints. 46. Additions to the 
} i , i ne I i}¢ IPE 
. POO } himfelf: by fider 
city, erved in himfelf: by v1 pred lent 


yf { r Fr ae : ] 
ol ‘pol faneous elect: 
) gt the mo- 


<choept. kor {ome vears Mr. S. has occall oO! 1ally pere IV 
Pen in the hear 

een an tn OTain, 
ne fame time a 


ment when he is juft falline a: , aN appearance very ¢ 
4noue fimilar to that of an electric explofion, and at 


feem to flafh from his eyes. ‘The phenomenon ter- 


minates in a fudden yet agreeable commotion of the whole body; and 

om that momene all inclination to fleep is gone, thouch he docs not 
lee] ianguid, or otherwife difordered. Mr. S. has never expert need 
this, unlefs after taking tea or coffee inftead of a fupper, or when fome 
other cauie, fuch as anxiety, exceflive fatigue, or the like, «le priv es him 


r > tans le-- 2 ak r . ° ¢ , fe. or a lf, +4 
"the faculty of falling afleep quickly. lt is to be obferv« Lalfo, that 
me never itnds it, if he takes a mouthtui of rum ; ind water alter his tea 
fcouce fupper, 48. Cure of a very confiderable laceration occationed 


by amill-wheel: by Mr. Rudolph, 49. Defcription of two birds of 


arinthia, the cuculus alpinus, and the lanius rufus, Briff.: by baron 


Bb 2 yon 
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von Hochenwart. 500 Cafe of confiderable obefity in a woman at- 
tacked with violent pains in the ftomach occ: ifioned by acidities: by 
Dr. Blom. A woman of thirty, fuffering in an uncommon manner 
from pains in the ftomach, that ‘would yield to no remedy, grew fy 
lean, as to be nothing but fkin and bone. After a certain the fhe 
began to grow fingularly fat, without the {ymptoms of acidity difap- 
pe aring 5 on the contrary { the was troubled with them till hey death, 
which happened fome years after. On opening the body a pound and 
half of liquid, fmelling four, and effervefcing with alkalis, was found 
* the ftomach; and “all the cellular membrane was fuffed with far. 
s1. Zoology of the environs of Triefte: by baron von Wulfen, 52. 
Obfervations on the cactus hexagonus: by prefident Schreber. | 
The appendix contains 1. Defcription ot fome {pecies of mefembri- 
anthemum, difcovered at the Cape of Good Hope : by prof. Thunberg, 
z. Sketch of a claflification of medufx : by Mr. Modeer. 3. Obfer: 
vations on fome mulen alve mytili: by Mr. Chemniz. 4. On the 
blood and water that flowed from the fide of Chritt: by Mr. von Man, 
s. Metallurgical eilays on two lead ores of Carinthia: by — Heyer. 
6. On father Amb. Soldani’s valuable work, entitled & Saggio or ografica, 
=, On an ore of lead mineralized by a ers be Mr. 


“te ee 


He} er. 8. Lite of the late Ferd. James de Bay er. . On the flate in 


which Delius found the academy on his nomination a the prefident- 
hie: by himfelf. 10. Life of the late Mr. Cothenius. 11. Foun- 
dation of Cothenius, and fubject propofed for the prize. 12. Life. of 
Dr, Demun, of Nimeguen. L’Ejprit des Journaux, 


CHEMISTRY. 


Arroir. emer fur la Nature de l'oxide gazeus d’ Azote, Se. Me- 
moir on the Nistesee of the gafco us Oxy d of Azot, called by Dr. Priett- 
ley dephlogilicated nitrous Air. 


Recherchi : s phyfico- chy miques. 


the luminous difcoveries of modern chemitts is the property 
; » tO produ ice by combination with the fame fubftance ditterent 
fpecies of fubditances, according to the proportion in which it is com- 
hined. ‘The fart ae ‘gree ot OxY¥ge! nation, or {malle (t proportion of 
att ‘eee. produ ees OX ds; a greater produces acids ; and trom other 
proporuons are formed different forts of oxyds and of acids, ‘The 

tic gas, which conititutes a very gre at proportion of the atinofpheric 


y 
& 
Y) 


ir, can Combine with oxygen gas, and the refult of the union is nitrous 
cus, nitrous zcid, or nitric acid. Dr. Prieftley and other chemifts have 
trequently obtained a fpecies of gas diff-rent from nitrous gas, though 
the contlituent parts of it are azotic and ox vgenous ¢ afes, i in which a 
Ne burns very {plendidly, and ant imals die. It is neither diminifhed 


rr does it form an acid with nitrous gas. It has been. con- 

. = . . . die 
Jd tometimes with azotic, and fometimes with oxygen gas. B 
nitrous gas to the action of alkaline ful iphure S$ mnt viltened, az.otic 


t.ined by the authors of this memoir; and Dr. Prief acy 
hefe circumitances proce red the gus above mentioned, which 
iF * but not flame. ‘| ‘his diffeeence in the rm “ of the 
riinent induced the authors to yin eflig: ite the propert s of this 


7 a 1 , - 1, “ 1 » vip f 
A Sean Oy the account Oi: which is the iubiect of the 5 prefer 
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The dephlogitticated nitrous gas of Priettley contains lefs oxygen 
than nitrous gas, and it is called by our authors gateous oxyd of AZOt, 
By expofing nitrous gas over water to the action of iron filings moitt- 
ened with water, in @ day’s time a part of it, and in three days the whole 
was changed into ga/eous oxyd of axot; and in fix days nothing re- 
mained but azotic gas. In the firft cafe the diminution was 3, in the 
fecond %, and in the lait net j. 

This gafeous oxyd of azot may he abforbed, although flowly, by 
water; and then nothing remains but azotic gas, which arifes from the 
accidental mixture of this gas with the nitrous gas employed in the 
experiment, and not from the decompofiuon of this gas. Over mercury 
the refult was different. 

Nitrous gas expofed to fulphure of potafh, or of foda, moiftened 
with water, was changed into gafeous oxyd, with a diminution in. vo- 
lume of 2; bat by longer expofure there was a refiduum only of j, 
which was azote gas. 

Muriat of tix has a very ftrong affinity to oxygen; and accordingly 
it was found to change nitrous gas, over mercury, into gafeous oxyd, 
and to diminifh it’s bulk in a degree varying from 2 to ,%. 

Nitrous gas being expofed to the action of ammoniac with a bit of 
copper in it, for three or four days, the volume of it diminifhed to 3, 
and fometimes nearly 3, and the refiduum was gafeous oxyd of azot. 

Nitrous gas, as faft as it was difengaged from a folution of copper in 
diluted nitrous acid, was pafied through melted and red-hot fulphure 
in a glafs tube over coal. ‘The collected gas was gafeous oxyd mixed 


. © . - 
with a little nitrous gas. 


By mixing phofphorated hydrogen gas with nitrous gas, in an hour 
or two the volume of it was diminifhed, and a candle burnt in the refi- 
due as in gafeous oxyd. 

Our authors next proceed to give an account of the cafes in which 
gafeous oxyd was direé/y obtained, or rather in which the nitrous gas 
was decompofed, and became gafeous oxyd as fait as it was produced, 
and before it acquired a gafeous form. 

[ron diffolved in a mixture of diluted fulphuric and nitrous acids, or 
of muriatic and nitrous acids, furnifhes firft hydrogenous gas, then ga- 
feous oxvd, and ag lait nitrous acid, If copper be ufed, nitrous gils 
only will be obtained. . 

Sulphuric acid exerts it’s affinity upon the hydrogen gas in the in- 
fant of it’s difengagement, but not when in it’s gafeous form. ‘The 
attraction which iron, the fulphures, &c., exert upon oxygen by meang 
of water, may alfo take place upon the oxygen of atmofpheric air, 
aflitted by water, as in the cafe of lime attracting carbonic acid by the 
aid of water, as well as upon the oxygen of water. In general hydro- 
gen only exerts it’s affinities while in the najcent ftate of gas.. Thus in 
this ftate it carries off oxygen from za/cent nitrous gas, snd ashiee oxyd 
is compofed. 

Solutions of iron and zine in extremely diluted nitric acid give no- 
thing but ga/cous oxyd with a little nitrous gas. ‘The purett gafeous 
oxyd is afforded during the beginning of the folation of zinc, and be- 
fore it appears of a brown colour. 

__ Nitrat of ammoniac, mixed with three times it’s quantity of fand, 
if heated gently affords a great deal of gafeous oxygen, and at the end 
ef the operation much Lajcwus Axvt. 

Next 
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nart will contain 0,37 parts of oxygen. ‘This cafeous oxyd then con- 
‘ ] : . . ‘ e . e x e - e * . e 
rains Iefs Oxygen than nitrous pas, which contains of it 68 parts in 


Various fubftances, as iron, fulphures, murtat of tin, attra¢t the 


~~ 
-) 
me 


. from this gafeous oxvd of azot. 
Iron, zine or tin, expofed to concentrated nitric acid, difengages 


only nitrous gas; but when water is added, or muriatic acid which 
‘+ or diluted fulphuric acid, then the metals will be oxidated 
contains if, or ailuteda fulphuric acid, then the metais wl ve Ox1datcc 
in part at the expence of the water, and at the fame time hydrogenous 
and nitrous gafes will be produced: t 1¢ former will attract in part the 
oxveen of the latter, and change it into gafeous oxyd of azot. 
4. Azot, although capable of uniting itfelf with a lange quantity of 
oxveen, is fuppofed to re tain it feebly, as it readily yields it to other 


fubltances: but thefe « “xpe riments fhow , that only t the portion of oxygen 


1 tothe azot above the quantity necellary to form gafeous oxyd of 


t is thus eafily feparated; for the afhnity between oxygen and azot 
is very ilrong, inafmuch as this gas cannot be decom- 


led by the Gipoares muriat of tin, fulphur, charcoal, or phof- 


KAU be 


phorus. ‘The hydrogen only of the inflammable bodies ‘can feparate 
the oxveen from it. | but the candle only burns in it on accofint of the 
hydrogen it conta s. The eleétric {park and intenfe heat only pro- 


n 
duce a feps irati on oi the ec onitituent parts. 

. In order that animals fhould refpire, charcoal muf be carried off 
' oxyg gen: but it: ppe ars, that the oxy een of the g: afeous oxyd of azot 
has a greater ailinity for it’s bafe than for charéoal, therefore animals die 
6, With regard to the different degrees of oxygenation of azot, the 
firit is the eafeous oxyd of azOt, the fecond is the nitrous gas, the third 
is the nitrous acid, the fourth is the nitric acid. The atmofphere 1s 
only a mechanical mixture of azot and oxyge nous gas. The dittinguifh- 


ing quality of the gafeous oxyd of azot is it’s fol ubility in water. 
We have extrac ted the above from the fecond number of the Recher- 
ches phyjfico chymi pt ublith ~d at Amfterdam; a work conduéted by 


hs Rk. Deiman, A. as ts van ‘Trooltwyk, P. Niewland, and N. Bondr, 
under the aufpices of H. Hope, H. Muilman, P. de Smeth, W. Six, 
and 1. Hope. In our fourteenth volume, p. 110, &c., we gave an 
extract trom it, taken from the ‘Yournal de Phy fig ve, through the channel 
of which only we were acgual inte 4 with it at that time. 
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Arr.iv. Hambure. Ueber die durch den jet Rigen Kr eg veranlafite 


Zerviittung des Sechandels, Fc. On the Interruption of Commerce 
by the prefent VV nd the | articular IJ] confequences to the Trade 
ot Germany to "t eoiaatad from it: by J. G. Biifch. 8vo, 
324 pages. 1792. 


There is no part of the law of nations fo deficient in fixed principles 
generally and uniformly acknowledged, as thal which relates to mari- 
time affairs: at the fame time it is a common concern, as the fea 1s the 
grand medium of foreign trade, even to thofe inland countries that are 
totally defticute of coats. To examine the prefent ftate of the marine 
law of nations, therefore: to inveitigate it’s fluctuating hiflory ; and to 
reduce it to found principles of general utility; are fubje¢ts worthy the 

pen 
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ven of a man, who to great integrity unites comp rehenfive view s, and 3 
thorough acquaintance with the object of his invettigation. Such js 
ahe charaéter ot Mr. B.’s work: and we wifh with him, perfuaded that 
it would be for the mutual advantage of all parties, even of thofe engaged 
in war, that the nav igation ot the fea fhould ever remain free and undif. 
turbed, at Jeaft as far as private trade is concerned, whatever might be 
the articles of that trade. Ten. Al lig. Lit. Zeit, 


mw SST OR We 
Arr. ¢t. Got tingen. § Ldecs 1 Hibs x die Politik, den Verkehr, und dex 


Han del der vorn chonfie ” Volker der alten Welt, ee, A View of the 

Polity, Trade, and Commerc e of the prince pe Nations of the ancient 

World: the Africans, Carth: gut vans, Ethiopians, and Eeyptians : 
° Fé - . o > - % = “ 

by A. H. L. Heeren, Phil. Prof. Ex. 8vo. 487 pages. 1793. 


The objects of prof. H. are no lefs than to conduét the reader fafely 
through the immente deferts of Africa; and to fhow, that the ancient 
greeks were at Jeaft-as well acquainted with the interiour of that country 
as the modern europeans; that caravans formerly traverfed the fame 
fandy waltes, and in the fame directions, as now; and that the cartha- 
ginians had the greateft fhare in this trade, carried on from Thebes in 
upper Egypt, partly to Meroe in Ethiopia, and thence to the extreme 
hows daries of Afia, and partly to the fouthweft of Africa. So certain 
is the prof. of his point, that h more than once looks down from his 
height with a fmile, and aflur: e fpectator, that no one before him 
had ever reached the fummit ,atw which he is arrived. ‘That no one has 
reached {fo far we allow; but we are apprehenfive, that he ftands on 
too fandy a foundation, to ftand fecure. Herodotus, ¢ the great, the 
matchlefs Herodotus,’ is his chief authority ; and though we muft give 
prof. H. the praife of great acutenefs and penetration, and think his 
pofiuons well worthy farther int eftigation, we imagine he has feen 
his author what no other eye wilt perceive ; a miftake which fometimes 
happens to thofe who look too far. ‘Thefe ftriCtures, however, will not 
apply to his account of the earthaginians, which has certainly great 
merit, if we fet afide the bias oceafionally given it by the profelfor’ 

favourite hypothetis: and the comparifon between the ancient account of 
E thiopta by Agatharchides, and the modern by Bruce, which ftrikingly 
coincide, is well executed. Fen. Allg. Lit. Litt. 





Erratum in the firft page of this Number, 


2 22, from bottom, after /vxury inftead of a note of adiniratio® 
: ut a comma, 
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